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PALESTINE AND ISRAEL: MENDING HEARTS 
INTRO : 

A parent’s worst nightmare – a critically sick baby and no medical help. //  But in 

Palestine and Israel, a heart-warming venture is not only saving children’s lives //  

but also crossing borders and uniting enemies.   (18”) 

 
VIDEO 

 
AUDIO 

 
CU OF BABY 
IM’ARAB DRESSING BABY 
 

 

NARRATION  
 

It’s seven thirty on a Sunday morning 

and 4- month-old Mohayi is being 

dressed for the most important trip of 

his young life. (7”) 

 
IM’ARAB DRESSING BABY 

 
IM’ARAB: (In Arabic)   

 
“This is Mohayi.” (MO HA YEE) (1”) 
 

CU OF BABY 
ABU’ARAB SWINGS BABY BACK 
AND FORTH 

NARRATION  
He’s an active, delightful baby doted on 

by his parents Abu’arab and Im’arab 

(EM-ARAB) Kawazbe (KA WAAZ BE) 

(8”) 
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ABU’ARAB PLAYS WITH BABY 
 

ABU’ARAB: (In Arabic)  
 
“Mohayi, Mohayi!” (2”) 
 

IM’ARAB FEEDING BABY MEDICINE NARRATION  
But little Mohayi has two serious 

challenges to contend with: he was 

born with a heart defect that limits the 

oxygen in his blood. (8”) 

  

 
 
ABU’ARAB HOLDS BABY AND 
KISSES HIM 

ABU’ARAB: (In Arabic)  

“They brought him to a doctor. We 

knew when he was a week old. Of 

course, we were afraid and worried.” 

(8”) 

 
 
 
BOY RUNS INTO KAWAZBE HOME 
BETHLEHEM NEIGHBORHOOD 
SHOT 
ENTRY TO PALESTINIAN VILLAGE 
SIGN 
HOSPITALS IN WEST BANK  

 

NARRATION  

And his family lives in the occupied 

west bank in Palestine, where poverty 

and decades of conflict with Israel have 

impacted all facets of life – including 

health care. Hospitals there lack the 

equipment and trained specialists to 

treat a patient like Mohayi. (15”) 

 

MOHYI CRYING ABU’ARAB: (In Arabic) “ 

When he cries he loses oxygen.  (3”) 

 

IM’ARAB: (In Arabic)  

“We don’t let him cry. Not a single 

night.” (3”) 

MOHYI RECEIVING MEDICINE  
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NARRATION 

But Mohayi needs open heart surgery 

to keep him alive and healthy and the 

nearest place to get it is across the 

border in Israel, which denies access to 

many Palestinians. (9”) 

 

 ABU’ARAB: (In Arabic)  

“I kept thinking, 24 hours a day, how 

am I going to send him, how can I go 

with him?” (5”) 

 

 
SHOT OF JERUSALEM 
ROCKETS FIRED 
TANKS  
 

NARRATION 

The ongoing conflict between the two 

groups over land and security blew up 

again in summer 2014.  Palestinian 

militants fired rockets at major Israeli 

cities and Israeli forces retaliated with 

bombs and a ground invasion of the 

Gaza strip, about 40 kilometers from 

the West Bank. (18”) 

KAWAZBES GET INTO CAR 
KAWAZBES INSIDE CAR 

 

On this Sunday morning, the 

Kawazbes are on their way to take part 

in a rare example of Israeli – 

Palestinian cooperation. Their 

Palestinian pediatrician connected 

them to an Israeli program that 

performs heart surgeries on Palestinian 

babies. (15”) 

MOHAYI SMILING IN CAR  
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ABU’ARAB: (In Arabic) 

“Mohayi, Tel Aviv, Tel Aviv!” (2”) 

 

APPROACH ISRAELI BORDER IN 
CAR 
DRIVING THROUGH TUNNEL 
PASS TEL AVIV SIGN 
APPROACH HOSPITAL SECURITY 
STATION 

NARRATION 

The program, called Save a Child’s 

Heart is based just outside Tel Aviv at 

the renowned Wolfson hospital. The 

group helped arrange permission for 

the family to enter Israel. Still, at a 

security station outside the hospital 

entrance, Abu’Arab is asked to get out 

of the car. (17”) 

 

APPROACH HOSPITAL ENTRANCE 
IN CAR 
ABU’ARAB AND IM’ARAB EXIT CAR 
ABU’ARAB AT RECEPTION 

After about 10 minutes, the family is 

allowed to proceed. Abu’Arab greets 

the receptionist in Hebrew.  (8”) 

 

ABU’ARAB AT RECEPTION ABU’ARAB: (In Hebrew) 

“Thank you.” (1”) 

 

NURSE SETS UP CRIB FOR MOHAYI 
CU OF MOHAYI 
PEDIATRIC ICU  
DOCTOR CHECKING ON ICU 
PATIENT 
DOCTOR PERFORMING HEART 
CHECKUP 
CROWDED HALLWAY 
PALESTINIAN MOTHER WITH BABY 

NARRATION 

Mohayi will spend the next 8 days here, 

being examined and operated on by 

some of the world’s top pediatric heart 

specialists. While the child patients 

come from around the world, about half 

of them – more than a hundred a year 

– are from the West Bank and Gaza. 

