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Ladies and gentlemen, 
 

It is a great pleasure for me to address the 61st annual DPI/NGO Conference entitled 
"Human Rights for All: 60 Years of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights" which 
is nearly as old as the United Nations itself.  
 
Nongovernmental organizations have participated in the work of the United Nations 
almost from its inception. At its 3rd session in December 1948 the UN General Assembly 
adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  
 
The process of drafting of what became the magna carta for all humanity was -- as has 
been increasingly recognized -- promoted and supported by non-governmental 
organizations.  
 
The Universal Declaration is the very foundation of the edifice of international human 
rights which is in place today. It affirms an inherent human dignity and the worth of 
every person in the world, without distinctions of any kind.  
 
Over the years, the Declaration has been used in the defense and advancement of people's 
rights all over the world. All countries have accepted the declaration, and the notion of 
human rights has progressed from being a marginal part of international relations sixty 
years ago to being a ubiquitous dimension today. NGOs have played an important role in 
putting human rights at the center of humanity’s agenda. 
 
While there have been important achievements, the common standard of life in dignity 
for all peoples and all nations has yet to be achieved in large parts of the world. 
 
Human rights are at the core of the General Assembly agenda: from political rights, the 
rights of children and women, health and development to the rights of indigenous 
peoples, social development, humanitarian and cultural issues and the environment.  
 
In the era of globalization, multilateralism and information and communication 
technologies the controversies over human rights and the so-called interference into the 
national sovereignty must be overcome. We will achieve the greatest fulfillment of 
human potential if we successfully promote and protect human rights. In turn, everyone 
will stand to gain: individuals, societies, states and the international community. 
 
Therefore, strengthening the Human Rights Council must be an imperative of the current 
and future UN activities. We must live up to the expectations and potential placed in this 
new body as the main intergovernmental body for the promotion and protection of human 
rights.  
 
As the President of the UN General Assembly I have been promoting the idea of a new 
culture of international relations -- with the rights of the individual and her or his 
empowerment at its centre. Human rights together with human security, responsibility to 



protect and sustainable development constitute the basic values of such an international 
culture. 
 
I strongly believe in the value of the partnership between the United Nations, its Member 
States and civil society. The institutional reform of the United Nations must encompass 
the participation of other stakeholders including NGOs as an indispensable dimension.  
 
The goal of achieving human rights for all is ambitious, but it can be achieved, and it can 
only be achieved with such a partnership.  
 
Working hand-in-hand we can make universal human rights a reality for all of us.  
 
I thank you for your support, and wish you all the best for the success of your 
deliberations.  Thank you. 


