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Background Note

The United Nations effort to counter terrorism has been guided by a global strategy ad-
opted by Member States in September 2006. The United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism
Strategy — in the form of a Resolution and an annexed Plan of Action (A/RES/60/288) — is a
unique instrument to enhance national, regional and international efforts to counter terror-
ism. Its adoption marks the first time that all Member States of the United Nations have
agreed to a common strategic and operational framework to fight terrorism. With General
Assembly Resolution (A/RES/62/272) in September 2008, Member States reaffirmed their
commitment to the Strategy and pledged to strengthen their efforts to implement it. The
Strategy rests on four pillars of action: measures to address the conditions conducive to the
spread of terrorism; measures to prevent and combat terrorism; measures to build state
capacity to prevent and combat terrorism and to strengthen the role of the United Nations
system in that regard; and measures to ensure respect for human rights for all and the rule
of law as the fundamental basis for the fight against terrorism.

Highlights of the strategy

e The Strategy is the first ever comprehensive, collective and internationally
approved framework for tackling the problem of terrorism. It builds on Member
States’ consistent, unequivocal and strong condemnation of terrorism in all its forms
and manifestations, committed by whomever, wherever and for whatever purposes.

e The Strategy sets forth over fifty concrete measures to address the conditions
conducive to the spread of terrorism and to strengthen individual and collective
capacity of States and the United Nations to prevent and combat terrorism, all
while ensuring the protection of human rights and upholding the rule of law.

e The Strategy brings together a range of new proposals and enhancements of
ongoing activities to be undertaken by Member States, the United Nations system
and other international actors, and regional and sub-regional organizations, all
under a common strategic framework.

e The principal responsibility for implementing the Strategy falls on Member States
but some provisions call for the United Nations to provide support. This commit-
ment has been reinforced by Member States during the 2008 review of the Strategy.

e The Strategy contains a number of innovative initiatives, including:

eImproving the coherence and efficiency of counter-terrorism technical assis-
tance delivery so that all States can play their part effectively.

+Putting in place systems of assistance that would address the needs of victims
of terrorism and their families, and promoting international solidarity in sup-
port of victims.

+Addressing the threat of bioterrorism by establishing a single comprehensive
data-base on biological incidents, focusing on improving States’ public health
systems and acknowledging the need to bring together major stakeholders to
ensure that biotechnology’s advances are not used for terrorist or other crimi-
nal purposes but for the public good.

eInvolving civil society, regional and sub-regional organizations in the fight
against terrorism and developing partnerships with the private sector to
prevent terrorist attacks on particularly vulnerable targets.

eExploring innovative means to address the growing threat of terrorist use of
the internet.





eModernizing border and customs controls systems and improving the security
of travel documents to prevent terrorist travel and the movement of illicit
materials.

eEnhancing cooperation to combat money laundering and the financing of
terrorism.

e The Strategy clearly affirms that terrorism cannot and should not be associated
with any religion, nationality, civilization or ethnic group.

e The Strategy reaffirms the responsibility of States to deny financial and operational
safe havens to terrorists and to prevent terrorists from abusing the system of
political asylum, bringing them to justice on the principle of extradite or prosecute.

e The Strategy calls for Member States to ratify and implement the existing 16 legal
instruments (13 instruments and three amendments) to create and solidify the legal
basis for the international fight against terrorism.

e The Strategy, through its four pillars, anchors the United Nations’ counter-terrorism
work firmly into the broad agenda of the Organization, which focuses on maintain-
ing international peace and security, promoting sustainable development and pro-
tecting human rights. The four pillar approach also encourages and enables Member
States to take a similarly integrated approach to countering terrorism on the
national level and creates a common framework for regional and global coordination
of their national efforts.

e The Strategy creates a common platform for bringing together the efforts of the 30
international entities that make up the United Nations Counter-Terrorism
Implementation Task Force (CTITF), established by the Secretary-General in 2005.

e The Strategy has a strong focus on defending human rights and upholding the rule
of law, not just by having one of the four pillars dedicated to this issue but also by
consistently reiterating the need to uphold human rights in conjunction with the
efforts to be undertaken under the other pillars.

e The importance of promoting and protecting human rights while countering terror-
ism was further underscored in Resolution A/RES/62/272 in September 2008 when
Member States reviewed the implementation of the Strategy.

e The Strategy envisions periodic reviews by Member States. The first such review
was in September 2008 by the General Assembly where the stress was on strength-
ening implementation. The next review of the Strategy is planned for 2010.

e By reaffirming their commitment to the Strategy in September 2008, the 192 Mem-
ber States of the United Nations have not only renewed their support and owner-
ship of the Strategy, but also reiterated their common resolve to its implementation
in an integrated manner and in all its aspects.

For more information please visit: www.un.org/terrorism/strategy
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The United Nations Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force (CTITF) was established
by the Secretary-General in 2005 to ensure overall coordination and coherence in the coun-
ter-terrorism efforts of the United Nations system. CTITF is chaired by the Director of the
CTITF Office in the Department of Political Affairs, Jean-Paul Laborde and consists of 30
international entities (see list below).

The United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, which brings together into one
coherent framework decades of United Nations counter-terrorism policy and legal responses
emanating from the General Assembly, Security Council and relevant United Nations Spe-
cialized agencies, has been the focus of CTITF’s work since its adoption by the General As-
sembly in September 2006 (A/RES/60/288).