The Palestinian Authority, along with 

charitable contributions, helps pay for 

these surgeries. And people often 
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considered enemies put conflict aside 

to focus on something bigger. (30”) 

DR. SASSON ON CAM  

DR. LIOR SASSON: (in English) 

“We believe that we should do the best 

we can to help other people in need, 

especially children.” (6”) 

DR. SASSON IN  ICU  

NARRATION 

Israeli Dr. Lior Sasson is the clinical 

director and chief surgeon for Save a 

Child’s Heart. (5”) 

DR. SASSON ON CAM  

DR. LIOR SASSON: (in English) 

“No words or money can describe the 

satisfaction of making a difference. 

Sometimes it’s a difference between 

nations and people.” (12”) 

ABU’ARAB AND IM’ARAB SPEAK 
WITH ISRAELI NURSE  

 

NARRATION 

On this anxious day, the Kawazbes are 

optimistic about their son’s Israeli 

doctors. (5”) 

 

 
ABU’ARAB ON CAM 
IM’ARAB ON CAM 

ABU’ARAB: (In Arabic) 

“I knew they were humane and had the 

expertise.” (7”) 

 

IM’ARAB: (In Arabic) 

“And they have the technology.” (2”) 

IM’ARAB HANDS MOHAYI TO  
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ABU’ARAB   NARRATION 

But they acknowledge they’d rather 

have Mohayi’s surgery back home. (4”) 

 
ABU’ARAB ON CAM 
IM’ARAB ON CAM 

 

ABU’ARAB: (In Arabic) 

“I wish we had a hospital like this in the 

West Bank. It would make our lives 

easier” (6”) 

ABU’ARAB IN CONVERSATION WITH 
INTAKE DOCTOR 

 

DOCTOR SKETCHING  NARRATION: 

In accented Arabic, Doctor Sagi Assa 

does his best to explain Mohayi’s 

condition, drawing a sketch to clarify. 

(7”) 

 

DOCTOR TALKING TO ABU’ARAB DR. ASSA: (In Arabic) 

“This is what a normal heart looks like. 

There’s the right side and there’s the 

left” (5”) 

 

DOCTOR CHECKING MOHYI NARRATION 

Like most of Save a child’s Heart staff, 

Dr. Assa is Israeli, but the group has 

also started employing Palestinian 

doctors, nurses and support staff.(9”) 

 

FATIMA PLAYING WITH MOHAYI FATIMA: (In Arabic) 

“Remember me from last time?”(3”) 
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FATIMA IN CONVERSATION WITH  
TWO ARAB MOTHERS. 
FATIMA TRANSLATING FOR 
IM’ARAB. 

NARRATION 

Fatima Sarsour started here 7 years 

ago as a volunteer Arabic-Hebrew 

translator. Her job quickly expanded. 

(7”) 

 

FATIMA ON CAM FATIMA: (In English) 

“It’s not just to translate words, it’s also 

to translate emotions.” (3”) 

FATIMA WALKING DOWN HALLWAY.  
FATIMA WITH IM’ARAB 
FATIMA WITH ANOTHER PARENT. 

 

NARRATION 

Now a paid professional with a 

psychology degree, Fatima is skilled at 

dealing with anxious parents. (5”) 

 

FATIMA ON CAM 
IM’ARAB ON CAM 

FATIMA: (In English) 

“Some of them come with fears.” (2”) 

 

IM’ARAB: (In Arabic) 

“Fatima helped us a lot with this. She 

guided us and reassured us.  It gave us 

peace of mind when we came here.(8”)  

. 

IM’ARAB, FATIMA AND NAMA AT 
HOSPITAL BED 
NAMA ON CAM 

NAMA: (In English) 

“When they come they just don’t know 

what to expect because they don’t 

know me, they never saw a Jewish 

Israeli person.” (9”) 

 

MOHAYI CRYING WHILE BLOOD IS 
TAKEN.  
IM’ARAB KISSES MOHAYI. 

