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OPEN-ENDED WORKING GROUP ON AGEING – SIDE EVENT 

The side event will be held at the United Nations Headquarters in New York on Wednesday December 

14th, 2016 during the Open-ended Working Group on Ageing.  

This year’s side event will be an hour and 

fifteen minutes long and will begin with a 

welcome from ILC-Canada President, 

Margaret Gillis, who will chair the session. 

The Canadian Ambassador to the UN (invited) 

will speak on the work of the Government of 

Canada on ageism.  We are honoured to have 

Rosa Kornfeld Matte, the UN Independent 

Expert on the Human Rights of Older Persons, 

who will speak about her report on the 

strengths and gaps of existing laws to protect 

and enhance the human rights of older 

persons, which she presented to the UN 

Human Rights Council in September. Four 

other speakers will address these issues: Martine Lagacé on ageism and work, Linda Garcia on ageism 

and healthcare, Dr. Kiran Rabheru on ageism in hospitals, and Gordon DiGiacomo on the merits of a 

convention on the human rights of older people. The presentations will be followed by a 30 minute 

question and answer period moderated by Dr. Alexandre Kalache, and closing remarks by Dean Hélène 

Perrault.  

The side event will be streamed in real-time online via UN Web TV (webtv.un.org) 

UNITED NATIONS EVENT (75-100 attendees) – December 14th from 12-3pm 
 

In July 2015, ILC-Canada collaborated with ILC Brazil in an Open-ended Working Group on Ageing 
(OEWG) side event at the United Nations (UN) in New-York to launch the Active Ageing Framework, 
which was co-authored by Dr. Louise Plouffe.  Our goal for the 2016 event is to bring together experts 
in the areas of ageism as well as senior officials and delegates from member states to discuss the 
impacts of ageism and the impact of a possible convention on the rights of older people. 



CONFERENCE ROOM 8  

Conference Room 8 has been reserved for December 14, 2016 by the Canadian Government and Global 

Affairs.  We expect approximately 90 attendees and the event will attract delegations of member states, 

NGOs, staff of the UN and government agencies, academics, and many more.  

PRELIMINARY EVENT SCENARIO 

11h00 

Delegation arrival and Security Clearance 

 Delegates should plan at least 30 minutes to go through accreditation process 

 Security Clearance is located at ___________________________ 

 You will be required to:__________________________________ 

12h00 

Buffet Lunch for Delegation and OEWG attendees  

 Lunch Boxes will be set-up in close proximity to Conference Room 8, near the 

UN Café. An informal setting, limited seating in the area. 

 Meal is generously sponsored by Home Instead. 

 Up to 90 guests expected 

13h15 

Start of Meeting (Conference Room 8, UN Headquarters, NY 10017) 

 Margaret Gillis 

 Marc-André Blanchard, Canadian Ambassador to the UN 

 Dr. Martine Lagacé 

 Dr. Kiran Rabheru 

 Dr. Linda Garcia 

 Dr. Gordon Digiacomo 

 Dr. Rosa Kornfeld-Matte 

 Dr. Alexandre Kalache 

 Dr. Hélène Perrault 

14h30 Networking opportunities 

15h00 Official photo of the speakers and special guests of the session 

 

The U.N. side-event at the Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing (OEWG) 

The Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing (OEWG) - was established in 2010 to consider the existing 
international framework on the human rights of older persons.  Its mandate is to identify possible gaps 
in the human rights of older people, looking at how best to address them, including considering the 
feasibility of further instruments and measures, including a convention on the human rights of older 
persons. 

The purpose of this side event at the OEWG - is to underscore the importance of government action 
to combat ageism.   The event will be highlighting actions undertaken by Canada, and other countries, 
to address ageism. We will further explore the negative consequences of ageism in employment and 
health care as well as the impact a convention could have on ageism. This would be a lunchtime event 
at the UN so that delegates attending the OEWG can participate.    



