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I rise in support of the compelling reaffirmation of the Monterrey Consensus here in 
Doha and to urge the international community to continue and enhance support of 
development initiatives focused on strengthening the rule of law.   The International 
Development Law Organization’s work and the efforts of other organizations 
engaged in rule of law and governance work must remain a priority. 
 
The establishment and progressive development of the rule of law should be at the 
center of our collective agenda.  Strengthening the rules-based multilateral trading 
system, enhancing the domestic enabling environment for private sector 
investment, dealing with the scourge of corruption, working for the legal 
empowerment of the poor and supporting reform and good governance in domestic 
institutions are key elements of this complex agenda.  They are formalized in the 
IDLO mission and are crucial to meeting the internationally-agreed development 
goals. 
 
Building the rule of law is even more important as developing countries face the 
consequences of slower growth and increasing unemployment.  In good times, the 
rule of law is an enabling force which creates the conditions for growth and social 
development.  In hard times it is a stabilizing force which creates conditions for fair 
allocation of scarce resources and the just treatment of the disempowered.   
 
Our experience in assisting countries achieve their development ambitions in the 
legal and judicial sector has convinced us that the Accra Agenda for Action with its 
strong endorsement of nationally-owned development strategies provides the right 
basis for effective development assistance in this sector.  This is so on both 
practical and normative grounds.   
 
It is practically sound because legal reform will not happen without strong domestic 
ownership.  The international community can catalyze domestic legal and 
governance reform but cannot drive it.   
 
National ownership is right on normative grounds, because law and governance are 
constitutive elements of a polity.  National constituencies must generate legal and 
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governance reform.  Anything less will be 
unsustainable and possibly counterproductive. 
 
Our reflection on the dynamics and mechanisms that catalyze legal and institutional 
change has led IDLO to view its role as a multilateral institution as fundamentally 
enabling in nature.  The four-year Strategic Plan approved by the IDLO member 
states at our annual meeting in Rome last week gives practical meaning to this 
notion.  We have come to see legal and institutional change as long term, iterative, 
and non-linear.  For the purposes of this forum, it is essential to recognize that 
investment in justice requires a long term commitment.   
 
We believe that multilateral institutions play a key role in providing technical 
expertise but at the same time believe that none of us can claim a monopoly on 
such expertise.  One need only reflect on the substantial development progress 
realized in many emerging economies today to realize that there are substantial 
development success stories that deserve further study.  We also see the critical 
value that South-South forms of cooperation can play in the development process.   
 
International Organizations offer natural fora for convening diverse communities of 
practice on different legal and governance reform themes.  Building on its 25 years 
of experience in working with lawyers, judges, regulators, and civil society in more 
than 175 countries,  IDLO is now channeling its energies into strengthening and 
sustaining trans-national professional networks and communities of practice rooted 
in the global South. 
 
In the same spirit, IDLO’s ensures that its work is guided by the specific 
development objectives of the countries which it seeks to serve.  Middle income 
countries need assistance designed to foster increasing levels of opportunity and 
they, in turn, can be an invaluable source of advice for countries still seeking to 
make the breakthroughs which will permit them to advance beyond current 
constraints.  Experimenting with new forms of South-South cooperation is 
especially important in post-conflict settings where having role models for success 
can build political support for change. 
 
In seeking to achieve conditions for economic resilience in developing countries, 
there is an important lesson to be drawn from recent experience.  Analysis of the 
causes of the economic crisis the advanced economies have faced in recent months 
has confirmed the centrality of rule of law and good governance to economic 
stability.  Failures in law and regulation lie at the heart of explanations of this crisis. 
 
IDLO believes that full implementation of the Monterrey Consensus and the 
guidelines for follow-up which are emerging at this Conference in Doha can create a 
durable and effective international partnership to fight poverty and advance 
development.  But, that partnership can only meet its full promise if we stay the 
long course required to build governing systems which guarantee that each 
individual can live free of fear and in dignity under the rule of law.  
 