NARRATION 

Nama Payees (PAYEECE), a 
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 pediatrician takes Mohayi’s blood for 

testing. (4”) 

 

NAMA TAKING BLOOD FROM 
MOHAYI 

NAMA: (In English) 

“He is completely in our hands so I 

think it’s a very delicate situation, very 

challenging.” (4”) 

SYRINGE WITHDRAWING BLOOD 
IM’ARAB PATS MOHAYI 
 

NAT SOT 

 
 
NURSES IN ICU 
 
NURSE TENDING BABY 
 
IBRAHIM ZAARUF IN BED 
 
EXPLOSION IN GAZA 
 
DEMOLISHED GAZA HOMES 
 
PALESTINIANS CARRYING BODY 
 
GIRLS AMIDST RUBBLE 
 
DEMOLISHED GAZA HOMES 
 

NARRATION 

The week of Mohayi’s visit, there are 

two other Palestinain infants in the 

heart ward, both from Gaza. For each 

of their families, the baby’s illness 

added new fear to an already 

harrowing year. According to United 

Nations statistics 2,200 Palestinians 

were killed in the war in 2014, more 

than 500 of them children. More than 

70 Israelis were killed. And about a half 

million Palestinians lost their homes. 

(29”) 

  

RICHARD WRIGHT: (In English) 

This is a very challenging environment 

but, in which we are doing our very 

best to provide the best health cover. 

(8”) 

 

 
 
PHOTOS OF UNRWA CLINICS 

NARRATION 

Richard Wright is director of  the United 
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Nations Relief and Works Agency 

which, among other services, runs 

health clinics for Palestinian refugees 

(8”) 

  

RICHARD WRIGHT: (In English) 

I think the conflict affects people’s 

physical health and mental health. And 

it induces poverty which is bad for 

health. Lives have been displaced, 

buildings have been removed, the 

human cost of this is really devastating. 

(20”) 

 

 
 
IBRAHIM GRANDMA AND OTHERS 
IN SUPPORT GROUP 
ABU ARAB IN SUPPORT GROUP 

NARRATION 

Mohayi’s family joins in a weekly 

support group convened by Fatima.(4”) 

 

FATIMA AND ABU’ARAB IN 
SUPPORT GROUP 

FATIMA: (In Arabic) 

“What are your feelings before the 

surgery? (2”) 

 

ABU’ARAB: (In Arabic) 

“I put my faith in God.” (2”) 

 

 
ABU ARAB IN SUPPORT GROUP 

NARRATION 

Just knowing they’re being heard in the 

support group is a comfort.  (3”) 

 

FATIMA IN SUPPORT GROUP Fatima explains that the next day is the 

start of Hannukah, the Jewish festival 
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of lights. (4”) 

 

ABU’ARAB IN SUPPORT GROUP ABU’ARAB: (In Arabic) 

“What about the surgeries?” (2”) 

 

FATIMA: (In Arabic) 

No,no, I’m sure it will be a normal day. 

OLDER MAN IN SUPPORT GROUP  

NARRATION 

One thing not discussed in the group: 

the ever-present tension between 

Israelis and Palestinians, referred to by 

both sides with the euphemism “the 

situation.”  (8”) 

 

FATIMA ON CAM FATIMA: (In English) 

“You will not see families here talking 

about the situation in public. It’s a 

sensitive issue. (5”) 

NAMA ON CAM  

NAMA: (In English) 

“Politics doesn’t enter inside the walls 

of the hospital.” (4”) 

ABU’ARAB KISSES MOHAYI IN 
HOSPITAL ROOM. 

 

NARRATION 

Here the drama is much more 

personal.  (2”) 

PARENTS IN HOSPITAL ROOM 
 
 
 

 

It’s 6:30 on the morning of the surgery. 

The family has been at Wolfson 

hospital for 2 full days now. (5”) 
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 ABU’ARAB: (In Arabic) 

“I am happy with this hospital because 

they don’t differentiate between an 

Arab child or a Jewish child or a 

Christian child. (10”) 

 
 
 
PARENTS PROCEED DOWN 
HOSPITAL HALLWAY 
PARENTS AND ORDERLY ENTER 
ELEVATOR 

 

NARRATION 

As in all Israeli hospitals the operating 

room is below ground level so that 

surgeries won’t be interrupted during 

periods of rocket fire from across the 

border. (10”) 

 

 
DR. SASSON ON CAM 
 
DR. SASSON SCRUBBING 

DR. SASSON: (In English) 

“In times of crisis, many people may 

ask why are you doing it why are you 

helping our enemy? But I think most of 

the people are brought up on the notion 

that we should help other people.  

