
 

      

 

 

Youth and the New Urban Agenda  

Held during the Habitat III Civil Society Consultations 

6 June, 2016 

1:00pm – 2:30pm  

Conference Room 6, United Nations Secretariat Building  

Summary 

The demographic “youth bulge” dictates that there are more people under the age of 25 
today than ever, totaling nearly three billion or almost half of the total global population; 1.8 
billion of that total are between the age of 12 and 24. These youth live, by and large, in 
cities and towns; the cities of the developing world accounting for over 90% of the world’s 
urban growth and youth accounting for a large percentage of those inhabitants. It is 
estimated that as many as 60% of all urban dwellers will be under the age of 18 by 2030.  

The aim of the Youth and New Urban Agenda consultation is to further elaborate the 
position of youth vis-a-vis the New Urban Agenda and Habitat III. The consultation is 
being held during the civil society consultations for Habitat III. 

Habitat III will bring UN Member States together to agree on a new paradigm for 
sustainable urbanization. Youth are a critical constituency to that agenda, and must be 
fully engaged as an equal partner in both its design as well as its implementation. As the 
third conference of its kind, Habitat III will have a fundamental impact on the future 
development of cities, creating a new global agenda for sustainable urban development. 
Habitat III will promote an inclusive, transparent and responsive form of governance and 
planning for cities that recognizes the multiplicity of government and non-government 
actors who are involved in order to harness the potential of urbanization for sustainable 
development, bringing together those who are living their lives in cities and those who 
decide on policies to strengthen support and ownership of sustainable urbanization.  

Discussion  

The Youth and the New Urban Agenda event will engage member states and youth in a  
discussion on how youth on the positive role that you can be represented in the New 
Urban Agenda and the zero draft. This event will build on the analysis of urban youth 
found in the Youth and New Urban Report published by UN-Habitat with the goal of 
informing the zero draft of the New Urban Agenda.  


