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Concept Note  

 
“Multi-Stakeholder Partnerships beyond Remittances:  

Sustainable Entrepreneurship for Local Communities in the Post-
2015” 

 
 
The outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, 
held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 2012, entitled The Future We Want, underscores the need 
for enhanced partnerships for sustainable development, emphasizing the importance of 
promoting exchange of information and knowledge, at all levels, to promote 
entrepreneurship, decent work for all and job creation and help countries learn from one 
another in identifying appropriate sustainable development policies. The document 
recognizes the importance of existing and new partnerships to mobilize public financing, 
complemented by the private sector, taking into account the interests of local communities, 
and invites multiple stakeholders and major groups, including business and industry, to 
support developing countries in achieving sustainable development. To this end, the 
importance of entrepreneurship and innovation is acknowledged, including among women, 
the poor and the vulnerable, in contributing to social inclusion and poverty reduction.  
 
In light of the ongoing negotiations on the post-2015 development agenda as well as the 
preparatory process for the Third International Conference on Financing for Development, 
intensified efforts are required to provide coordination, policy guidance and expertise on 
specific actions contributing to sustainable development that build on effective and well-
managed local, national, regional and global policies and practices of developing viable 
partnerships for inclusive growth. In particular, appropriate consideration should be given 
to the promotion of effective multi-stakeholder partnerships for sustainable 
entrepreneurship in the interests of local communities, in the context of the post-2015 
transformative agenda, addressing the unfinished business of the Millennium Development 
Goals.  
 
The mobilization and effective use of external and local resources to leverage stakeholders’ 
comparative advantage is fundamental for the implementation of the post-2015 
development agenda, which aims at addressing inequalities and transforming lives of local 
communities through the proliferation of inclusive, sustainable and equitable growth 
patterns. Unlocking the specific entrepreneurship potential of communities with special 
developmental needs will be vital for achieving structural transformations at the local level, 
in line with the post-2015 development objectives of eradicating poverty and promoting 
decent employment and work for all. 
 
The primary objective of the side event is to provide a platform to share successful 
practices and experience on building viable multi-stakeholder partnerships for 
entrepreneurship and sustainable development, to address, inter alia, the specific 



developmental challenges of the communities facing structural constraints by identifying 
and exploring their comparative advantages and productive capacities.  
 
By sharing examples of successful partnerships for mobilization and effective use of 
external and local resources to promote comparative advantage and boost capacity, 
innovation and entrepreneurship, participants will contribute to an enabling international 
environment with a renewed sense of commitment for local, national, regional and global 
efforts for effective partnerships and cooperation. The discussions will showcase examples 
of entrepreneurship and business initiatives joining local expertise for profit-oriented 
ventures aiming at rural sustainability and inclusive growth. Initiatives that bring together 
communities and entrepreneurs through a juxtaposition of local expertise and external 
resources increase the social impact and sustainability of multi-stakeholder partnerships on 
a broader scale, contributing to structural changes and comprehensive transformations at 
multiple levels. Models of multi-stakeholder partnerships will be explored involving 
renewed engagement of communities that extends far beyond remittances and monetary 
contributions through its enabling capacity to promote good governance and transform 
local development landscape.  
 
The event will promote the scaling‐up of the impact of renewed partnerships in the post-
2015 development agenda, while addressing the emerging role of entrepreneurship and 
innovation as a driving force for a more sustainable and inclusive growth through a more 
inclusive access to markets, services and resources, including training and education. 
The deliberations will focus on the following non-exhaustive questions:   
 

1) How can partnerships for entrepreneurship and innovation promote structural 
transformations at a community level and help achieve the implementation of the 
post-2015 development agenda goals?  

 
2) What incentives can be created for multi-stakeholder engagement, particularly with 

private sector, in promoting comparative advantages for communities facing 
infrastructure deficits? What are the key challenges for engaging local communities 
and unlocking their entrepreneurship potential? 

 
3) How can the use of innovative solutions through modern, cost-effective and locally 

adapted technologies be best integrated with traditional expertise? The role of 
cooperatives and microenterprises in contributing to social inclusion and poverty 
reduction. 

 
4) Which models or mechanisms can ensure viability of multi-stakeholder partnerships 

that are both profit oriented and aim at rural sustainability and inclusive growth?  
 
 