 
 
PARENTS HAND MOHAYI TO NURSE 

 

NARRATION 

Mohayi’s parents hand him to the 

Israeli nurse who will bring him to 

surgery. (4”) 

ABU ARAB ARGUING WITH NURSES 
ABU ARAB KISSES MOHAYI 
BEFORE EXITING OPERATING 
ROOM.   
DR SASSON ENTERS OPERATING 
ROOM 

 

Normally parents aren’t allowed in the 

operating room but Abu Arab insists on 

staying with his son until the last, 

possible, moment. (8”) 

SASSON ENTERS OPERATING  
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ROOM DR. SASSON: (In Hebrew) 

“Good morning.” (1”) 

DR SASSON OPENS CHEST WITH 
DRILL 
SHOT OF TWO SURGEONS PAN 
DOWN TO CHEST 
SHOT OF HEART 
WIDE SHOT OF OPERATING ROOM 

 

NARRATION 

Dr Sasson and Dr. Mekohnen, a 

surgeon from Ethiopia training at 

Wolfson begin the task of stopping 

Mohayi’s tiny heart from beating, 

putting him on a heart/lung machine so 

they can operate. (9”) 

CU OF SURGEONS 
DR SASSON CUTS PATCH 
CU OF INSERTING NEW VALVE  

 

The surgeons have two tasks: patching 

a hole in Mohayi’s heart…and 

correcting an obstruction by creating a 

new valve which will allow blood to flow 

more freely between the heart’s 

chambers. (10”) 

CU OF SASSON 
CU OF TYING SUTURES IN HEART 
MEDIUM SHOT OF TYING      

 

It’s a delicate, painstaking process. The 

surgery takes five hours. (5”) 

PARENTS IN HALLWAY 
PARENTS TALKING QUIETLY 
IM’ARAB PRAYS 
 
 

 

Mohayi’s parents wait anxiously in a 

hallway above the surgery. (3”) 

 
ABU ARAB RUNS AFTER MEDICAL 
TEAM 

 

When the operation is complete, the 

medical team transports their patient 

back to the ground floor. Abu Arab, 

beyond eager to see his son, runs 

down the hallway after Mohayi’s bed. 

(12”)  
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ABU’ARAB WALKING WITH MEDICAL 
TEAM 
IM’ARAB CRIES 
 
 

 

NAT SND 

DR. SASSON SPEAKING WITH 
ABU’ARAB, IM’ARAB AND FATIMA 
ABU’ARAB KISSES SURGEON ON 
THE CHEEK 

DR. SASSON: (In Arabic) 

“It was closed a lot and the blood 

wasn’t able to flow. We opened it and 

fixed the valve. Also there was a large 

hole between the right and the left side. 

I closed that hole.” (18”) 

 

ABU’ARAB: (In Arabic) 

“So now he won’t turn blue?”(2”) 

 

FATIMA: (In Hebrew) 

“So now he won’t turn blue?”(2”) 

 

DR. SASSON: (In Arabic) 

“No, no.”(1”) 

 

ABU ARAB (In Arabic) 

“I Just want to kiss you (1”) 

  

 
PARENTS VISIT MOHAYI IN ICU 
 

NARRATION 

The next day Abu Arab and Im’Arab 

visit their boy in intensive care. They’re 

relieved to see the tubes are removed 

and he’s breathing on his own. (10”) 

 
 
DR. TAMIR SPEAKS WITH PARENTS 

The cardiologist shares the results of 

this morning’s tests: the repair is 

complete – Mohayi’s heart is strong. 
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He punctuates the good news with the 

Arabic phrase Inshallah, God willing.  

(12”) 

DR. TAMIR WITH PARENTS  

DR. TAMIR: (In Arabic) 

“God willing, tomorrow.”(2”) 

 

ABU ARAB IN ICU NARRATION 

Abu Arab thanks the team who’ve 

cared for his son in Hebrew wishing 

them a happy Hannukah  (5”) 

  

ABU’ARAB: (In Hebrew) 

“Good day.” (2”) 

 

 
 
NAMA AND IM’ARAB WITH MOHAYI 
OR NURSE WITH MOHAYI 
ABU’ARAB KISSES A DIFFERENT 
DOCTOR 
 
 

NARRATION 

A small gesture of respect maybe but a 

meaningful reminder that critically ill 

babies aren’t the only ones whose 

hearts are being mended at Wolfson 

hospital.  (9”) 

 
DR. SASSON ON CAM 

 

DR. SASSON: (In English) 

“At the end of the day, you know that 

all of us what we want is the best for 

our children. We can overcome all the 

gaps between everything once we 

cooperate and work together.”  (16”) 

 


