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In the heart of the capital city of Rwanda stands

an orphanage. (4.5")

Children fill the playground. Laughter fills the
air. (4.5

These boys and girls here are the responsibility
of this extraordinary man: orphanage Director,

Damas Gisimba. (9”)

It's a job he’s never taken lightly and one that
was never more dangerous than fourteen years

ago when genocide swept this nation. (8.5")

In 1994 ethnic Hutu militia, armed with
machetes, clubs and spears, took over the
streets of Rwanda, slaughtering minority Tutsis.
(107)
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Hutus, like Gisimba himself, were faced with an
unimaginable choice — join the mobs or dare to
protect their countrymen... even if it meant

risking their own lives. (11")

Gisimba made his decision. He would defend

the vulnerable...no matter their ethnicity. (5.5")

GISIMBA: (French) M

“| see all people in my own image. They have
the same blood that | have. They can suffer as |
can suffer. If we had to die, it was necessary for
us to die together.” (10.25")

NARRATION
Tutsi children, women and men began flooding

into the orphanage. (4.25")

As news of this haven spread, within weeks the
number of people in his orphanage swelled to

some four hundred. (6.5")

GISIMBA: (French) M
“There were so many people we would put them
everywhere. Five to six children were put on

one mattress. People couldn’t breathe.” (9.5”)

NARRATION
But they could not be allowed out — Hutu
attackers came to the orphanage every single

day. Most times they demanded payment. (7.5”)
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GISIMBA: (French)

“In the beginning they wanted to take vehicles
and items. | would give them things like money
and food and they would go.” (6.65")

NARRATION
But they came back... (17)

GISIMBA: (French) M

“The women the militia were searching for we
hid them under the beds. For the men, | hid
them in the ceiling.” (6”)

NARRATION

Still other Tutsis hid here...in this bathroom in
the orphanages infirmary — just a few feet away
from their would-be killers, many of whom came
here when injured. (107)

GISIMBA: (French) M

“Those inside would listen as the militia would
talk...saying that they were going to kill all the
Tutsis. They lived in torture.” (9.5")

NARRATION
Nearly three months passed and time was
running out. With little left to bribe the

marauding militia, they prepared to attack. (77)

Gisimba, once again risking his life, left to seek

help, but was forced into hiding (4.7")
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And just when it seemed all hope was lost, an
American relief worker, Carl Wilkins, appeared
at the orphanage and saw some 50 militia men
swarming outside. (9.5")

With the clock ticking, Wilkins found help and on
July 1% 1994, a group of Rwandan police raced
those in the orphanage to safety in a church in
the city centre. (11.25")

There they found Gisimba...and there they
remained until the Tutsi-led Rwandan Patriotic
Front seized back control of the country days
later. (8.57)

By then, some 800,000 Rwandans had been
massacred. All but eight of the people Gisimba
hid were saved. (7.6")

In 2006, Gisimba was awarded the Presidential
Medal of Honor for his heroic actions during the
genocide. (6.57)

He’s hoping his own experience inspires others.

(37

GISIMBA:

“l think that in order not to abandon someone,

(French) M

someone like yourself, someone in trouble, you
must above all have love. And we must teach

our children only good.” (15”)
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