


Mr President
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates

First of all, allow me to begin by extending Portugal's gratitude to our host, the
Government of Qatar, and to the people of Doha for their kindness and warm
hospitality. I would also like to join others in congratulating all those that have
contributed with their hard work in order to make this Conference possible. On a
sombre note, I also wish to extend our condolences to the Government and
people of India for the terrorist attacks in Mumbai. The attack on Mumbai is an
attack against civilization everywhere in the world.

It is a great honour for me to address this Assembly in a moment of special
relevance to all of us. We are all aware that we are experiencing one of the
most important processes of change of our lifetimes. This rapid and profound
change brings with it threats to world stability and new challenges for each of
our countries. No region or country is immune to these demanding times.

At the outset, Portugal aligns it self with the statement made yesterday by the
French Presidency of the European Union. The international context in which
we adopted the Monterrey Consensus does not exist any more. This year has
witnessed very grave crises with respect to high energy prices, spiralling food
prices, and grave financial instability. The coexistence of these crises, against a
backdrop of climate change and shifting patterns of global power distribution,
underlines how important it is to be capable of responding appropriately and
collectively. There is very little that we can know about the challenges facing our
societies in 20 years time, but one point that we can be confident of is that what
we decide today, and in various other multilateral contexts, will have a major
impact upon the lives of millions of people, particularly the most vulnerable
populations. We must have the political lucidity to direct change, to undertake
reform, and to to live up to our responsibilities. This is the right moment for us to
rise to the challenges ahead of us. Our efforts here in Doha will be critical for
building global confidence and trust, helping pave the future way.

The emergence of new donors, and in particular the recent relevance of
emerging countries, as well as the proliferation of programmes and vertical
funds in the field of development cooperation, have definitely contributed to a
new and more complex international aid architecture. We welcome new donors,
who bring with them new resources, but also innovative ideas and approaches.
At the same time, we cannot lose sight of the need to ensure aid effectiveness
and coherence, if our contributions are to make a difference.

In this regard, I am pleased to say that Portugal has already adopted a number
of instruments and mechanisms to promote coherence, coordination and
complementarity in order to deliver more and better aid, in line with the aid
effectiveness agenda. MUltilaterally we have also made some progress, as we
can see through the adoption in the European Union of a Code of Conduct on



complementarity and division of labour between donors. This provides us with
an essential tool for aid effectiveness goals, and, if effectively applied, it will
combat inequalities between so-called "orphans" and "darlings" of the donor
community, and reduce duplications and overlapping activities. Moreover, it is
also very important to proceed with efforts in terms of increasing coherence
within the UN development system, as well as greater complementarity
between UN organizations which have different mandates. The "One UN
exercise" should be further developed, through a persistent, pragmatic but
gradual process, in order to avoid discrepancies in the system. Development
cooperation effectiveness requires tailored-made responses according to
different contexts and challenges, and the UN system is in a privileged position
in this regard.

This Conference here in Doha constitutes an opportunity for the international
community to renew its commitments towards the goals of Monterrey, as well as
to reflect upon the changes that have taken place and the adaptations that are
required in order to update our strategies for achieving these goals. Portugal
wishes to formally reiterate its support to the Monterrey objectives, and its
commitment to an effective multilateral system, essential to achieving them.

We believe that we face today a new level of urgency, as the current crisis risks
undermining the important gains that have been achieved in reducing poverty.
This is why our first concern goes to the least developed countries, where the
scourge of poverty is most dramatically felt and where the cost of crises can
really be lifelong. In this regard, I would like to recall our commitment within the
EU to allocate no less than 50% of our ODAIGNI increase to African countries.

Regarding the Doha Outcome Document that we wish to adopt during this
Conference, I would like to underline various of the most important principles for
the financing of development:

- Firstly, we continue to reiterate that the mobilization of domestic resources is
a key component of our global partnership on financing for development,
reinforcing the principle of ownership and reaffirming that each country is
primarily responsible for its own economic and social development;

- Secondly, we believe that sustainable and socially responsible FDI is a very
important instrument to promote economic growth and social development.
In this regard, we believe that investment in infrastructure is very important
to help partner countries' sustained economic growth and development, in
particular investments in social sectors.



- Moreover, Portugal considers that international trade is a very strong engine
for development, economic growth and poverty reduction. This is why we
attribute the greatest importance to reaching a successful conclusion of the
WTO "Doha Development Agenda" (DDA) negotiations. This will be
essential both to the global economy, and to the achievement of the
Millennium Developmental Goals. An ambitious and balanced result, within
and across all the main elements of the DDA, will help developing countries
better integrate into the global economy and fight poverty.

- We acknowledge climate change, and the impact that it has upon our lives
and those of future generations. This is a major challenge for developed and
developing countries alike. A common effort is therefore needed by the
international community in order to cope with it in an effective and efficient
manner, and it is vital that we all agree on a detailed contribution for a new
global framework by the end of 2008, contributing to a global agreement
under the UNFCCC by 2009.The most affected countries are the poorest
ones of the world, those that have less means to cope with this global
phenomenon, even though they are the ones that contribute the least to it.
For them, the best way to adapt is to develop in a sustainable manner.
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- Last but not least, let me assure you that Portugal associates itself with the
European Union's compromise to work in close collaboration with all
partners to contribute to a comprehensive and genuine reform of the global
financial system, based on the principles of transparency, banking stability,
integrity and improved economic governance. This must be done in a spirit
of frank cooperation and openness.


