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21ST CENTURY SHOW # 71 
 

SHOW OPEN, GRAPHIC AND MUSIC (25’) 
 
TEASES  
 
Coming up on 21st Century… (2’) 

 
[TEASE SIGNMARK] 

In Finland, the deaf man who refused to give up on his dreams (SOT; 

Signmark: “The message about me needing to stop really strengthened my 

resolve and made me want to go back and get it right and prove them wrong")....  

One man's fight to prove his doubters wrong once and for all (25”) 

 

[TEASE TOGO] 

And, in Togo, too many living without electricity   (SOT Chief Nene: 
"just as life is a right, electricity is part and parcel of life. A right that no one 

should be denied.") A bold plan in West Africa to achieve power for all - 

can this elusive goal be met? (23”) 
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ANCHOR INTRO #1 (24”) 
 
Hello and welcome to 21st Century, I'm Daljit Dhaliwal 
 
[INTRO SIGNMARK] 
 

In high school, he was told that he couldn’t hope to have a career as 

a musician. Because, he was deaf. But still, he dreamed of becoming 

a rap star and bringing his music ... and his message ...to the world. 

Join us for a story of true determination and defiance – the story of 

Signmark. (24”) 

 

SCRIPT SEGMENT #1 (12.17”) 

Silent Shout: the “Most Deaf” Rapper 
 
 

VIDEO 
 

AUDIO 
 

SIGNMARK AND OTHERS IN 

VAN, ARRIVE AT EVENT. 

 

SIGNMARK INTERVIEW 

 

MUSIC VIDEO 

 

 

SIGNMARK ON CAMERA 
 

 

 

 

 
 

MUSIC  UP – LYRICS:  

It ain’t easy man – picture yourself in my shoes: 

the daily life of me. Yeah, this is my blues. (7”)   

 

SIGNMARK: (In English, through interpreter) 

I could feel the beat. It was relatively simple. It 

was powerful. It was strong. (5”) 

 

NARRATION: 

He was born deaf - but that didn’t stop him: 

now 33 years old, and known as Signmark, 

he’s become a rapper with a worldwide 

following. (8”.5’) 
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SIGNMARK CONCERT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINNESOTAT CONCERT 

 

MUSIC  UP – LYRICS:  

They want to know – how do I answer the 

phone – and can I drive a car – how I get 

chicks in the bar? How do I wake up if I can’t 

hear the alarm clock? What about 

communicating in the dark? (12’) 

 

NARRATION: 

Signmark, who’s from Finland, was drawn to 

rap music when he was a teenager. (5”) 

 

SIGNMARK: (In English, through interpreter) 

 

The music was full of attitude. The videos were 

full of attitude and I was really impressed by 

that. At that time, when I fell in love with rap 

music and the hip hop culture, I wasn’t really 

thinking about the fact it was black music or it 

was American music in some way. It was 

music. (16”) 

 

NARRATION: 

And now that same music has become 

Signmark’s language of change. As the first 

deaf rapper ever to be signed by a major record 

label – Signmark’s aim is no less than to shatter 

stereotypes about deaf people once and for all. 

(15”) 

 

MUSIC UP: LYRICS:  

It ain’t what you say, it’s more what you do at 

the end of the day. Can I count on you? (4”) 

 

NARRATION: 
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SIGNMARK AND BRANDON ON 

STAGE 

 

 

PHOTOS OF SIGNMARK WITH 

FAMILY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTO SIGNMARK AS TEENAGER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signmark, real name Marko Vuoriheimo, takes 

his medium and message of inclusion all over 

the globe – like this concert at Minnesota 

University, the last stop on his most recent tour 

of the United States. (12”)  
MUSIC UP: LYRICS (CONCERT):  

You’re still looking at me strange. I’m the first 

deaf rapper and the industry ain’t the same. It 

you want to talk to the man, the man don’t 

listen, talk to the hand. (9”)  
NARRATION: 

On stage, Signmark uses sign language for the 

deaf audience, while his collaborator, Brandon, 

seen on the left, sings for the hearing audience. 

Speaking through an interpreter, Signmark tells 

us he was seven years old when he first 

realised he needn’t be shut out from music. 

Until that moment, he’d only been able to watch 

as his hearing Grandparents sang Christmas 

carols. (26”)  
SIGNMARK : (In English, through interpreter) 

 

One Christmas I sat with my grandma and 

grandpa and begged them. I asked them if I 

could try to sign their Christmas carols myself. 

So I asked my grandmother to look at me when 

she sang, and I read her lips and copied what I 

could and turned it into sign language best I 

could, and signed it for my mum and dad. 

