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[This information is based on the most reliable expert sources available to the Medical Services Division, i.e. WHO, CDC, and the New York City Dept. of Health.  When using this information outside of the USA, consultation with local health authorities, and adaptation for local conditions, is strongly encouraged. Additionally, as this is an evolving situation, the information presented here is therefore still subject to change. Please ensure that you are reviewing the latest version of this FAQ at all times.]
Will THE new pandemic (H1N1) FLU vaccines be safe?
According to WHO, licensed vaccines, including influenza vaccines, are held to a very high standard of safety. Likewise, all possible precautions will be taken to ensure safety of new pandemic vaccines and results from clinical trials, currently ongoing or soon to be initiated, will be taken into consideration by the regulatory authorities in their decision to license pandemic vaccines. In early June, WHO held a consultation of experts which reviewed the safety of adjuvants, or substances added to vaccines to make them more effective; no significant safety concerns were identified. Vaccine safety will be carefully monitored through post-marketing surveillance.

HOW Would DUTY STATIONS GET ACCESS TO THE PANDEMIC flu vaccine FOR ITS STAFF MEMBERS AND RECOGNIZED DEPENDENTS?
On 17 September 2009, an inter-agency Working Group was appointed by the Deputy SG's Steering Committee on Influenza to look into the issue of pandemic vaccine access for UN staff.  The UN Medical Services Director is Chair of this group and it is likely that recommendations from this Group concerning how staff will access the Pandemic Vaccine will be endorsed by the DSG and communicated out to all duty stations very soon.

Please note that it is very likely that this Working Group would recommend that any duty stations able to access the vaccine via local authorities or host governments should proceed to do so, and the type of vaccine administered to UN staff should be licensed/registered in countries of origin and be pre-qualified by WHO. Where duty stations are not able to access vaccine through local health authorities, it is likely that UNICEF will lead a consolidated procurement effort on behalf of UN system organizations.  As such, and pending further information from the DSG Steering Committee, all duty stations should initiate / continue any negotiations with local authorities or host governments to access the vaccine for its staff. Issues surrounding prequalification of vaccine that may be available at duty stations should be addressed through the WHO country representative. 

In addition, please note that due to limited supply of the vaccine initially, the first phase of a vaccination campaign will be focused on staff in specific high-risk groups (such as health care workers, pregnant women, individuals with underlying medical conditions). The DSG Steering Committee's recommendations will likely include specific information on this too. 

However, until the DSG's Steering Committee formally endorses the recommendations of the Working Group, the above recommendations should be considered as tentative. Additionally, in order to make advance preparations for procurement of these vaccines, duty stations may wish to consider making provision for extra resource requirements within their budget for this purpose.
Is the current seasonal flu vaccine effective against the pandemic flu vaccine?

The current seasonal flu vaccine probably does not provide protection against the pandemic flu. However, in locations where the seasonal flu is circulating, influenza vaccine should continue to be offered to individuals who have not been vaccinated this season. Individuals with indications for influenza vaccine who are planning travel to locations where the seasonal flu is circulating should be encouraged to get vaccinated against the seasonal flu before traveling.

CAN THE SEASONAL FLU AND PANDEMIC FLU VACCINE BE GIVEN AT THE SAME TIME?
According to WHO, Inactivated influenza vaccine can be given at the same time as other injectable non-influenza vaccines, but the vaccines should be administered at different injection sites. Advice is being developed at present by regulatory authorities on co-administration of pandemic and seasonal influenza vaccines and will be provided when available. 

who should receive the pneumococcal vaccine?
There are no changes to recommendations for pneumococcal vaccine target groups. All duty stations should ensure that persons at high risk of bacterial pneumonia complication of influenza, including those 65 years of age or older, those with heart failure, emphysema, diabetes mellitus, alcoholism, or chronic liver disease, and those who are otherwise immune compromised
. 
for countries, who will be recommended as priority groups to receive the PANDEMIC VACCINE?
WHO, through the Strategic Group of Advisory Expert (SAGE) on Immunization, has recommended that countries could use a variety of vaccine deployment strategies depending on its epidemiological situation, resources and ability to access vaccine, to implement vaccination campaigns in the targeted groups, and to use other non-vaccine mitigation measures.
WHO recommends that all countries should immunize their health-care workers as a first priority to protect the essential health infrastructure. As vaccines available initially will not be sufficient, a step-wise approach to vaccinate particular groups may be considered. SAGE suggested the following groups for consideration, noting that countries need to determine their order of priority based on country-specific conditions: pregnant women; those aged above 6 months with one of several chronic medical conditions; healthy young adults of 15 to 49 years of age; healthy children; healthy adults of 50 to 64 years of age; and healthy adults of 65 years of age and above.
Please refer to WHO’s Briefing Note 2 (http://www.who.int/csr/disease/swineflu/notes/h1n1_vaccine_20090713/en/index.html) for more information.
�   For more information, please refer to the 2007 “WHO International Travel and Health Publication”, (Pgs 108-109). Available at http://www.who.int/ith/en/





