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Let me first of all warmly thank His Royal Highness Hamad bin
Khalifa AI-Thani, the Emir of the State of Qatar, the people and the
government of the State of Qatar for organizing this very important
conference.

I would also like to extend my condolences to all those families who
lost their loved ones in the recent terrorist attacks on Mumbai. As we
all see, extremism and terrorism represent the most dangerous
enemies of development and impact most heavily those in need. The
fight against terrorism remains an important part of our development
effort.

The development agenda has undergone many important changes
since the Conference on Financing for Development in Monterrey in
2002. In shorthand these changes could be expressed as "from aid to
assistance, from assistance to partnership". It has been a long and
complicated way from Monterrey, through New York, Paris and
Accra, to Doha, which should become the milestone to reach the
development goals.

Mr. Chairman,
The Czech Republic aligns itself with the statement of France on
behalf of the European Union. I would like to add several points from
our national perspective.

The meetings in New York, in September this year, dedicated to
Africa's Development Needs and to the Millennium Development
Goals showed very clearly that a lot has been achieved and even
more needs to be done in the remaining seven years in order to
achieve Millennium Development Goals, (the respected symbol of
development). Our meeting in Doha takes place in a difficult time.
The global crises and challenges have already influenced in varying
extent the basic needs, such as food and energy, and they are going
to worsen the effects of already challenging phenomenon, the climate
change. To tackle all these global problems it is necessary to



approach them in a multilateral way. At the same time we need to be
sure that development remains one of our top priorities on the
international agenda and that the most vulnerable are not forgotten.
We must not fail in this crucial endeavor.

All of us expect states-participants of this conference as well as
various international institutions to act in a coordinated manner in
order to achieve the synergies in the common effort to give a helping
hand to those who are affected the most. We believe that it is indeed
a necessary precondition to involve in the discussion all stakeholders,
all the different views and angles, in order to achieve progress in
development. Mobilization of domestic resources, international trade,
foreign investment and other financial instrument should ensure
sustainability in continuing effort to strengthen the global partnership
for development.

The Czech Republic is a medium-sized European country and a
relatively new player in the international development arena.
Nevertheless, we are deeply convinced that we have a lot to offer,
especially our transformation experience that we share with several
countries of our region. We are aware of the importance of good
governance and democratic institutions, and we also strongly support
one of the basic concepts of the Monterrey Consensus, namely that
each country has the primary responsibility for its development. Our
historical experience suggests that sound policies, effective
institutions, entrepreneurship and openness to trade have the same
importance as the external assistance. It should be used as an
incentive for domestic reform in partner countries.

Since the Monterrey Conference, development cooperation has
become one of the key priorities of the foreign policy of the Czech
Republic. We are aware of the vital importance of development for a
number of countries and we are determined to steadily increase our



development assistance. In this respect, I would like to point out that
the ODA of the Czech Republic has grown substantially within the
last six years.

I have mentioned many new challenges we are facing today. They do
have one common feature. All of them require mobilization of
considerable amount of financial and other resources. We believe it is
therefore necessary to search for new ways of financing for
development. We believe it might be helpful to discuss creative
approach to remittances, broader involvement of private sector,
philanthropy or general public.

I have outlined just a few points of the complex agenda of financing
for development. It requires our common effort, a thorough discussion
and a necessary action as time is running out. The Czech Republic is
committed to do its part, also as the next President of the Council of
the EU.


