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Ministerial Side-Event 

 

Implementing the Plan of Action for Religious Leaders and Actors to Prevent  Incitement to 

Violence that Could Lead to Atrocity Crimes 

 

Monday, 25 September 2017 

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM, Conference Room 11, United Nations, New York 

 

The event will be webcast live on http://webtv.un.org 

 

 

Background 

In societies that are under stress, one of the warning signs and triggers of violence that can lead to 

genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity (“atrocity crimes”) is the kind of messages in 

public discourse and the media that spread hostility and hatred and encourage to incite  people to 

commit violence against specific individuals or communities, often on the basis of their religious or 

ethnic identity.  There has been an alarming rise in hate speech and incitement in recent years, both 

in peaceful and conflict situations.  In many instances, incitement to violence has accompanied the 

persecution and vitimisation of various religious communities, including in Central African 

Republic, Iraq, Myanmar and Syria. 

While States have the primary responsibility to protect their populations from atrocity crimes, other 

actors can contribute to preventing these crimes and their incitement, including religious leaders, 

faith-based organisations and community-based religious actors.  Although some religious leaders 

and actors have been responsible for hate speech and incitement to violence, many others have 

taken action to prevent violence and its incitement in various ways, including by disseminating 

messages of peace  and promoting tolerance and respect. 

Given the particular influence of religious actors, the United Nations Office on Genocide 

Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect (OGPRtoP) has therefore sought to engage with 

religious leaders and actors through a series of consultations, known as the Fez Process, that 

focused on the development and implementation of strategies for preventing incitement to violence 

around the world.  

The Fez Process lasted two years and engaged more than 200 religious actors from 77 countries.  It 

resulted in the development of the Plan of Action for Religious Leaders and Actors to Prevent 

Incitement to Violence that Could Lead to Atrocity Crimes (the “Plan of Action”).  The Plan of 

Action was launched at the United Nations Headquarters on 14 July 2017 by the United Nations 

Secretary-General.  The Plan of Action consists of a series of actions that religious leaders and 

actors, who are essential players in atrocity crimes prevention, can take to curb incitement to 

violence.  The Secretary-General called for wide dissemination and implementation of the Plan of 

Action as “it can help to save lives, reduce suffering, and realize our shared vision of peaceful, 



2 

 

inclusive and just societies in which diversity is valued and the rights of all individuals are 

protected”.  

Objective of the event 

This side-event aims to emphasize the role of religious leaders and actors in preventing incitement 

to violence that could lead to atrocity crimes, and secure broad ownership and engagement from 

different actors for the implementation of the Plan of Action – at national, regional and international 

levels.  

To be held during the high level segment of the 72nd Session of the United Nations General 

Assembly, this high-level event will highlight the importance of implementing the Plan of Action to 

Member States, the United Nations system and civil society, and will help place this issue high on 

the United Nations agenda for the coming year.  

Participants at this side-event will be encouraged to comment on existing or future initiatives that 

can serve to implement the Plan of Action.  These efforts can include but are not limited to action 

by religious leaders and are expected to involve a range of stakeholders, including state institutions, 

civil society, media, as well as regional and international organizations.  

Co-sponsors 

The United Nations Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect 

The Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See to the United Nations 

The Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect  

The United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on Religion and Development 

 

Program 

Moderator: Dr. Simon Adams, Executive Director, Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect 

Opening remarks: 

H.E. Archbishop Paul Richard Gallagher, Secretary for Relations with States of the Holy See 

Mr. Adama Dieng, Under-Secretary-General and Special Adviser of the UN Secretary-General on 

the Prevention of Genocide 

Mr. Achim Steiner, Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme  

 

Speakers: 

- Ms. Azza Karam, UNFPA Senior Adviser on Culture and Chair of IATF on Religion and 

Development 

- Alvaro Albacete, Deputy Secretary-General, KAICIID Dialogue Center  

- Rev. Kyoichi Sugino, Deputy Secretary General Religions for Peace International  

- Hind Kabawat, Director of Interfaith Peacebuilding at the Center for World Religions Diplomacy 

& Conflict Resolution, George Mason University 

- Fr. James Oyet Latansio, General Secretary of the South Sudan Council of Churches 

- Sadhvi Saraswati, Global Interfaith WASH Alliance and Director of Divine SAkhti Foundation  

- Ehpraim Isaac,  Director of the Institute of Semitic Studies, PrincetonUniversity and and the Chair 

of the Board of the Ethiopian Peace and Development Center 

 

Comments from the floor (priority will be given to Member States), Questions & Answers  


