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Mr Chairman, your excellencies, ladies and Gentlemen, 

ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability, since 1990, is a network, an 
agency and a movement of over 1100 cities from every continent. It is also a 
focal point for local governments and municipal authorities around the 
world to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 
Together with our partners United Cities and Local Governments, 
Metropolis, the C40 Cities, the World Mayors Council on Climate Change 
plus 14 regional grouping of cities we are united in calling for a 30% 
reduction in green house gases by 2020 and an 80% reduction by 2050. We 
urge you the nations of the world to make these your targets for the COP 15 
in Copenhagen in December.

This is a critical time for the future of humanity and our global ecosystem. 
Failure is not an option. 

The world's citizens through their cities and local government, representing 
more than half of the world's population and growing, are calling for a 
strong, comprehensive global climate change regime to be established in 
Copenhagen in December. We welcome an international collaboration that 
acknowledges the roles and responsibilities of every level of government 
and every citizen is essential to the achievement of a global low-carbon, 
climate resilient future.

We understand that local governments will be key to reducing green house 
gas emissions from buildings, waste, transportation and the way we plan. 
We welcome partnership with senior levels of government because we 
know the lives and livelihoods of billions of our citizens are exposed to the 
risks of changing climate. Since the 1990's  we have demonstrated the 
political will to act through voluntary climate commitments, we ask you 
now to become our partners.

We ask you to recognize in the new climate agreement the role and 
experiences of cities and local governments as essential actors in tackling 
climate change mitigation and adaptation. The worldwide success of Local 
Agenda 21 proves, that if properly addressed in international agreements, 
cities and local governments  can successfully support national governments 
in fulfilling their international commitments. Every day we loose makes the 
challenges more daunting. Collectively we have to act this year for the 
future of the planet. No place is spared from the raveges that climate change 
and changing weather patterns are causing. Greenhouse gases are 
cumulative. If we don't stop the growth of emissions and move towards a 
low carbon, efficient energy regime the dislocation of our societies and the 
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refugees that will ensue will present us all with much more complex and 
costly problems to solve.

We are very encouraged to see since Bali, both developed and developing 
countries recognizing the importance of partnerships with all levels of 
government. We are encouraged that the current negotiating proposals from 
a number of nations share this vision. We want to thank Senegal, Mexico, 
Switzerland, the United States, China, India, the European Union, Australia, 
Norway, the African Group, the Small Island States and many Latin 
American Countries.

Be bold, show leadership, stretch for the commitments you know in your 
hearts we have to achieve to become a low-carbon resilient planet for the 
generations that follow. If we unite and commit sufficient resources we can 
make a transformation that will be good for the planet and good for the new 
emerging green economy. The challenge before us is the equivalent of the 
1960's challenge to put a man on the moon. The only thing we lack is the 
will and the committed leadership. Cities and local governments are 
committed to a strong, comprehensive global climate change regime. Join us 
on this path to a sustainable future. None of us can afford the future costs of 
inaction today. Let Copenhagen be the place where the nations of the world 
joined the local governments of the world in charting a new sustainable 
future. 
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