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Concept Note on Leave No One Behind: Actions and 

Commitments for Women’s Economic Empowerment  
19 September 2017, 15.00 – 15:25  

 
Background 
The UN Secretary General’s High-Level Panel on Women’s 
Economic Empowerment, established in January 2016, was tasked with 
developing an action-oriented agenda in support of women’s economic 
empowerment in the context of achieving the SDGs of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. With powerful and influential membership 
representing governments, the private sector, civil society and the global 
multi-lateral institutions, the HLP has combined energy, commitment and 
action to further the empowerment of women across the world. The HLP 
has produced two reports, identifying seven drivers of change and 
presenting recommendations for transformative actions necessary to 
advance women’s economic empowerment. The 61st Commission on the 
Status of Women, which took place in March 2017, exploring the theme of 
Women’s economic empowerment in the changing world of work, in its 
agreed conclusions, also acknowledged the work and contribution of the 
HLP.  
 
The Group of Champions of Women’s Economic Empowerment 
was established to ensure that the work of the High-Level Panel is taken 
forward through the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and to champion 
women’s economic empowerment in their countries, as well as regionally 
and globally.  
 
The members of the HLP, Group of Champions, along with the HLP 
Secretariat are collaborating to organise the Roundtable on Women’s 
Economic Empowerment, during the high-level week at the 72nd regular 
session of the UN General Assembly, with the aim to sustain the 
momentum and impact of the HLP towards the achievement of the Agenda 
2030. Details of the event are as below.  
 
Objectives 

• Bringing together political leaders and partners in support of the 
global call for action of the UNSG’ High-Level Panel (HLP) on 
Women’s Economic Empowerment, with a focus on leaving no one 
behind 
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• Follow-up and uptake on strong commitments already made and 
focus on action taken and impact made.  

• Contribution to building of a global movement for women’s 
economic empowerment, consisting of decision-makers and leaders 
who are positioned to make change. 

 
Expected outcomes  

(a) High-level leadership, commitment and visibility for a global 
movement on Women’s Economic Empowerment as a key factor in 
achievement of Agenda 2030, with a focus on leaving no one behind;  

(b) Sharing and exchange of concrete actions for translating law, 
policy and programmes for women’s economic empowerment on the 
ground, in line with the HLP’s seven drivers of transformation  

 
Key recommendations under each of the seven drivers of change and 
the broader enabling environment presented by the High-Level Panel in its 
second report (March 2017)1, form the basis of more than 250 
commitments2 made by member states and other stakeholders to take 
forward the recommendations of the HLP. The high-level event at the 
UNGA will focus on actions and progress on these commitments to 
highlight leadership of member states and other stakeholders, and to call 
for an expansion of this global movement. 
Proposed agenda 
The event will be a high-level roundtable dialogue to demonstrate 
leadership and commitment of stakeholders for women’s economic 
empowerment in the context of Agenda 2030. The roundtable will be 
followed by interventions from different stakeholders, presenting the 
concrete actions organizations and institutions have taken to move forward 
the agenda.   
Member States, HLP members and stakeholders will present how they have 
translated their commitment to the HLP recommendations into real 
change in women’s lives in support of the achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals. Speakers include: 

• Heads of State/government – Bangladesh, Costa Rica, Rwanda, and 
the UK  

• International/multilateral organisations – Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka 
(UN Women) and Christine Lagarde (IMF) 

                                                           
1 Please see Annexure 1 for the seven drivers and Annexure 2 for the priority recommendations on each of these drivers. 
2 http://hlp-wee.unwomen.org/en/commitments  
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• Private sector - Simona Scarpaleggia (IKEA Switzerland) and Tina 
Fordham (Citi) 

• Civil society – Winnie Byanyima (Oxfam International); Chris Stone 
(Open Society Foundations); Tewodros Melesse (International 
Planned Parenthood Federation) 

• Speakers from the group of Champions for Women’s Economic 
Empowerment  

 
Closing remarks will be provided by the Executive Director of UN Women. 
While acknowledging the Champions as frontrunners in the movement to 
accelerate women’s economic opportunities and empowerment, the UN 
Women Executive Director will highlight UN Women’s commitment to 
taking forward the vision of the HLP, and to call upon those gathered at the 
event to join this global movement for transformative change. 
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Annexure 1: Seven drivers of transformation 
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Annexure 2: Top priority recommendations on the seven drivers 
and enabling environment 

 