The Strategy sets out a plan of action for the international community based on four pillars:

e measures to address the conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism;

e measures to prevent and combat terrorism;

e measures to build States’ capacity to prevent and combat terrorism and to strength-
en the role of the United Nations system in this regard; and measures to ensure

erespect for human rights for all and the rule of law as the fundamental basis of the
fight against terrorism.

e The main CTITF initiatives and working groups are constituted by CTITF mem-
ber entities and focus on themes and issues identified in the four pillars of the Strat-
egy on which cooperation among United Nations system entities can add value:

The primary responsibility for implementing the
United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strat-
egy lies with Member States. CTITF, through
the help of a number of thematic initiatives and
working groups, and under the policy guidance
of Member States through the General Assembly,
aims to catalyze United Nations system-wide,
value-added collective initiatives to support the
implementation of the Strategy in all its ele-
ments. CTITF also seeks to foster constructive
engagement between the United Nations system
entities, relevant international and regional
organizations and civil society on the implemen-
tation of the Strategy. Member States and CTITF
have a channel for regular interaction via the

General Assembly, as well as opportunities for in-

formal discussions and consultations. CTITF has
established working relations with a number of
regional organizations and also engaged in out-
reach activities to various civil society groups.

e Integrated Assistance for Coun-
tering Terrorism (I-ACT). The Ini-
tiative enhances the ability of the
United Nations System to provide
assistance to a Member State, upon
1ts request, with the implementa-
tion of the Strategy in a compre-
hensive manner.

e Preventing and Resolving Con-
flicts. The Working Group facili-
tates an exchange of knowledge
and “good practice” in preventing
and resolving conflicts at the na-
tional and regional levels, and de-
termine, in partnership with gov-
ernments and regional and sub-
regional organizations, how the
U.N. can better support their ef-
forts in this regard.

e Supporting and Highlighting Vic-
tims of Terrorism. The Working
Group assists Member States with
their Strategy commitment to sup-
port victims of terrorism.





e Preventing and Responding to WMD Attacks. The Working Group helps to strength-
en the exchange of information and knowledge among relevant United Nations enti-
ties and international organizations related to response to WMD terrorist attacks.

CTITF in action:
c Provision of a platform for coordinating UN counter-terrorism actions;
Development of an integrated assistance framework for Member States; Establishment
of working relations with regional organizations on counter-terrorism issues;Building in
depth knowledge of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy
Holding Media Training for Victims of terrorism
Production of substantive reports, including on “Inter-Agency Coordination in the Event
of a Nuclear or Radiological Terrorist Attack: Current Status, Future Prospects,” Tack-
ling the Financing of Terrorism” and on countering the use of the Internet for terrorist
purposes
Providing support to Victism of terrorism
CTITF includes representatives from:
c Counter-terrorism Committee Executive Directorate (CTED)
Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO)
Department of Political Affairs (DPA)
Department of Public Information (DPI)
Department of Safety and Security (DSS)
Expert Staff of 1540 Committee
Executive Office of the Secretary-General (EOSG)
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)
International Maritime Organization (IMO)
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
Monitoring Team of 1267 Committee
Office for Disarmament Affairs (ODA)
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
Office of Legal Affairs (OLA)
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW)
Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights while countering
terrorism
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI)
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
World Customs Organization (WCO)
World Bank
World Health Organization (WHO)
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) — as observer
International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL)
Observers
International Organization for Migration (IOM)
Office of the Coordinator for Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
United Nations Department for Economic and Social Affairs (DESA)
United Nations Office of the Special Adviser on Africa (UNOSAA)
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

e Tackling the Financing of Terrorism. The Working Group examines the various
components of action taken to counter the financing of terrorism and makes propos-
als aimed at increasing the effectiveness of the implementation of international
standards, including the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) Special Recommenda-
tions.






e Countering the Use of the Internet for Terrorist Purposes. The Working
Group identifies best practices with regards to developing legal frameworks,

technical solutions, and counternarratives on the issue of abuse of the Inter-
net for terrorist purposes.

e Strengthening the Protection of Vulnerable Targets. The Working Group de-
velops appropriate mechanisms to facilitate both the sharing and the advance-
ment of best practices for the protection of vulnerable targets against terrorist

attacks. A particular focus is given to the enhancement of public-private part-
nership (PPP) strategies.

e Protecting Human Rights While Countering Terrorism. The Working Group
supports and assists the efforts of Member States to ensure the promotion and
protection of human rights in the context of counter-terrorism.

CTITF actions also aim to underscore the importance of anchoring the implementation of
the Strategy into the broader work of the United Nations, which rests on pursuing a peace
and security, sustainable development and human rights agenda.

For more information please visit: www.un.org/terrorism/cttaskforce
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As an assault on the principles of law and or-
der, human rights and the peaceful settlement
of disputes, terrorism runs counter to the very
principles and purposes of the United Nations,
as set out in its Charter. The Organization has
for decades taken concrete steps to address the
threat of terrorism, helping Member States

to counter this scourge. The United Nations
Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy (2006) has

further developed and strengthened those steps,

bringing them into a focused concrete plan of
action.

Overview

“Together, we must demonstrate that we are
up to the task. Whether we like it or not, our
generation will go down in history as one that
was challenged to protect the world form ter-
rorism.”

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s
statement to the General Assembly,
16 February 2010.