Text that provides context… 

 
 

 

 

EVENT SCENARIO (preliminary) 

5.00 PM:  Room set-up 

6.00 PM:  Reception start – ready for arrival of all guests (approx. 50) 

7.00 PM:  Welcoming Remarks and introduction of speakers 

7.05 PM:  Presentations by ILC Canada and uOttawa – UN Event Highlights 

7.30 PM:  Closing Remarks and Holiday Cheer 

8.00 PM:  Soft finish… for guests wish to stay longer and network 

 

SEASONAL ALUMNI RECEPTION  
December 14th from 6-8pm 
 

Considering New-York is home to more than 450 uOttawa Alumni, the opportunity to showcase the 
University’s participation with ILC Canada at the December side event as well as share a holiday cheer 
with everyone on the same occasion seemed timely and has over the past few weeks raised great 
interest from high-profile partners and stakeholders from the private and public sector. 



 

 

U.N. ONE HOTEL 
 

LOCATION:  

One United Nations Plaza, NY 10017 

GUESTROOMS:  

A block of 10 rooms has been reserved at a 

nightly rate of $239 (+ taxes) 

RESERVATIONS:  

Book with Geneviève Ménard 

(genevieve.menard@uottawa.ca)  

RECEPTION:  

The Landmark Room (West Tower, 29th Floor) 
 

 

BRIEFING AND BACKGROUND 

PARTNERSHIP OVERVIEW: ILC-CANADA | FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES 

 

THE INTERNATIONAL LONGEVITY CENTRE CANADA (ILC-CANADA)          
An independent think tank part of the 17-member ILC Global Alliance, 
which helps societies around the world address aging populations in a 
productive way.  The mission of ILC-Canada is to propose ideas and 
guidance for policies addressing population aging based on 
international and domestic research and practice with a view to 
bettering the lives of Canadians.  

 

  THE UOTTAWA AND ILC CANADA PARTNERSHIP - ILC-Canada offices 
are housed within the Faculty of Health Sciences, who also act as a 
partner. The Faculty, headed by Dr. Hélène Perrault, focus their 
scholarly activities around enhancing and maintaining cognitive and 
physical functioning and promoting autonomy across the life course, 
together we are working to better the lives of older Canadians. 

 

THE FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES - is a leader in research on aging, 
with expertise on the physical and cognitive changes that occur as 
people get older. The University of Ottawa - is one of Canada’s top 10 
research-intensive universities.  It is committed to practical, solution-
oriented research to help Canada deal with the challenges it will face 
over the coming decades.   

mailto:genevieve.menard@uottawa.ca


ATTENDEE LIST 

University of Ottawa: 
 Dr. Hélène Perrault, Dean, Faculty of Health Sciences 

 Marc Villeneuve, Executive Director, Development Office 

 Dr. Martine Lagacé, Expert on ageism and employment, Associate Professor 

 Dr. Gordon DiGiacomo, Expert on rights conventions 

 Dr. Kiran Rabheru, Expert on ageism in hospitals 

 Dr. Linda Garcia, Expert on ageism and healthcare, Full Professor 

 Dr. Frank Mulner, Expert on Gerontology, Faculty of Medicine 

 Geneviève Ménard, Director of External Relations 

 Charles Filion, Director, Alumni Relations 

 Alain Doucet, Vice-Dean External Relations, Telfer 
 

ILC 
 Dr. Alexandre Kalache, President, ILC Global Alliance 

 Margaret Gillis, President of ILC-Canada 

 Dr. Louise Plouffe, Director of Research, ILC-Canada 

 Patrick Gillis, ILC-Canada Operations Manager 
 

FADOQ 
 Danis Prud’homme, Executive Director 

 Caroline Bouchard, Public Affairs 
 

Home Instead 
 Jackie Froendt, Home Instead Senior Care, Human Resources Director 

 Phyllis Hegstrom, Home Instead Senior Care, Government Affairs Director 

 Marg McAlister, MMC, Government Affairs 
 

CMA 
 Mr. Joseph Mayer, VP Public and Patient Engagement 

 Ms. Azin Moradhassel Peyrow, Strategic Advisor 

 

