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Mr. Chairman,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Participants,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honor for me to attend this important gathering and to
speak on behalf of the Republic of Turkey.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to His Highness Sheikh
Hamad bin Khalifa AI-Thani for his warm hospitality and for the
excellent arrangements made by the Government of Qatar.

I would like to express my deep condolences on behalf of the Turkish
Government for those who lost their loved ones in the recent Mumbai
Terrorist attack. I strongly condemn such vicious attack and believe
that those who committed this crime will be severely punished.,
Mr. Chairman,

We all know that the International Cooperation for Development is
based on the Millennium Development Goals, the Rome Declaration
on Harmonization adopted in 2003, the 2nd High-Level Forum on Aid
Effectiveness, held in Paris in 2005 and the 3ra High-Level Forum on
Aid Effectiveness, held in Accra in 2008. These efforts give us the
guidelines in which donors and partners have committed themselves
in order to improve the results and impact of Development
interventions towards the fulfillment of the MDG's.

Six years have passed since we concluded the Monterrey
Consensus. Now, we are living in a world faced with many tough
challenges such as food crisis, climate change, global warming and
current global financial crisis. That is why the financing of
development has gained even more significance. The crisis will affect



the developing countries more than the others. The developing
countries will need more financing in a world where resources are
becoming more and more limited.

The Republic of Turkey regards the financing of development as a
priority matter. This is important for achieving the Millennium
Development Goals in a timely manner.

The current situation also makes it necessary for the international
community to come up with creative solutions to existing financing
problems of development. Therefore, the Turkish Government
believes that this Follow-up Conference on Financing for
Development has been a timely effort.

The issues connected with this conference are complex. The Turkish
Government therefore believes that every party should shoulder its
share of the burden in a spirit of goodwill and cooperation, so that the
Millennium Development Goals can be achieved.

Turkey's experience in development assistance is not old, however,
its efforts and success in this field is recognized generally. Average
Turkish ODA for last three years is around 650 million US Dollars.

Turkey's development assistance activities began mainly towards
Central Asian Republics, the Caucasus and the Balkans. Along with
the international. donor community, Turkey has expanded into the
LDCs and some small island states in recent years.

It will be recalled that one of the important indicators of donors'
development cooperation efforts is the share of ODA in that donor's
national income. In this regard, with a ratio of 0,18%, Turkey has
already reached the 0,17% target which was set by the EU as a
medium target to be reached by 2010 by the new members that
joined the EU after 2004.

In providing ODA, we focus on meeting the immediate needs of
people living in developing countries and developing human and
institutional capacities as well as strengthening trade infrastructures.



Among our activities, health and water supply projects are of great
importance. To meet the challenges facing some crisis stricken
regions, Turkey has also assumed important role in post conflicts
reconstructions in Afghanistan, Palestine and Kosovo. We will
continue to do so.

Being aware that development is primarily the responsibility of the
developing countries, they should do their utmost to prepare the
,ground for any investors to help them progress.

The developing countries should make use of the South - South
Cooperation concept in every opportunity. In this context, being an
emerging donor, Turkey is ready to do its part bilaterally or through
specialized international agencies and share its experience. We
believe that the South- South Cooperation has the best potential for
development assistance and financing compared to other means. It is
the most efficient way of utilizing accumulated expertise between
developing nations.

The donors and potential donors should also solidify their
commitments to the developing world and clearly set the standards.
In this context, the donors need to speed up the process in providing
development financing to those potential recipients which are ready
to implement the necessary reforms. However, while financing for
development, we should not forget that effective aid deliverance is
crucial in this process. Therefore, we should do our best to implement
the Accra Agenda for Action adopted in the Third High Level Forum
on Aid Effectiveness in Ghana.

To conclude, I wish this conference a great success and thank you
for your attention.


