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Mr. Chairman, the President of the United Nations General Assembly;



the fore the greater need to reaffirm our commitments and promises to each

other, to ensure that the economic and financial gap between the "have and

have not" is narrowed, that poverty is eradicated and that the dividends of

global growth are shared more with the developing world.

In the home front, I have also passed on my condolences to the Prime

Minister of the Republic of Korea, His Excellency, Dr.Han Seung Soo, for

the deaths of 4 Korean nationals who were involved in a tragic vehicle

accident in Fiji. To their families, I wish to pass on the condolences of the

people of Fiji.

Mr. President, we are meeting at a moment when the stability of the global

financial system has been badly shaken and threatened by the financial

crisis. The second round effects of this crisis on our different economies are

still unfolding, and to most developing countries, these indirect effects will

exacerbate the adverse impact brought about by the increased food

insecurity and volatility of commodity prices. All of these adverse

developments will strain most of our economies, and can further weaken our

capacity to deliver on some of our Millennium Development Goals.



In this regard, Mr. President, the convening of this international conference

as a follow-up to the Monterrey International Conference on Financing for

Development is a timely and appropriate one, and I congratulate the United

Nations Secretary-General for the arrangement of this meeting.

Mr. President, I would like to join those earlier speakers who have called for

more ODA flows, and for our development partners to deliver on the

commitments made in Monterrey, Mexico in 2002. We cannot over

emphasize the importance of these commitments in supporting our course to

eradicate poverty in our own developing economies.

While the quantum of ODA is critical, its effectiveness and implementation

are perhaps more important. The 2005 Paris Declaration stresses that aid

effectiveness can be enhanced by increased recognition and alignment of

procedures and processes of delivering external assistance to local systems.

Whilst increased harmonization to local systems has generally been accepted

to increase aid effectiveness, very slow progress has been made. Mr.

President, I also wish to add that our development partners need to place

greater recognition on using local human resources, in delivering aid. They

play an effective role in reducing transactional costs.



Mr. President, I recognIze the pnmary responsibilities of developing

countries to design and own their national policies and strategies to

development. In this process, we recognize the inextricable links between

our domestic economies to the global economic system.

Mr. President, we in Fiji, like other developing countries, continues to

review our development policies and strategies to assist us in addressing our

own economic and political challenges.

We continue to pursue reforms on the fiscal front, including tax reforms, to

encourage private investments and enhance transparency in public finance

management. Recently, fiscal measures were announced to assist the poor in

absorbing the impact of rising food prices. These include the reduction of

fiscal duties on basic food items and the raising of the tax threshold. The

management of the national budget has now been strengthened by

centralizing budget information and monitoring of spending of all

government ministries through a new financial management information

system.



In the 2009 Budget, additional incentive measures were announced in

various areas, and in particular the agricultural sector. These are aimed at

attracting private investment funds to increase the productivity of the

agriculture sector and our land resource. In this policy, we recognize that

the mobilization and more effective use of domestic resources are critical to

increasing growth and domestic wealth.

But, Mr. President, most times, our efforts to ensure a conducive

environment for investments are constrained by the level of domestic

resources we channel into infrastructure development, especially in the rural

area. This is where we can unleash the economic potential that can generate

more economic opportunities, for our people, and is an area where we

fervently believe our development partners can support us in. At this

juncture, I would like to recognize the contributions of a few understanding

bilateral partners that have truly stayed engaged to their commitments to

progress, and who continue to provide funds for the development of our

small island economy, in the midst of our political challenges.

Mr. President, I reaffirm my Government's commitment to continue to bring

peace and security to all our people and to ensure that the respect for human



rights continue to prevail. My Government has progressed well towards

finding a home grown solution to our political challenges, along the lines of

communication and consultations with major political stakeholders. This

process of consultation will include our indigenous chiefs who can play a

significant role in marshalling consensus on the roadmap towards fairer

elections. To our development partners, I cannot stress enough the

importance of understanding and patience in this process. I remain fully

committed to this process and its outcomes. We will continue to seek the

engagement of our multilateral partners, where appropriate, to support us in

achieving our desired and collective goals.

Mr. President, I reiterate the calls made by a few small island economies for

greater recognition of small island states, like ours. We tend to be forgotten

and obscured from international aid, trade and development policies. In this

regard, we support an early conclusion to the Doha Development and Trade

Round, with a sharpened focus on the management of the impact of

international trade on small island states like Fiji. I would add that in any

new trade agreement greater emphasis should be placed on increasing the

opportunities for small island states to widen and deepen their export bases,

with better conditions to access bigger markets.



Mr. President, we in Fiji have continued to ensure a sound, well regulated

and inclusive financial system, which is central to mobilizing domestic

resources and accumulating savings that can be channeled to sound growth

generating projects. But, Mr. President, the failure of the international

monetary and financial system to detect early warning signs of the recent

financial meltdown is of great concern to us and our financial system. I

therefore, fully support reforms in our Bretton Woods Institutions and

welcome the initiative taken by the United Nations to set up a Commission

to review the workings of the global financial system. I urge the Review

Commission to take on board the interests and vulnerabilities of small island

economies, like Fiji.

Mr. President, I submit the above issues for consideration, and I thank you

very much for your attention.