TENTATIVE LIST – AWAITING RESPONSE: 
 Jacques Frémont, President, University of Ottawa 

 Micheal Weston, Consultant, Emergency Preparedness 

 
 

 

 

 

 



BIOGRAPHIES 

MARGARET GILLIS is the founding President of the International Longevity 
Centre Canada, part of a global alliance of 17 Centres dedicated to the needs and 
rights of older people. An award winning executive and innovative leader, 
Margaret played a key role in establishing the Age-friendly Community 
program, this program is now in over 900 Canadian communities and 26 countries 
worldwide. Other career highlights include a joint government-NGO project to 
protect seniors in disasters which was recognized by Her Majesty the Queen. 
 
DR. HÉLÈNE PERRAULT was a professor of clinical exercise physiology at McGill 

University before joining the University of Ottawa,  where she served in several 

administrative positions, namely Dean of the Faculty of Education (2008-2013), 

Associate Provost (Planning and Budgets) (2006-2008) and Department Chair, 

Kinesiology and Physical Education (1999-2006) as well as serving on university 

Senate and chairing several Senate subcommittees. Dr. Perrault has, and 

continues to foster academic and research collaborations between exercise 

sciences and medicine for health promotion, advancement of knowledge, and 

the development of therapeutic modalities and applications. 

 
 

DR. KIRAN RABHERU is a Geriatric Psychiatrist and Professor at the 
University Of Ottawa School Of Medicine. He is a member of the Board of 
Directors of the International Longevity Centre (ILC), Canada.  He is Past 
President of The Canadian Academy of Geriatric Psychiatry and Co-Chair of The 
Canadian Coalition of Seniors Mental Health. 
 
 

 
DR. LINDA GARCIA is Vice Dean of the Faculty of Health Sciences at the 
University of Ottawa. Trained as a Speech-Language Pathologist, her research 
and teachings demonstrate a passion for communication. She has been 
influential in advising health care providers and policy makers 
to advance their initiatives from a functional approach based on individuals’ 
needs, especially in dementia.  Linda was involved in the Canadian 
consultations around the International Classification of Functioning, Disability 
and Health from the WHO. 

 

DR. GORDON DIGIACOMO is a Senior Fellow at the Centre on Governance at 
the University of Ottawa where he also teaches political science.  Human 
rights is among his primary areas of specialization.  His latest book, an edited 
collection, is Human Rights:  Current Issues and Controversies. 

 

 



DR. MARTINE LAGACÉ is an Associate professor in the Department of 
Communication and the School of Psychology at University of Ottawa. She has 
conducted extensive empirical research over the last twenty years on ageism, 
precisely of the costs of age-based prejudice on seniors and older workers. She 
has published two books and thirty peer-reviewed articles in international and 
national journals on the topic.   
 

DR. ROSA KORNFELD-MATTE is the first Independent Expert on the enjoyment 
of all human rights by older persons appointed by the UN Human Rights Council. 
Ms. Kornfeld-Matte served as the National Director of the Chilean National 
Service of Ageing where she designed and implemented the National Policy of 
Ageing. She has a long career as an academic and is the founder of the programme 
for older persons at the Pontifical Catholic University of Chile. 

 
  
DR. ALEXANDRE KALACHE (insert BIO) 

 

 

 
 

OUR SPONSORS 
 

  
 

 

SPACE TO PRESENT OUR PRESENTING SPONSOR – FADOQ 
 
 

 ABOUT … 

 THE ROLE OF … 

 SPONSOR OF DELEGATION 

SPACE TO PRESENT OUR LUNCHEON SPONSORS HOME INSTEAD 
 
 

 ABOUT … 

 THE ROLE OF … 

 SPONSOR OF DELEGATION 

SPACE TO PRESENT OUR WEBCAST SPONSORS  
 
 

 ABOUT … 

 THE ROLE OF … 

 SPONSOR OF DELEGATION 