That’s how I fell in love with music. (19”)  
NARRATION: 

Here’s how it works: Signmark first of all writes 
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 MUSIC VIDEO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTDOOR CONCERT 

 

 

 

 

 

SILENT SHOUT EVENT 

ETHIOPIA/MINNESOTA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CROWD OF PEOPLE USING SIGN 

LANGUAGE 

 

down a message or a story. Brandon then 

converts this into lyrics in English, while 

Signmark develops matching sign language…. 

There’s one catch – both the English lyrics and 

the sign language have to rhyme – but rhyming 

in sign language has its own rules. (21”) 

 

SIGNMARK: (In English, through interpreter) 

Sign language has four parameters. One is 

hand shape. One is movement. One is palm 

orientation and then placement. (11”) 

 

SIGN-LANGUAGE LESSON 

So even when the world comes crashing down. 

Even though my luck would turn around. (8”) 

 

NARRATION: 

In sign language you have visual rhymes – the 

rhyme is created by the same shape, rather 

than the same sound – for example a pointing 

finger. (10”) 

 

SIGNMARK (In English, through interpreter) 

It means “bored”. If I change the placement of 

bored, I mean “serious”. So that’s rhyme. (8”) 

 

MUSIC, LYRICS: 

Can this be the end of the transmission, of 

sending you a message, since you went 

missing. (7”) 

 

NARRATION: 

Signmark also helps decide on the rhythm and 

the instrumentation for each track – he learned 

what he wanted from watching MTV music 
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MIDDLEBROOK INTERVIEW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIGNMARK CONCERT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIGNMARK CONCERTS ETHIOPIA, 

JAPAN, PHOTOS UK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTDOOR SIGN-LANGUAGE 

LESSON 

 

videos when he was growing up. (9”) 

 

SIGNMARK: (In English, through interpreter) 

I really watched how, for instance, a violin 

player – what their face looked like, what they 

did – and that gave me some clues about the 

music. (8.5”) 

 

On stage it’s really important that I have good 

bass, so that I can feel the beat pulsing. (6”) 

 

NARRATION: 

He senses that pulse through his feet. (2”) 
 

SIGNMARK (In English, through interpreter) 

I work with Brandon. I can read his lips to see 

where he’s at in the song and we key off each 

other. He can see my signs and we key off of 

that. (7”) 

 

NARRATION: 

So far Signmark has taken his visual poetry to 

five continents, performing live – from this 

concert in Ethiopia in Africa, to the United 

Kingdom, to Japan. But none of this came 

easily - discouragement started early, when he 

was at high school. (20”) 

 

SIGNMARK (In English, through interpreter) 

For me, I wanted to be an artist and all my 

teacher could say to me was, ‘well I understand 

you have dreams. I understand you have 

passion – and I think that’s great, but you also 

need to understand and accept that you’re 

deaf.’ (11”) 
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SIGNMARK ON CAMERA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC VIDEO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RADCLIFFE ON CAMERA 

 

 

 

SET UP RADCLIFFE IN OFFICE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALBUM COVERS 

 

 

 

I’ve had plenty of people stab me in the back. 

I’ve had plenty of people trying to pull me down. 

Lots of Finnish, hearing artists who are 

resentful I’m travelling the world and my 

success is out there to see, and lots of people 

are resentful of that. (14”) 

 

MUSIC, LYRICS 

What are you doing over there, there’s a party 

over here. Winners over here – losers over 

there. (5”) 

 

SIGNMARK (In English, through interpreter) 

The message about me needing to stop really 

strengthened my resolve and made me want to 

back and get it right and prove them wrong. 

And I did. (8.5”) 

 

CHARLES RADCLIFFE (In English) 

He’s really touching many thousands of people 

with his message. (3”) 

 

NARRATION: 

Charles Radcliffe, of the United Nations Human 

Rights Office in New York, says Signmark is 

contributing to a global change in attitudes – a 

rebellion against the traditional exclusion of 

disabled people from jobs and education – 

even from social life. (15”) 

 

CHARLES RADCLIFFE (In English) 

What we are seeing now – and it’s been a 

process that’s been happening for two decades 

or so - is a shift in people’s attitudes. We are 
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MUSIC VIDEO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTOS 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTSIDE EVENT NEW YORK 

 

 

 

CONCERT 

 

 

SIGNMARK TALKING WITH DEAF 

PEOPLE 

 

 

 

MIDDLEBROOK ON CAMERA 

 

 

 

EVENT IN NEW YORK  

not looking now at what is wrong with the 

individual, but what is wrong with the 

environment that is preventing people with 

disabilities from enjoying the same rights as 

everybody else. (15”) 