Building a global legal framework to counter terrorism

One of the powerful achievements of the United Nations system has been the establishment
of a regime of universal treaties and conventions against international terrorism. These
treaties provide an international legal framework for the suppression of terrorist acts and
the pursuit of perpetrators of terrorism as well as setting out ways to limit illicit access

to some of the means that terrorists utilize. Sixteen universal legal instruments (thirteen
instruments and three amendments) make up this legal framework. They contain measures
against and a practical definition of a number of specific terrorist acts such as hijacking,
hostage taking, bombing, and financing of terrorism. In addition, Member States are cur-

Supporting Victims of Terrorism

In the Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy,
Member States emphasize victims of terrorism
and the importance of national systems of as-
sistance that would address the needs of vic-
tims and their families. The Counter-Terrorism
Implementation Task Force (CTITF) plans to:
1) develop a virtual platform or web portal that
can be used as a forum for victims, experts,
government officials, service providers and civil
society to share information, resources and best
practices on supporting victims of terrorism. 2)
develop a study/guide of best practices for pro-
viding financial support to victims of terrorism,
based on existing national practices; 3) partner
with the Center on Global Counter-Terrorism
Cooperation and the Global Survivor Network
on a series of projects on supporting victims,
starting from a media training programme for
victims of terrorism; 4) convene in late 2010 a
workshop on the rights of victims of terrorism
and compile a study in this regard.

rently working to conclude a comprehen-
sive convention on international terrorism
that would also aim to craft a single, uni-
versally agreed definition of terrorism.

Strong legal foundations thus exist for
countering terrorism; what is needed is
for all Member States to become party to
the international instruments and imple-
ment their provisions. The United Na-
tions strongly promotes ratification and
implementation of the existing conven-
tions, not only monitoring implementa-
tion of the treaties by Member States, but
also providing practical legal assistance
for countries on how best to implement
the provisions of the treaties into national
legislation.

Member States through the General As-
sembly have been increasingly coordinat-
ing their counter-terrorism efforts and
continuing their legal norm-setting work.
Apart from formal treaties, countries also
discuss ways and means to combat ter-






rorism on a regular basis and pledge their
commitment to counter this menace through
solemn declarations and resolutions of the
General Assembly. The Security Council

has also been active in countering terrorism
through resolutions and by establishing sev-
eral subsidiary bodies. At the same time, a
number of programmes, offices and agencies of
the United Nations system have been engaged
in specific activities against terrorism, further
assisting Member States in their counter-ter-
rorism efforts.

Taking a strategic approach to counter terrorism

To consolidate and enhance the various
streams of counter-terrorism related activ-
ity, Member States opened a new phase in
their counter-terrorism efforts by agreeing on
a United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism
Strategy (A/RES/60/288) in September 2006.

The Strategy, which marks the first time

that all Member States of the United Nations
agreed to a common strategic and operational
framework to fight terrorism, forms a basis for
a concrete plan of action to:

® address the conditions conducive
to the spread of terrorism;

® prevent and combat terrorism;

@ build States’ capacity to prevent and
combat terrorism and to strengthen
the role of the United Nations system
in this regard; and

® ensure respect for human rights for
all and the rule of law as the funda
mental basis of the fight against
terrorism.

The Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy aims
to bring together the counter-terrorism efforts
of the various United Nations system entities,
including the counter-terrorism-related bodies
of the Security Council, into a common, coher-
ent and more focused framework. The Strat-
egy also gives support to the practical work of
the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task
Force (CTITF), established by the Secretary-
General in 2005 to ensure overall coordination
and coherence in the counter-terrorism efforts
of the United Nations system. CTITF consists

Countering terrorism as part of the broad-
er UN peace,
development and human rights agenda

The Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy,
through its four pillars, anchors the United
Nations’ counter-terrorism work firmly into
the broad agenda of the Organization,
which has its focus on maintaining inter-
national peace and security, promoting
sustainable development and protecting
human rights. Moving beyond preventing
and combating terrorism solely through
traditional legal and law enforcement con-
texts, Member States have recognized the
need to take a comprehensive approach,
thus complementing these more traditional
measures with equal weight on addressing
the conditions that may be conducive to
terrorism’s spread, building Member State
capacities to prevent and combat terrorism
and protecting human rights while counter-
ing terrorism. The prevention and resolu-
tion of conflicts; the promotion of the rule
of law; the pursuit of development goals
and objectives, including the attainment

of the Millennium Development Goals;
the pursuit of social inclusion; support for
education programmes; and the promotion
of dialogue and tolerance, amongst others,
have been recognized in the Strategy to be
areas of key concern in both individual as
well as common efforts to counter terror-
ism. The protection of human rights while
combating terrorism has also received
critical attention by Member States, who
have placed this issue at the heart of the
Strategy and by establishing the post of a
special human rights investigator whose job
it is precisely to ensure that human rights
are not curtailed as countries take steps to
counter terrorism.

of 30 international entities , which — in
addition to contributing to the counter-
terrorism effort of the United Nations ac-
cording to their own mandates — take part
in CTITF’s working groups and initiatives,
involving areas of work where cooperation






among United Nations system actors can add value for the implementation of the Strategy.

Security Council actions and bodies

Among its measures, the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy calls for Mem-
ber States to implement all Security Council resolutions related to international terrorism
and to cooperate fully with the counter-terrorism subsidiary bodies of the Security Council.

