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GUYANA:  ADOLESCENT MOMS GRADUATE 
 
          VIDEO   AUDIO 
 
 

EDONNA WITH BABY 
 

 

DILAPIDATED HOMES / GUYANA 

STREETS 

 

 

EDONNA HOLDING SON 

 

 

 

 

 

EDONNA ON CAMERA 

 

 

  

 

EDONNA’S GRADUATION 

 

 

EDONNA QITH COUNSELLOR 

NARRATION 

Edonna was only 18 years old when she 

learned that she was pregnant.  (3.5) 

 

She lives in a poor neighbourhood in 

Guyana, a Caribbean country, located on 

the northeastern tip of South America.  (7) 

 

Her son, Godwin, is now 14 months.  

Edonna did not plan to have a baby so 

young.  But it happened because she didn’t 

protect herself.  (8) 

 

EDONNA:          (English)        F 

“I could no longer pursue my career in 

nursing.  I had stopped that to take care of 

my son.” (5) 

 

NARRATION 

Now Edonna is much wiser.  She enrolled 

in a programme with Women Across 

Differences, WAD, a local non-

governmental organization.  With help from 



 
 

- 2 -

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDONNA ON CAMERA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEEN MOMS AT HOSPITAL / GIRLS 

IN STREET 

 

 

 

 

LAFLEUR ON CAMERA 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH-FRIENDLY SPACE 

 

 

 

 

YOUNG PEOPLE AT WORKSHOP 

 

 

the United Nations Population Fund, 

UNFPA, WAD helps adolescent mothers to 

pick up their lives after early motherhood. 

(17.5) 

 

EDONNA:          (English)        F 

“They taught me craft skills.  I know tie-

dying; cake decoration and I am getting 

sales in the tie-dying so I make a little extra 

money there.”   (8) 

 

NARRATION 

In many parts of the Caribbean and around 

the world, teenage pregnancy is on the 

rise.  Hundreds of adolescent girls give 

birth to their first baby while still children 

themselves.  UNFPA’s Deputy 

Representative, Patrice Lafleur.  (15) 
 

LAFLEUR:          (English)        F 

“A lot of it has to do with poverty. Within 

families, there are also very young mothers 

who lack parental skills.”  (8.5)  

 

NARRATION 

But help is on the way.  In a joint venture 

with the Government, UNFPA has provided 

funds to establish nine youth-friendly 

spaces around the country.  (8.5) 

 

Here young people can learn about 

sexuality and social issues – information 

which they can’t access anywhere else. 
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BRANDON ON CAMERA 

 

 

SEMINAR 

 

 

 

 

GRADUATION EXERCISE 

 

 

 

 

EDONNA AND BABY WITH 

COUNSELLOR 

 

 

 

 

UN LOGO 

Director of Youth, Carl Brandon. (10) 
 

BRANDON:          (English)        M 

“These youngsters have needs and in order 

to fulfill these needs they get involved in a 

number of activities that can hamper their 

development, one of which is teenage 

pregnancy.  What we try to do at this center 

is to promote safe sex.”  (18) 

 

NARRATION 

Now Edonna is graduating with her class 

through the programme offered by WAD.  

She is going to use her newly-honed skills 

to provide for Baby Godwin.  (10) 

 

These young women grapple with the 

responsibilities that come with early 

motherhood.  But, at the same time, even 

though they now have marketable skills, 

finding a job is a daunting challenge.  (14.5)

 

This report was prepared by Mary Ferreira 

for the United Nations.  
 


