
	

													 															 																	 	
	

	

																																																																							    	
 

In support of: 
 

                                                            
 

Side-event during UN Commission on the Status of Women 62 (CSW62) 
“Leveraging the power of ICTs for rural women and girls” 

 
20 March 2018 
1:15 pm to 2:45 pm 

Conference Room # 7 (seats 114 persons) 
UN Conference building 

 
CONCEPT NOTE 

 
With very few exceptions, women in developing countries and least developed countries 
(LDCs) are less likely than men to use new information and communication technologies 
(ICTs), and even less likely to own them, with close to 60 percent of the female population in 
these countries not owning a mobile phone (GSMA 2015). Worldwide, the internet user 
gender gap is 12 percent, but this widens significantly in less developed regions, reaching 16 
percent in developing countries and 33 percent in LDCs (ITU 2017).  Data on rural women 
and ICTs is scarce, but what little is available suggests that they usually fare worse compared 
to both urban women and rural men in terms of access to and adoption of ICTs, and may face 
a host of barriers including lack of affordability, lack of relevant content, social and cultural 
norms, and illiteracy, even when connectivity is available. As the pace of technological 
change increases and economies become more digital the risks of being left behind and 
digital divides becoming digital chasms are also growing.   
 
Agenda 2030 recognizes that the spread of ICTs and global interconnectedness has great 
potential to accelerate human progress, to bridge the digital divide and to develop knowledge 
societies. Furthermore, in a world permeated by data, its efficient use will help better direct 
efforts from public and private actors to improve people’s lives. If the interests, needs and 
constraints of rural women and girls are properly identified and addressed, the potential of 
ICTs to enable empowerment and improvement of livelihoods is substantial, including in 
areas such as agriculture, education, employment, health, and access to financial services.   



	

 
To this end, this event seeks to:  

(i) raise awareness and inspire governments and stakeholders to prioritize ICT access 
and use for this key segment of the population;  

(ii) showcase exciting initiatives from around the world that are using ICTs to enable 
the empowerment of rural women and girls, highlighting the lessons learned, 
success factors and pitfalls to avoid to replicate such efforts elsewhere; 

(iii) explore the role that collaboration, including on data use and analysis, can play in 
increasing the impact for the empowerment of rural women and girls of ICTs.  

 
The session is a collaboration between ITU, FAO, ITC and GSMA, the mobile industry 
association, and is organized also in support of EQUALS (equals.org): the Global Partnership 
for Gender Equality in the Digital Age, which seeks to bring women and girls to tech and 
tech to women and girls. The event is also co-sponsored by the Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of Mali to the United Nations.   
 
Format 
 
The event will be in the form of a moderated panel discussion with 4 or 5 speakers. Each 
speaker will share perspectives from her or his organization in response to questions from the 
moderator relating to the themes of the session.   
 
The session will include a Q&A component to enable attendees to add their own insights to 
the themes in the form of comments or questions.  GSMA, which is chairing the W20’s 
working group on digital inclusion, will share the summary of the session with the W20. 
 
A 2-page handout highlighting key initiatives relevant to the themes with links to further 
information will be available in the room and online along with other materials prepared by 
the organizers on how ICTs are being used to empower rural women and girls. The session 
will be webcast and recorded.  
 
 
 


