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The people of Gaza are currently facing unprecedented levels of unemployment, poverty,
food aid-dependency and psychological trauma. UNRWA is the main provider of food,
education, health services and shelter to thousands of Gazans every day. However, the entry

of humanitarian aid into Gaza is restricted.
The blockade must end now ... Help Us Help Gaza ...
All figures are taken from UNDP, OCHA and WFP and are the latest available as of 31<* March 2009 @

www.unrwa.org

.-.r
I.'E

Ly

| L"r' -

e - -
- BT
0
T o i)


Note
65% live in poverty & 37% in extreme poverty (UNDP)
The income poverty rate in the Gaza Strip is 65%. Extreme poverty is when a household of two adults and four children live on NIS 1,000 (US$ 250) per month or less, about NIS 5.5 (US$ 1.375) a day per person. In real numbers, a poverty rate of 65% means that out of an estimated 1,416,543 Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, about 920,750 live in poverty. Of those, 524,120 live in extreme hardship. 

Note
Poverty forces many families to rely on coping mechanisms, but these alternatives, including selling jewellery and reducing household expenditures, are largely depleted in the Gaza Strip: 72% of families, affecting about 1,019,910 people, do not have any alternative ways to face daily financial hardship, let alone pull themselves out of poverty.

Note
46% unemployed (UNDP)
Before the recent Israeli military operations in the Gaza Strip, unemployment levels had already reached unprecedented levels. By the time military operations ceased unemployment had increased by six percent, while full-time employment  had decreased by five percent. Even the fully employed are not necessarily protected against poverty, as 28% of them belong to households with a monthly average income that falls below the poverty line.
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Note
90% depend on food aid (FAO,WFP)
Immediately after the Israeli offensive an unprecedented 90% of Gaza’s residents were receiving much needed food aid. Even before the offensive began around two thirds of the population were in receipt of food aid.
  
UNRWA delivers food aid to approximately 650,000 people in the Gaza Strip.

Note
2,350 homes completely destroyed (OCHA)
An UNRWA survey of damage to the homes of refugees continues, with the shelters of more than 20,000  families assessed to date. The number of refugee families whose shelters has been totally destroyed currently stands at 2,350. The survey found that approximately 10,500 families live in homes that have been damaged but can be repaired.

Note
UNRWA is ready to provide cash assistance and shelter repair support to these families, but has been unable to deliver this assistance to beneficiaries to date due to a shortage of liquidity and construction materials in the Gaza Strip.

A UNDP/PA survey found that the homes of a further 9,000 non refugee families were destroyed or damaged.

Note
60% of UNRWA students lack necessary text book (OCHA)
Gaza’s education system is under enormous strain exacerbated by the continuing blockade. There are shortages of classrooms, textbook paper, piped water and construction materials necessary for repairing damaged school infrastructure.
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82% need psycho-social support (UNDP)
According to a UNDP survey in only 18% of Gazan households there is no need for psychosocial support to adults. In 65% of the households most adults need psychosocial support, and in another 18% some adults need it.
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Stress in children has tripled (UNDP)
More than half the population in the Gaza Strip is below the age of 18. Common signs of stress in children, such as anxiety, aggressive behaviour, lack of interest in socializing, bedwetting, and nightmares have tripled and in some cases quadrupled since the recent Israeli military operations.
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Note
Whereas in the year prior to 27 December 2008, 21% of the children felt anxious, this is now the case for 88% of them. In the same time-frame, perceived aggressive behaviour in children increased from 20% to 65%, lack of interest in socializing from 19% to 58%, and bedwetting from 20% to 64%. While in the year prior to the recent Israeli military operations, one fifth of households in the Gaza Strip had children with regular nightmares, this is the case for 75% of households post December 2008.
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All statistics taken from 
Inside Gaza: Attitudes and perceptions of the Gaza Strip residents in the aftermath of the Israeli military operations (UNDP)
The Gaza Strip - Facts, Figures and UNDP’s Response to the Ongoing Crisis (UNDP)
The Humanitarian Monitor Number 34 (OCHA) 
Report of the Rapid Qualitative Emergency Food Security Assessment (EFSA) Gaza Strip (FAO, WFP)