 

BRANDON: ENGLISH (AT CONCERT) 

Even if the world comes crashing down, and 

even if…(7”) 

 

NARRATION: 

Helping people alter their perception of deaf 

people is a key part of Signmark’s 

performances. Wherever he goes he stages an 

event he calls a silent shout -  a mass lesson in 

sign-language –  (9”)  
MUSIC, LYRICS (CONCERT): 

Even if the world comes crashing down and 

even if my luck would turn around, I stand tall 

proud back against the wall.(9.5”)  
NARRATION: 

Signmark’s message is particularly resonant 

here at the University of Minnesota which has a 

proud and strong tradition of providing support 

to its deaf and hard of hearing community.  Part 

of that community is third year student TJay 

Middlebrook (14”)  
T JAY MIDDLEBROOK (In English) 
I think Signmark is beyond amazing. He is the 

definition of the ability of what deaf people 

have. Sometimes they underestimate 

themselves, but when you see him – when I 

see him, it makes me realize that the whole 
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UN BUILDING 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTSIDE EVENTS WITH 

SIGNMARK 

 

 

SIGNMARK REENACTING SCENES 

THROUGH MUSIC 

 

 

BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIGNMARK ON CAMERA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLACK AND WHITE 

world is out there waiting for me to do 

something and I just have to take the step 

forward out the door. (19”) 

 
 
NARRATION: 

Both of Signmark’s albums to date challenge 

any notion that deaf people should accept 

limitations. (7”) 

 

His current CD – Breaking the Rules – sends 

out a confident challenge to the critics who 

doubted him.(6”) 

 

But the sound, and tone on his first release was 

very different. Called simply – “Signmark” - it 
was mostly in Finnish.  One video from the 

album attracted especial attention in Finland – 

it tells the darker side to the history of deaf 

people there in the twentieth century. (17”) 

 

After discovering that deaf people were legally 

barred from marrying from 1929 to 1969  – 

Signmark decided to re-enact in his video the 

anguish of a deaf couple from that period – told 

they weren’t allowed to have a child together. 

(13”) 

 

SIGNMARK (In English, through interpreter) 

I broke a lot of hearts, made a lot of people cry 

from that album there was a lot of rage and 

anger – I was bringing a lot of deaf history out 

into the open (12”) 

 

NARRATION: 

From the thirties onward, in Finland, a number 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOMAN WITH LOUDSPEAKER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIGNMARK ON CAMERA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UN BUILDING 

 

of deaf women were sterilized – no one knows 

how many. The policy was influenced by 

pseudo-scientific eugenics theories, which held 

that the Finnish race would degenerate if 

disabled people were allowed to procreate. 

(17”) 

 

ANNOUNCER AT OUTSIDE EVENT:  

We want all of those cameras to see you 

signing something. So the world’s governments 

and the people all over the world…(6”) 

 

NARRATION: 

But for Signmark, the battles to be fought are 

not just about history, they are also very much 

about the present – he wants people to think 

carefully about how they regard deaf people – 

is deafness a disability – or something else? 

(14”) 

 

SIGNMARK (In English, through interpreter) 

My only aid really is an interpreter. But 

interpreting is still language. It’s not an aid per 

se. If you knew sign language I wouldn’t need 

an interpreter here, right? So am I disabled or 

just a linguistic minority? (21”) 
 

SIGNMARK AT EVENT: 

There are not enough people representing 

disabilities and other minorities in decision-

making. (3.5”) 
 

NARRATION: 

Designated by the government of Finland as a 

special representative for disabled people, 
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T JAY ON CAMERA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signmark is part of the working group on the 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities – his goal is to push 

for access for deaf people into every area of 

life. (16”) 

 

T JAY MIDDLEBROOK (In English) 
There is access everywhere. You just have to 

stand up and fight for it. Because if you don’t, 

it’s not going to be given to you on a silver 

platter. You have to fight for it. I feel like people 

need to start seeing people as somebody to 

love and I just hope that people have that in 

their hearts some day soon. (17”) 

 

NARRATION: 

Signmark and many other courageous 

campaigners are working to bring that day 

closer for an estimated 70 million deaf people 

globally - looking to be treated as equals, 

determined to live life at full volume. (13”) 

 

SIGNMARK (In English, through interpreter) 

We’re all human, that’s the common thread. (3”)

 

(Music Sound up) 
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ANCHOR INTRO #2 (25”) 
 
[INTRO TOGO] 
 