The Security Council has been dealing with terrorism-related issues nearly two decades. In
the 1990s, its actions took the form of sanctions against States considered to be connected
to certain acts of terrorism. In 1999, Security Council resolution 1267 established the 1267
Committee, which is tasked with monitoring sanctions against the Taliban (and subse-
quently Al-Qaida as of 2000). In 2001, following the 11 September terrorist attacks against
the United States, the Security Council established a Counter-Terrorism Committee under
resolution 1373. This resolution obliges Member States to take a number of measures to
prevent terrorist activities and to criminalize various forms of terrorist actions, as well as
to take measures that assist and promote cooperation among Member States. In 2004, the
Security Council added a further counter-terrorism-related body to its arsenal: the 1540
Committee, which is tasked to monitor Member States’ compliance with resolution 1540.
Resolution 1540 calls on Member States to prevent non-State actors (including terrorist
groups) from getting access to weapons of mass destruction. Through a number of additional
resolutions, the Security Council has in the past years strengthened the work of its counter-
terrorism bodies.

Condemning terrorist acts: the Secretary-General speaks out

Terrorism has become one of the main peace and security challenges on the agenda of secre-
taries-general in the past years. Through statements and reports, secretaries-general have
been consistent in condemning terrorist acts as unacceptable and unjustifiable, calling on
Member States to take a united front against such violence and positioning

the United Nations system to take a central role in assisting Member States in their coun-
ter-terrorism efforts.

Continuing this tradition, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has consistently and forcefully
condemned all acts of terrorism. He has made countering terrorism one of the priority areas
of the Organization, with a strong focus on coordinated and comprehensive action by the
United Nations system through the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force. Secre-
tary-General Ban has made it a special point to emphasize the human cost of terrorism and
to focus on supporting victims of terrorism.

For more information please visit: www.un.org/terrorism
For details of actions taken by the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force (CTITF)
please visit: www.un.org/terrorism/cttaskforce
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Pillar I
Addressing the conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism

Under this pillar, Member States are to address the conditions conducive to the
spread of terrorism, by strengthening existing programmes on conflict preven-
tion, negotiation, mediation, conciliation, peacekeeping and peacebuilding.
They are also to place an added emphasis on initiatives that promote inter-
religious and intercultural tolerance, reduce the marginalization of vulnerable
populations, such as the youth, and promote social inclusion. Member States
also note the importance of addressing the needs of victims through the adop-
tion of national and regional systems of assistance.

The Working Group on Preventing and Resolving Conflict has undertaken ef-
forts to integrate counter-terrorism objectives into the long-standing work con-
ducted by the United Nations system on the prevention and resolution of armed
conflict. In collaboration with Member States in the region, the Working Group
has developed an initiative to implement the United Nations Global Counter-
Terrorism Strategy in Central Asia. Jointly arranged by the Working Group and
the United Nations Regional Centre for Preventive Diplomacy for Central Asia
(UNRCCA), the initiative will address conditions conducive to terrorism, en-

hance capacity-building to prevent and combat terrorism at the national and re-
gional levels while promoting and protecting human rights, and determine how

the United Nations can better support regional implementation efforts identi-
fied in an action plan.

The Working Group has also developed easily readable guidelines for UN peace
mediators and negotiators on how to take counter-terrorism aspects into consid-
eration during their work. The guidelines are available on the CTITF website.

To assist States in taking practical action to address issues that promote ex-
tremism and recruitment to terrorism, CTITF Working Group on Supporting
and Highlighting Victims of Terrorism is undertaking a Documentaries Project
to Counter the Appeal of Terrorism, led by the Monitoring Team of the 1267
Committee and supported by DPI (UNTV) and the CTITF Office. The aim of the
Documentaries Project is to undermine the appeal of terrorism by providing a
platform for former terrorists and their victims to speak out against terrorism,
specifically targeting vulnerable groups of young people. The Monitoring Team
and the EOSG are currently working with several interested States to produce
brief documentary films of repentant terrorists and their victims.

Apart from actions taken by the Task Force, CTITF entities have pursued ef-
forts in their individual capacity.

The Department of Political Affairs (DPA), through its Special Political Missions
on the ground and efforts led by the Special Representatives and Envoys of the





Secretary-General has facilitated a number of peace agreements around the
world. DPA also proactively engages with national, regional and international
actors through its regional offices, such as the United Nations Office for West
Africa (UNOWA) and the United Nations Regional Centre for Preventive Diplo-
macy for Central Asia (UNRCCA), in an effort to prevent aand resolve conflict.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
promotes dialogue among civilizations, cultures and peoples, including inter-
religious and inter-faith dialogue, through the fostering of exchanges and
quality education at different levels of society. The UNESCO Culture of Peace
Coordination solicits contributions from UN agencies and programmes as re-
gards their adherence to, and implementation of, the Programme of Action on a
Culture of Peace and presents them in a systematic and consolidated manner in
official UN documents. UNESCO promotes tools, such as “Guidelines on Inter-
cultural Education” and established an Intersectoral Platform “Contributing to
the Dialogue among Civilizations and Cultures and a Culture of Peace” on joint
programme implementation.

The Department of Public Information (DPI) works with Member States, media,
educational institutions, non-governmental organizations and civil society to
promote dialogue, respect, tolerance and cultural diversity. DPI has organized a
series of seminars entitled “Unlearning Intolerance,” aimed at examining dif-
ferent manifestations of intolerance, and discussing how they can be addressed
through education and access to information. Seminars held so far have fo-
cused on issues including anti-Semitism and Islamophobia, the role of the me-
dia, preventing genocide and the role of political cartoons, art and the environ-
ment, and the dangers of cyber hate.

