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THE DURIAN MAN 
 
INTRO: 

Every year, millions of people around the world leave their countries in search of 

a better life.  But migrating to a land of milk and honey is not always sweet. Meet 

one man in New York who's known nothing but work for the past fifteen years - 

all for his children. (20”) 

 

 

VIDEO 

 

AUDIO 

 

JAY SHARPENS KNIFE 

 

JAY: (In Cantonese)  

“Let's listen first.” 

  

JAY PACKS DURIAN 

 

JAY: (In Cantonese)  

“Remember to keep it in the fridge.” 

 

JAY CUTS DURIAN JAY: (In English)  

“To me, durian is what I’m doing for life. 

That’s what I’m special for.” (5”) 
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JAY TALKS TO CUSTOMER 

 

 

JAY: (In English)  

“My name is Jay Fang and I’m 41, and 

I’m a durian retailer in New York City. I 

have been selling durian for the last 14, 

15 years.” (10”) 

 

DIFFERENT SHOTS OF DURIAN JAY: (In English)  

“Durian, tropical fruit. They’re from hot 

areas like Malaysia, Thailand, 

Cambodia, in those hot areas. I call it 

high-energy fruit. Right now the market, 

the energy drink is very popular. Durian 

is like 10 times of that and is natural.” 

(19”) 

 

JAY SMOKES JAY: (In English)  

“The first day I got off the plane, I don't 

even understand English. I don't have no 

friends. I don't have nobody to talk to.” 

(6”) 

 

JAY WALKS ON STREET IN NIGHT JAY: (In English)  

“I got sent to Long Island direct. There's 

no Chinese there you ever seen. You 

turn on the TV, you don't know what 

they're trying to tell you. There's no 

entertainment, no friend, nothing.” (9”) 

 

JAY STARES INTO THE NIGHT “I was crying every day, lock myself into 

a bathroom. I don't want to see no one.” 

(4”) 
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TITLE CARD An estimated 232 million people 

currently live outside their country of 

origin. (4”) 

 

TITLE CARD Far too many migrants have to endure 

human rights violations, discrimination 

and exploitation. United Nations Office 

of the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights. (8”) 

 

JAY WAITS FOR SUBWAY JAY: (In English) 

“All immigrants coming to this country, 

it’s not they really want to give up their 

homeland. It’s not they really think U.S. 

is better.” (10”) 

 

JAYS PLAYS GAME ON MOBILE 

PHONE WHILE COMMUNTING 

SUBWAY 

JAY: (In English) 

“I could say 100% of us, we’re all 

homesick. We all miss our homeland. 

You have your loved ones, you have 

your property, you have everything in 

your homeland. You have your family 

there. I don't really want to say it. If you 

have a choice, don't come here.”  (28”) 

 

JAY AT HIS FRUIT STAND LOOKING  

SAD 

JAY: (In English) 

“I always say the first generation here is 

only work. Work, work, work like a 

machine.”  (7”) 
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JAY SETS UP HIS FRUIT STAND JAY: (In English)  

“I make it to Chinatown around 7:30, 

8:00, and that's how I start the day.” (5”) 

 

JAY STORES DURIAN IN ICEBOX JAY: (In English) 

“We close at 8:00-8:30 every day. I take 

another hour on the train home. That is 

already like 9:00 to 10:00. That's how 

every day, almost the same.” (16”) 

 

JAY PLACES ICEBOXES ON A 

CONVEYER BELT 

JAY: (In English)  

“I have not taken holiday, vacation, 

anything during the last 15 years. We do 

have a day off. Every Tuesday, just like 

every New Yorker, one day off a week.” 

(16”) 

 

A LADY HOLDS UP A DURIAN AND 

LOOK AT IT 

JAY: (In English)  

“Eighty percent of my main customers, 

they're mainly Chinese. I also have 

customers, they come to buy durian 

because they miss the feelings of their 

homeland.” (10”) 

 

A MALE CUSTOMER IS BEING 

INTERVIEWED ON CAM 

MALE CUSTOMER: (in Cantonese) 

“I always buy from this stall because my 

wife is Malaysian. She remembers the 

experience when she was young. She 

told me she went with her friends to pick 

durian. She told me how tough it was 

and many other things.” (16”) 
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JAY WEIGHS DURIAN Jay: (In Cantonese) 

“Guaranteed the best durian. Each one 

of them. 'Superstar' level.” (5”) 

 

JAY CUTS DURIAN JAY: (In English)  

“I have people from out the state, watch 

TV or YouTube. They saw my stand and 

they know what it is, what a durian is. 

They call it a stinky fruit.”I (7”) 

 

CURIOUS PASSERSBY LOOK AT 

DURIAN 

JAY: (In English)  

“A whole group of people come to my 

fruit stand, buy a durian, and see who 

cannot take it. They eat it right there, 

and some of them throw up, some of 

them love it. It’s almost like a 

competition when you go to a bar to see 

who will get drunk first. It’s the same 

thing, see who throw up first.” (16”) 

 

JAY KEEPS PLASTIC CONTAINERS 

AT HIS FRUIT STAND 

JAY: (In English)  

“I have people buy durian from me and 

they get into a subway and everybody 

looks at them and say, "Where the hell 

does this smell come from?" You will 

feel like so embarrassed, so I think of a 

way to try and prevent that problem from 

happening again, and I have a bag 

sealer. After I open the durian, I seal it 

for everybody.” (20”) 
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JAY HANDS OVER SEALED BAG OF 

DURIAN TO HIS CUSTOMER 

JAY: (In English)  

“We have a lot of Asian ladies, they’re 

married to white guys. They’re kind of 

homesick I guess, so they pass by my 

durian stand, and they see that, and 

they buy one for home. And after they 

get home, they want to share it with their 

white husband. And the odor, and the 

taste of it, drive their husband crazy.” 

(21”) 

 

JAY REMOVES THE FLESH OF 

DURIAN AND PLACES IT IN A FOOD 

CONTAINER 

JAY: (In English)  

“I got a lady come back and tell me, 

‘Okay my husband banned durian from 

home, tell me not to buy durian to take 

home anymore. If you want to eat it, go 

eat it in the backyard.’ ” (10”) 

 

JAY COUNTS THE CASH KEPT IN 

THE TIPPING BOX 

JAY: (In English)  

“I don't want my kids to follow in my 

footsteps. I want him to become 

something successful, like a doctor. So I 

could support him to achieve his goal.” 

(16”) 

 

JAY SWEEPS THE FLOOR OF HIS 

FRUIT STAND 

“In 10, 20 years, I wish he could support 

me back so I don't have to work 

anymore. I want to retire.”  (8”) 

  

 