In today's fast-paced modern world, the idea of turning off the power, 

even for a moment, may seem a welcome relief for some. We travel 

to Togo in West Africa where living without electricity is a harsh reality 

for more than 80 percent of its population. But now, an innovative 

new program is bringing hope to millions. Here's our story ....(25”) 
 

SCRIPT – SEGMENT # 2 (10.13’)  
Togo:  Lighting Up The Land 

  

 

  
 
          VIDEO   AUDIO 
   
WOMEN CARRYING FIREWOOD 
SUN SET/CHILDREN 
PLAYINGSOCCER 
 WOMEN COOKING OVER 
FIREWOOD/BATHING CHILDREN 
    
SILHOUETTE AZI MARY POUNDING 
PALM NUTS 
   

 

  

NARRATION 

It’s late afternoon in the Togolese village of 

Amongotideke in West Africa…(5’) 

 

People are returning home,… and children are 

finishing up their games. .. Soon the sun will set and 

darkness will take over….(15”) 

At 7 pm – it’s already hard to see…  There’s no 

electricity here, a painful reality for 37- year old Azi 

Mary Azegui (15”) 

AZI MARY (In Ewe) 

“We should not be left in the dark. I am angry and 
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VILLAGE CELEBRATION 
   
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
CHIEF NENE 
   
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

frustrated” (6.5”) 

 

(NAT SOUND DANCE MUSIC)  
NARRATION 

But there’s a very different feeling less than two 

kilometers away in the village of Batoume … people 

are celebrating… It’s the first anniversary of the arrival 

of electricity here. (16”) 

 

Batoume is one of the first rural communities in all of 

West Africa to become electrified in an innovative 

regional program designed to bring power to millions 

of people. (11”) 

 

CHIEF NENE (In French) 
“Just as life is a right, electricity is part and parcel of 

life - a right that no one should be denied.  How can 

people be denied such a right in the 21st 

Century”  (11”) 

 

NARRATION 

Nene Appaulo IV is the district’s Traditional Chief.  He 

believes everyone here should have access to 

electricity, not just the village of Batoume. (12”) 
 

CHIEF NENE (In French) 
“There are many villages here.  Unfortunately they 

have yet to benefit from it.” (5”) 

  

NARRATION 

Around the world according to United Nations 

estimates, some1.6 billion people have no electricity - 

many are the rural poor in Africa. (11”) 

 



 14

 

 

LANDSCAPE/VILLAGERS 

 

AZI MARY IN FIELD/GATHERING 

FIREWOOD 
  

 

AZI MARY 

 
 
 FAMILY EATING 

 

PEOPLE AROUND  BONIFIRE 
 
 
BOY STUDYING UNDER KEROSENE 

LIGHT 

 
TRAVELING SHOTS AT NIGHT 
 

In Togo alone, more than 80% of the population is 

without power, including Azi Mary’s village where no 

power means no industry, no health center… and 

fewer educational opportunities….  Farming is the 

only source of income. (21”) 
 

Azi Mary (In Ewe) 

“If we have electricity, I can sell fish and make ice 

cream.  It will give me some extra income and peace 

of mind.” (7”) 

  

NARRATION 

Something Azi Mary needs. She and her ten children 

and six grandchildren …eat only once a day -cooking 

with firewood can take up to several hours… and 

without refrigeration their food spoils in soaring 

temperatures that can rise above 40 degrees Celsius 

(24”) 
 

And at night, danger lurks in the darkness here.  

Bonfires and kerosene lamps - the only sources of 

light - emit particles, gases and burning embers. (12”)

  

AZI MARY (In Ewe) 
“One night, one of my children fell asleep under an oil-

lamp. The book caught fire and almost burnt him.” (9”)

 

NARRATION 
The road, without street lights, is also full of unseen 

hazards. (5”) 

 

AZI MARY (In Ewe) 
“Many bad things can happen in the dark.  We can be 

bitten by snakes. Some women deliver their babies 

while traveling to far off health centres…sometimes 
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PEOPLE WALKING IN DARKNESS 
  

 
  

LOME STREET SCENE  AT NIGHT 

 

 

 

 

GHANA/VOLTA RIVER/AKOSOMBO 

DAM  
  

WORKERS IN TRANSMISSION 

PLANT/WAPP MEETNG 

 

 

 

 

 

GRAHPICS 

 

the newborns can be bitten by swarms of fire ants.”  