The Special Rapporteur on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms while Countering Terrorism, operating under the Hu-
man Rights Council, addresses the role of promoting human rights while elimi-
nating conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism. This is done through
country-specific work, including country visits, and in thematic reports submit-
ted to the Human Rights Council and the General Assembly.

The High Commissioner for Human Rights and her Office (OHCHR) contrib-
utes to addressing the conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism through
the promotion and protection of human rights. OHCHR works closely with UN
peacekeeping operations and with partners at the country and local levels in
order to ensure government authorities are aware of their human rights obli-
gations. To this end, OHCHR designs effective remedies to overcome obstacles
to the realization of human rights and to combat all forms of discrimination.
Through participation in a number of CTITF Working Groups and initiatives,
OHCHR aims to mainstream key human rights issues and challenges to inte-
grate a human rights approach to the various projects carried out by the CTITF
in its efforts to assist Member States implement the Strategy. These include the
I-ACT initiative, the Working Group on preventing and resolving conflicts, the
Working group on supporting victims, as well as the Working Group on the Use
of internet for terrorism purposes.





The United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI)
opened the “Centre on Policies to Counter the Appeal of Terrorism” in June
2010. The Centre will be analyzing different policies and programmes on de-
tection and prevention of pathways into terrorism, early intervention efforts
against terrorist recruitment, and rehabilitation initiatives. The Centre will
establish a searchable web-based database containing information for govern-
ments to counter the appeal of terrorism; produce an annual analytical report
based on non-reserved information provided by Member States; organize a
series of regional and inter-regional roundtables; and convey an international
conference at the end of the pilot phase. The Centre, run in close coordination
with the CTITEF, is based at the UNICRI Lab’s Dialogue and Innovation Office
in Lucca, Italy.

The International Civil Aviation Organization is in the process of developing an
international convention, which will establish a supplementary mechanism for
the third-party victims of terrorist acts involving civil aircraft.

For more information of the Strategy-related work of CTITF entities, see the
Report of the Secretary-General “United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism
Strategy: activities of United Nations system info implementing the Strategy”
(A/64/818/ June 2010).

The above inventory of United Nations counter-terrorism related actions is

based on information provided by CTITF member entities. For more information
please visit: www.un.org/terrorism. For detailed information on the activities of
CTITF working groups please visit: http://www.un.org/terrorism/cttaskforce.shtml
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Pillar IT

Preventing and combating terrorism

The Strategy recognizes that terrorists need both the means to carry out their
attacks and a set of high-value targets, and so this pillar outlines a wide vari-
ety of actions for Member States to take to deny terrorist access to resources
and to protect particular vulnerable targets.

Sixteen universal legal instruments (13 instruments three amendments) have
been developed and adopted under the auspices of the United Nations and
related intergovernmental organizations. Most of these instruments provide a
legal framework for multilateral actions against terrorism and criminalize spe-
cific acts of terrorism, including hijacking, hostage-taking, terrorist bombings,
financing of terrorism and nuclear terrorism. They are complemented by reso-
lutions of the General Assembly (49/60, 51/210 and 60/288) and of the Security
Council (1267 (1999), 1373 (2001), 1540 (2004), 1566 (2004) and 1624 (2005)).

CTITF members have pursued efforts collectively through working groups on
‘Strengthening the Protection of Vulnerable targets’, ‘Preventing and Respond-

ing to WMD Terrorist Attacks’, ‘Tackling the Financing of Terrorism’, and
‘Countering the Use of the Internet for Terrorist Purposes.’ The activities of

these Working Groups include the establishment of a referral centre at INTER-
POL’s General Secretariat, facilitating the sharing of vulnerable target protec-
tion resources and best practices and, upon request, assisting member countries
in developing or enhancing protection strategies; a stock-taking exercise on the
implementation of international standards for combating the financing of ter-
rorism and a report containing recommendations on how to improve implemen-
tation; as well as a mapping exercise and stakeholder meeting focused on coun-
tering terrorist use of the internet.

The Working Group on Countering the Use of the Internet for Terrorist Purposes
aims to identify and bring together stakeholders and partners on the abuse of
the Internet for terrorist purposes, including using the web for radicalization,
recruitment, training, operational planning, fundraising and other means. In
conjunction with Member States, the Working Group aims to explore ways in
which terrorists use the Internet, quantify the threat that this poses and exam-
ine options for addressing it at national, regional and global levels, including
what role the United Nations might play without compromising human rights,
fundamental values and the open nature of the Internet itself. It completed its
first phase, mapping relevant laws, conventions, resources and initiatives, and
produced a report in February 2009. The Working Group is currently focused on
legal issues surrounding efforts to counter terrorist use of the Internet and on
promoting counter-narratives to reduce terrorist impact. After completing the





first phase in 2009, the Working Group plans to publish the results of its re-
search and workshops in the form of a guide for Member States.

Apart from the actions taken by the Task Force working groups, CTITF entities
in their individual capacity have also pursued counter terrorism measures.

