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Concept  

Every 10 minutes, somewhere in the world, an adolescent girl dies as a result of violence. While violence in 

various forms is a risk and reality across the life course, the gendered profile of violence becomes even more 

pronounced as girls reach adolescence; yet a gap continues to exist between child protection initiatives and 

adult-focused GBV programming. This event will explore experiences of violence in childhood and 

adolescence, with a sharp focus on the impact of GBV on the development of adolescent girls in developing 

settings, humanitarian crises and protracted conflicts. Gender transformative approaches to better prevent 

and respond to violence at an early age and during adolescence will be discussed, including initiatives to 

address practices based on gender inequality that perpetuate GBV, such as child marriage and FGM/C. By 

amplifying the voices of adolescents and connecting their experiences to policy and technical expertise, this 

event aims to bridge the gap between violence against children and violence against women, improving 

multi-sector programmes to more effectively meet the unique needs of adolescent girls worldwide.  

 

Questions 

Violence in various forms is a risk and reality across the age spectrum. As girls and boys reach the second 

decade, the gendered profile of violence becomes even more pronounced. In this event we are focusing on 

the experience of gendered based violence during the second decade, and efforts to tackle it. These are 

some of the questions we are looking to explore:  

 

The adolescent + gender lenses  

• What is the specific gender profile of adolescents’ experience of violence? 

 

The role of gender norms  

• What is the role of gender norms and values in perpetuating violence and exploitation, especially as it 

relates to the links between violence against children, adolescents and women?  

• How do practices based on gender inequality, such as child marriage, perpetuate GBV? What is best 

practice in addressing these issues?  

 

Programming  

• How can we better address the ‘gap’ that adolescent girls fall through, between childhood and 

adulthood—they experience adolescent girl-specific forms of violence including FGM/C and early 

marriage, yet most programs are tailored to either address very young children or adult women without 

an intentional focus on adolescent girls who fall in between. 

• How can programmes better prevent and respond to violence in the second decade and provide 

tailored solutions across that age spectrum?  

• Are there promising practices that offer an integrated approach across multiple sectors – including 

SRHR, education, health and justice?  



 

 

• What can CP programming learn from GBV interventions particularly around gender transformative 

approaches to preventing violence 

 

Humanitarian and crisis settings  

• How do humanitarian crises and protracted conflicts affect the experience of gender-based violence and 

its effect on the second decade?   

 

Aim of the Side Event:  

1. Allow people to connect  

2. Increase support and commitment to the Call to Action to end GBV 

3. Raise awareness, highlighting good practices and effective strategies to protect adolescents from all 

forms of gender-based violence 

4. Contribute to improving evidence-informed policies and programmes that intentionally address 

adolescent exposure or experiences of violence, including links to violence in earlier childhood  

5. Contribute to increasing investment in the area 

6. Encourage increased disaggregated data collection, research, monitoring and evaluation of initiatives 

focused on violence in childhood preventing and responding to and adolescent experiences of gender-

based violence. 

Speakers 

Opening Welcome:  

• UNICEF DED (TBC) 

Chair/Facilitator: 

• Mary Ellsberg, Founding Director of the Global Women's Institute at George Washington University 

Speakers:  

• Lois Quam, CEO Pathfinder International 

• Michelle Nunn, CEO Care International USA 

• H.E. Mr. Ali Naseer Mohamed, PR of Maldives to the UN (TBC) 

• H.E. Ms. Sima Sami Bahous, PR of Jordan to the UN (TBC) 

• Sophia Wanjiku Ngugi, Kenya (IRC)  

• Beatrice Savadye, Zimbabwe (Roots, nominated by Girls Not Brides) 

• Xhorda, Albania (Save the Children) 

• S M Shaikat, Bangladesh (SERAC, nominated by Girls Not Brides)  

Closing Remarks  

• Dr Nicola Jones, GAGE Director, Principal Research Fellow, Overseas Development Institute  


