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UN MEDICAL SERVICES

PANDEMIC (H1N1) 2009 FAQ FOR UN HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS
- SURVEILLANCE AND LABORATORY TESTING-
24 August 2009
[This information is based on the most reliable expert sources available to the Medical Services Division, i.e. WHO, CDC, and the New York City Dept. of Health.  When using this information outside of the USA, consultation with local health authorities, and adaptation for local conditions, is strongly encouraged. Additionally, as this is an evolving situation, the information presented here is therefore still subject to change. Please ensure that you are reviewing the latest version of this FAQ at all times.]
What case definition for INFLUENZA-like illness should we use?

Influenza-like illness or flu-like illness can be defined as:

· Documented fever (> 100.4°F or 38°C) AND

· Cough OR sore throat
. 
You should bear in mind that since most mild cases of flu-like illness are not being tested for specific etiology, it is not possible to distinguish clinically whether these illnesses are due to pandemic flu, seasonal flu, or other respiratory pathogens.
What TYPE OF cases should be reported to the UN Medical Director?

At this time, UN doctors are asked not to report individual staff members with mild flu-like illness. They should only report staff members who have severe disease OR who have been or are currently hospitalized with acute, febrile respiratory illness (e.g., flu-like illness, pneumonia, ARDS or respiratory distress) AND who test positive for novel H1N1 influenza A virus.

How should I report a CASE THAT FITS THE UNMS REPORTING REQUIREMENTS?

Staff members who have severe influenza disease OR who have been or are currently hospitalized with acute, febrile respiratory illness AND who test positive for novel H1N1 influenza A can be reported by submitting information using the UNMS Pandemic (H1N1) 2009 Case Report Form to flupandemic@un.org or via fax at +1-917-367 4075. Duty stations may also contact the UN Medical Services at +1-212-963-7082. A UNMS staff will discuss the case with you and provide you medical advice as needed.

Who should be tested for the pandemic flu virus?

UN health care providers should follow the local health authorities’ and WHO’s guidance on this. 
Does UN Medical Services recommend testing patients with mild influenza-like illness for influenza?

Patients with mild influenza-like illness with no risk factors for severe illness from influenza generally do not need to be for tested for influenza.  Most of these patients will recover without complications, and antiviral medications are often not indicated, thus testing will not alter the patient’s course of care.

Why shouldn’t all persons with influenza-like illness be tested for the pandemic flu?

This is because treatment recommendations for mild influenza-like illness do not depend on the results of a pandemic flu lab test, and there is a risk of depleting available laboratory capacity if testing occurs in all persons with influenza-like illness. 

� Source: New York City Department of Health