The Counter-Terrorism Committee and its Counter-Terrorism Committee Execu-
tive Directorate (CTED) are responsible for monitoring and promoting imple-
mentation of Security Council resolutions 1373 (2001) and 1624 (2005), and for
facilitating technical assistance to countries in need. On the basis of reports,
updates and feedback submitted by all 192 Member States through dialogues
and country visits, the Committee prepares and updates the preliminary imple-
mentation assessments (PIA) of Member States in their efforts to implement
resolution 1373 (2001). The Committee also undertakes the stocktaking of
Member States’ performance. As of July 2010, the Committee had conducted 58
visits to Member States.

Under the Al-Qaida and Taliban sanctions regime, which is managed by the
1267 Committee of the Security Council, the Council requires all States to
impose an assets freeze, a travel ban and an arms embargo on individuals and
entities who have been placed on the 1267 Committee’s Consolidated List on
the basis of their as association with Al-Qaida, Osama Bin Laden, and/or the
Taliban. As of 30 July 2010, the Consolidated List contained the names of 391
individuals and 91 entities and 36 States had informed the Team that they had
frozen financial assets as a result of the listings.

The Monitoring Team, which assists the 1267 Committee in promoting imple-
mentation of the sanctions regime, has so far submitted ten analytical reports
assessing the implementation of the sanctions, the changing nature of the
threat posed by Al Qaida and the Taliban, and the best measures to confront it.
The Team has visited close to 90 Member States to discuss how to improve the
sanctions regime and has established cooperation with over 30 international
and regional bodies. It has also established three regional groups of intelli-
gence and security agencies from various countries and the private financial
sector to provide further advice and offer proposals for the Security Council’s
consideration.

The Committee established pursuant to resolution 1540 (2004) and its experts
have examined reports from 155 Member States (with 102 of those providing
additional information) and the European Union on efforts to meet the require-
ments of Security Council resolution 1540 (2004), while working to identify
deficiencies and suggest improvements in preventing access by non-State actors
to weapons of mass destruction and their components.

As the Strategy calls for Member States to consider becoming parties with-

out delay to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime, UNODC has been promoting the ratification and full implementation of
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the Convention and its three additional protocols. Bearing in mind the increas-
ingly complex nature of the terrorist threat, practitioners must address not only
the terrorist crimes themselves, but also a range of crimes linked to terrorism
like trafficking and smuggling in drugs, firearms and persons, money launder-
ing and corruption. At the request of Member States, UNODC is formulating
more comprehensive packages of assistance that also encompass activities to
prevent terrorism, fight transnational organized crime, counter corruption and
build the domestic criminal justice system. These are fully integrated into the
regional and national programmes of UNODC, which are implemented through
field offices in 35 countries.

Military and police components of United Nations peacekeeping operations have
provided a more secure environment in 16 conflict zones all over the world in
the last five years. This has helped to limit terrorist opportunities to recruit
and to conduct their operations in these regions.

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has begun the implementation
of the Nuclear Security Plan for 2010—-2013. The Plan’s objective is to contrib-
ute to global efforts to achieve worldwide, effective security wherever nuclear
or other radioactive material are in use, storage and/or transport by supporting
States, upon request, in their efforts to establish and maintain effective nuclear
security through assistance in capacity building, guidance, human resource de-
velopment, sustainability and risk reduction.

The Office for Disarmament Affairs (ODA) continues to work on strengthening
the Secretary-General’s mechanism for investigation of alleged use of chemical,
biological and toxin weapons by updating the roster of experts and laboratories
available to carry out such investigations in a timely and efficient manner. In
2009, the first-ever training course resulted in the establishment of a core team
of experts trained to perform fact-finding missions. The Office has developed a
pilot platform for the Biological Incident Database (BID) and provided access to
interested Member States for familiarization and testing.

The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQO) develops standards and
specifications for passports and other travel documents to ensure interoper-
ability; increase confidence in the reliability of travel documents; and contrib-
ute to national and international security, including preventing and combating
terrorism. In this regard, Standard 3.10 of Annex 9 to the Chicago Convention
requires that all Contracting States began issuing only Machine Readable Pass-
ports (MRPs) no later than 1 April 2010.

The United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI) has
conducted a risk assessment of illicit trafficking of chemical, biological, radio-
logical or nuclear materials and weapons in the Euro-Asian region, collecting
and analysing data from 25 countries. It has developed a pilot knowledge man-
agement system in South-East Europe and the Caucasus region, with the aim
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to improve information exchange and develop durable cooperation in countering
trafficking of chemical, biological, radiological or nuclear materials. UNICRI is
also developing with the European Union and other partners a second Knowl-
edge Management System in North Africa and the Middle East.

The International Maritime Organization (IMO) adopted mandatory measures

to enhance Maritime Security under the 1974 International Convention for the
Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), chapter XI-2 and the International Ship and Port
Facility Security (ISPS) Code. The measures were implemented by 159 Member
States, representing 99% of the world’s merchant fleet (around 40,000 ships) en-
gaged in international voyages and an additional 10,000 port facilities had their
security plans developed and approved. Through the adoption of amendments to
SOLAS chapter V in 2006, the Organization is also implementing a new manda-
tory Long-Range Tracking and Identification (LRIT) system to permit the track-
ing of ships globally. The adoption of two new Protocols into the Convention on
the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Navigation (SUA), and
its Protocol relating to Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental Shelf, have
extended their scope to cover new offences such as using the ship in a manner
that causes death or serious injury, and the unlawful carriage of weapons or
material that could be used for weapons of mass destruction. New boarding pro-
visions for suspect ships have also been included.

