The UN Medical Service’s Seasonal Flu Vaccine Campaign Starts on Monday, 19 October – Get Your Shots Now!

The single best way to protect against the flu before the influenza season comes is to get vaccinated each year. Though the seasonal influenza vaccination does not provide protection against the pandemic H1N1 flu, by getting vaccinated, you can protect yourselves, your families, and colleagues from seasonal flu and its complications. 
Why Should I Be Vaccinated Against Seasonal Flu?
Seasonal flu can be a very serious contagious disease. In the United States, more than 200,000 people are hospitalized and 36,000 people die from seasonal flu complications every year. This flu season could be worse because it is expected that both the pandemic (H1N1) flu and seasonal flu will cause more severe illness and complications, at times life threatening
We therefore encourage all staff, to get vaccinated against the seasonal flu this year.

Where Can I Receive the Seasonal Flu Shots?
UN Medical Services Division
· The UN Medical Services Division will be offering the seasonal flu shot to all staff members starting from 19 October, Monday. 
· The vaccines will be administered, free of charge, in the Medical Services, Room S-535, from 9:30 am to 11:45 am, and from 2:30 to 4:45 pm daily until supply is exhausted.
· Before visiting the Medical Services, please complete the Flu Vaccine Consent Form (attached) and bring it with you to avoid unnecessary waiting time. You will be required to remain for 20 minutes after the vaccine is given for observation purposes.

· While the flu vaccine is being given at the above-specified times, please expect delays for the other services provided by the Medical Services. Response to emergencies will not be affected.

Local Health Care System

· Alternatively, you can also receive the flu vaccine from your personal doctor, pharmacies and “flu clinics” in the local health system. (See http://iseek.un.org/webpgdept1611_23.asp for more information on where you can get the seasonal flu vaccine.)
Please take this recommendation seriously and consider being vaccinated. Contrary to

popular myth, influenza vaccine will not give you the flu.
For more information about the seasonal flu vaccine, please visit http://www.immunize.org/vis/2flu.pdf (attached) and http://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/fluvaccine.htm .
Don’t miss the opportunity to keep the UN healthy this flu season!