(16”) 
 

NARRATION 

These stories are common across Togo, a country 

with very few of its own energy resources. It imports 

more than three quarters of its electric power mostly 

from neighboring Ghana. But even Ghana’s electricity 

supply is limited. (19”) 

 

Ghana’s main dam – Akosombo – is now more than 

forty years old and not able to keep pace with growing 

energy demand. (8”) 

 

Old and inadequate power infrastructure is a 

widespread problem across all of West Africa. (6”) 

 

And so in 2000, the Economic Community of West 

African States created a consortium of electricity 

companies - from Togo, Ghana and thirteen other 

countries - to tackle the region’s alarming electricity 

shortage.  The West African Power Pool, or WAPP as 

they’re known, developed a bold plan to restore and 

expand power plants and grids. (26”) 
 

 

The first step - create an elaborate transmission 

network to distribute energy across the region – a total 

of 16,000 high tension power lines. More than one 

third have been completed. (14”) 

 

Another step – construct new power plants over the 

next decade, mostly hydro-electric, others using solar 

and wind energy. (9”) 
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POWER LINES 

 

 

 

 

WAPP MEETING 

 

 

POWER LINES  

 

 

SET UP MENSAH 

 

 

GHANA ELECTRIC DIRECTOR 

 

 

 

SCHOOL CLASSROOM 

Backed by the World bank and others, these projects 

cost some 24 billion dollars. (6”) 

 

But the challenge remained – exactly how to meet the 

immediate needs of so many people here currently 

living without any electricity. (8”) 

 

The answer – WAPP initiated a project called “cross-

border rural electrification” which encourages 

countries to use their existing power lines to feed 

electricity directly into the communities and houses of 

those in neighboring countries. (18”) 

 

Batoume, located just across the border from Ghana, 

was one of the first villages in Togo to benefit from 

this “cross-border” plan when, in 2009, the Ghana 

Electric Company, funded by the European Union, 

began to erect power lines that extended the grid from

their country into Batoume. (19”) 

 

William Hutton-Mensah is Acting Managing Director of 

Ghana Electric Company. (5”) 

 

HUTOON-MENSAH (In English) 

“It’s cheaper for us to extend to those communities 

from our end / we feel it is also our obligation to help 

them” (7”) 

  

NARRATION 

Beatrice Agogli teaches at Batoume’s village school. 

(4”) 

 

AGOGLI  (In French) 

“Electricity has changed a lot of things in this village / 

Before, around 3 pm, our classroom was dark, The 
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STUDENTS IN CLASS 

 

LIGHTBULB 

 

 

HEALTH CLINIC 

 

 

DR KOSTIIBABY GETTING 

VACCINATION 

 

VILLAGERS IN STORE AND WOMEN 

SELLING FOODOUTSIDE 

 

 

 

 

 

CISSE ON CAMERA 

 

kids could not see what we wrote on the 

blackboard…After we got electricity, everything was 

clear.  When we turn the lights on, they can see. (22”)

 

NARRATION 

And the electricity is also helping to save lives here by 

keeping vaccines and other medications fresh says 

the village’s Doctor Kosti (9”)  

 

DR KOSTI (In French) 

“We have a fridge, in which we keep the vaccine… 

now when women give birth here, we can give the 

vaccine right after birth”. (12”) 

 

 

The arrival of electricity has also brought a spark to 

the once sleepy village – a spark igniting a flurry of 

small business. (10”) 

 

Villagers can now work late into the night, earning 

extra income.  Electricity, even a small amount of it, is 

providing the opportunity for the rural poor here  to 

break out of poverty. (15”) 

 

The plan now is for Batoume to be a new power hub 

for extending electricity to the surrounding villages but 

with limited funding, not everyone can benefit, says 

Cisse Mustapha, Project Coordinator for 

WAPP.(16.5”) 

 

CISSE (In English) 

“Sometimes it is painful if you send the power to one 

village and find another village next door, which just a 

few meters away cannot be supplied because there 

are no resources…But we hope that with time, we get 
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VILLAGE SCENES 

 

 

AZI MARY WALKING 

 

 

AZI ON CAMERA 

the money and support to extend electricity to as 

many people in the rural areas as possible.” (23”) 

 

NARRATION 

But for Azi Mary and those in her village where power 

lines pass just overhead, their hope for electricity 

continues to remain tantalizingly close…but just out of 

reach. (13”) 

 

AZI MARY 

“We are the same people. Why is it that Batoume 

enjoys the promise of electricity that has been denied 

us. We have been left in the middle and abandoned in 

the dark.” (19”) 

 

 

TAG: 
To date, some 20 Togolese towns and villages along its western border now 

have electricity and plans are currently underway to connect Azi Mary’s village 

to the power grid. (11”) 
 
 

CLOSE  
And that’s all for this edition of 21st century. Sharing the world’s 
stories, I’m Daljit Dhaliwal. We’ll see you next time, until then goodbye. (9”)  
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