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime helps Member States strengthen
international cooperation in combating crimes that might be connected with
terrorism, including drug trafficking in all its aspect, illicit arms trade, and
money laundering. The Office assists Member States with the ratification and
implementation of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Orga-
nized Crime and its three protocols and the United Nations Convention against
corruption and assists them using the provisions of these instruments to create
domestic criminal offences, to adopt new frameworks for mutual legal assis-
tance, extradition and law enforcement cooperation, as well as to enhance tech-
nical assistance and training.

The World Health Organization (WHO) is concerned with public health readiness
and response to all public health emergencies of international concern, what-
ever their origin or source, within the framework of the International Health
Regulations (2005). A Global Alert and Response system detects international
public health events, performs a risk assessment and is able to mobilize an
international network of public health partners to assist countries to respond.
Guidance has been prepared to assist countries to assess and improve their
readiness for managing the public health consequences of a biological, chemical,
radiological or nuclear terrorist incident. WHO has developed standards and
provides training for laboratory biosafety and biosecurity, to encourage safe use
and safekeeping of biological materials, thus minimizing the risk of their diver-
sion.





The International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL)*, as the World’s
largest international police organization with 187 member countries, through a
special Task Force, provides a forum for Counter-Terrorism experts to exchange
best practices, as well as operational information, in order to identify active
terrorist groups and their membership, including organizational hierarchies,
methods of training, financing and recruitment of terrorist suspects and groups.
INTERPOL maintains a broad range of global databases that contain key infor-
mation (e.g., wanted individuals, fingerprints, photos, DNA profiles, etc.) and
has developed technology to make such data, especially its database on Stolen
and Lost Travel Documents (SLTD), available at border security points. It also
coordinates the circulation of alerts and warnings on suspected or wanted ter-
rorists and assists the UN Security Council with the implementation of the
Al-Qaida and Taliban sanctions regime by circulating to law enforcement au-
thorities’ worldwide relevant information on individuals and entities under

UN sanctions. Upon request, INTERPOL assists its member countries in their
investigations in the aftermath of a terrorist act by deploying on-site Incident
Response Teams (IRTs). Additionally, upon request INTERPOL will deploy an
INTERPOL Major Event Support Team (IMEST) to assist member countries in
the preparation, co-ordination and implementation of security arrangements
for major events. An IMEST also has the capacity and resources to immediately
become an IRT if a crisis situation materialize at a major event.

*While INTERPOL is not part of the UN system, it is a member of the Counter-
Terrorism Implementation Task Force (CTITF) which was established in 2005
and is chaired by the Office of the UN Secretary-General.

For more information of the Strategy-related work of CTITF entities, see the
Report of the Secretary-General “United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism
Strategy: activities of United Nations system info implementing the Strategy”
(A/64/818/ June 2010). The above inventory of United Nations counter-terrorism
related actions is based on information provided by CTITF member entities.

For more information please visit: www.un.org/terrorism. For detailed informa-
tion on the activities of CTITF working groups please visit:http:/www.un.org/
terrorism/cttaskforce.shtml
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Pillar II1
Building state capacity to counter terrorism

In the Strategy, Member States recognized capacity-building as the cornerstone
of a global effort to counter terrorism. Under this third pillar of actions, the
strategy calls for the international community, particularly the United Nations
system, to provide technical assistance to identify gaps or vulnerabilities, to
provide opportunities for information exchange and networking that could lead
to inter-state cooperation and sharing of “best practices” and to raise public
awareness about the threat of terrorism.

CTITF members have pursued efforts collectively through working groups on
‘Integrated Assistance for Countering Terrorism (I-ACT)’ and Strengthening
the Protection of vulnerable Targets.” The activities of these Working Groups
include assisting interested Member States in implementing the Strategy in an
integrated manner; and applied research on the development of public-private
partnership for the protection of vulnerable targets, aimed at identifying rel-
evant practices and experiences that could guide actions of Member States
willing to enhance the level of public-private cooperation in the protection of
vulnerable targets.

The Task Force Working Group on “Tackling the financing of terrorism”, which
1s co-chaired by the World Bank, IMF and UNODC, published a Report in Octo-
ber 2009 on Tackling the Financing of Terrorism. The report contains a total of
36 findings and 45 recommendations that are intended to help Member States
increase the effectiveness of efforts to combat the financing of terrorism. Five
areas are covered: (a) the criminalization of terrorist financing; (b) the enhance-
ment of domestic and international cooperation; (¢) value transfer systems; (d)
non-profit organizations; and (e) the freezing of assets. IMF has prepared an
Action Plan containing proposals to implement the Report’s recommendations
for consideration by the members of the Working Group.

The Office of Legal Affairs has prepared publications and conducted seminars
and training programs to disseminate information regarding the universal
counter-terrorism instruments and to encourage State participation in these
treaty regimes.

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, through its Terrorism Preven-
tion Branch, has provided technical assistance to over 168 countries with re-
gard to the criminal justice aspects of countering terrorism; has trained more
than 10,000 national criminal justice officials and developed 19 technical as-
sistance specialized tools and publications. UNODC is assisting Member States
in developing national action plans and supporting their implementation, while
building substantive legal knowledge in specialized thematic areas, including





nuclear, chemical, biological and radiological terrorism. UNODC is helping
Member States set up sub-regional platforms to foster international legal coop-
eration in criminal matters. It has developed in-depth online training courses
and is elaborating a comprehensive legal training curriculum for criminal
justice practitioners as well as setting up a permanent virtual communication
platform. Through its Global Programme against Money Laundering, Proceeds
of Crime and the Financing of Terrorism, it delivers assistance to help Member
States implement anti-money-laundering/ countering the financing of terrorism
provisions contained in relevant conventions, resolutions and FATF recommen-
dations.

The Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate identifies and priori-
tizes the technical assistance needs of Member States and refers these needs
to potential donor States and organizations. CTED has facilitated the success-
ful delivery of technical assistance to a wide range of States and regions since
the introduction of a revised technical assistance strategy in June 2008. It has
recently produced a Technical Guide to the Implementation of Security Council
Resolution 1373 (2001), and the 2009 Global Survey on the Implementation of
Security Council Resolution 1373 (2001). A policy guidance paper on interna-
tional cooperation in combating terrorism has also been produced. The three
documents can be found on the website of the Counter-Terrorism Committee.

The Monitoring Team of the 1267 Committee has collected information and re-
quests from approximately 150 Member States relating to technical assistance
needs for effective implementation of the Al-Qaida/Taliban sanctions regime. As
the Team does not have the mandate to deal with the provision of assistance, it
has forwarded this information to both the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime (Terrorism Prevention Branch) and the Counter-Terrorism Committee
Executive Directorate for information and action.

With its field presence in 166 countries, the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme undertakes numerous activities to promote governance and rule of law,
including programmes to support the implementation of anti-money laundering
legislation and the strengthening of justice systems.

The Department of Peacekeeping Operations provides training to national
police and law enforcement officers and officials on criminal matters including
kidnapping, information-gathering, hostage-taking, close protection, and the
investigation of assassinations, murders and bombings.

The Department of Safety and Security is responsible for coordinating the ac-
tivities of the UN integrated security management system relative to the safety
and security of UN staff, taking into account various threats, including terror-
ism.

The United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute in
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compliance with the UN Resolution on International Permanent Observatory
(IPO)--continued to provide support to Member States engaged in the security
preparations of major events, such as the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games and
other large-scale sporting events and high-level summits. In Europe it has
strengthened the EU-SEC Programme, enlarging its network to 22 EU Member
States and EUROPOL, while in the Americas it has launched, in cooperation
with the Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism, the regional programme
IPO Americas, which set up the first formal network of National Focal Points on
major events, involving 24 countries in the region.

From 2002—2009, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) assisted
States improve nuclear security: 168 evaluation missions to help States identify
their own broad nuclear security requirements; arranging for the recovery, dis-
posal, secure storage and/or repatriation of nearly 5000 individual radioactive
sources; helping States to enhance their capabilities to combat illicit traffick-
ing through training and the provision of approximately 3000 instruments for
radiation detection; helping States to improve prevention measures by upgrad-
ing the security of 16 nuclear facilities and 100 sites housing other radioactive
material; publishing 11 guidance documents in the Nuclear Security Series;
providing nuclear security training to approximately 9000 people; implementing
projects to assist States in enhancing the nuclear of five major public events;
and, operating a 24 hour contact network to facilitate States’ cooperation in the
event of a nuclear accident or a radiological emergency. The Agency also helps
States to implement current and future undertakings under the legal instru-
ments that form the strengthened international platform in the area of nuclear
security, such as the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Materi-
als and its amendment, the Convention on the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear
Terrorism and Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004).

The Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) contributes
to global anti-terrorism efforts by promoting universal adherence to the Chemi-
cal Weapons Convention and through the implementation of its mandate, in-
cluding maintaining a high degree of readiness to provide assistance in the case
of any use or threat of use of chemical weapons. At the same time, the Technical
Secretariat is convinced that there are fields in which there is room for further
constructive interactions among its Member States- for example, with regard to
safety and security at chemical plants. Although the OPCW and its verification
regime were not designed to detect small-scale production or improvised use of
toxic chemicals by terrorist, or to fight terrorism in general, the OPCW and its
verification regime offer useful tools for Member States to address this emerg-
ing threat.

Through its Global Programme on Maritime Security, the International Mari-
time Organization (IMO) has conducted 72 country needs assessment and ad-
visory missions, 72 national and 59 regional seminars, workshops or courses

resulting in the training of some 6,100 persons on methods for ensuring mari-
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time security. These activities aimed to raise awareness to maritime security
through the understanding and implementation of International Convention for
the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) chapter XI-2 and the International Ship and
Port Facility Security Code. IMO also conducted regional initiatives, in coordi-
nation with other United Nations partners, to promote national and regional
inter-agency cooperation to address maritime terrorism in the wider context of
maritime security, suppressing maritime crime, and developing maritime situ-
ational awareness.

The International Monetary Fund has conducted, since early 2002, 61 country
assessments on Anti-Money Laundering and Combating the Financing of Ter-
rorism (AML/CFT) capacity. The Fund has provided technical assistance to
222 countries, through national and regional training workshops and tailored
capacity building assistance such as drafting of legislation and strengthening
of financial sector supervision for AML/CFT. About 2,470 officials have partici-
pated in IMF-led workshops over the last five years.

The World Bank has conducted 32 assessments — 11 jointly with the IMF — on
Anti-Money Laundering and Combating the Financing of Terrorism (AML/CFT)
compliance since 2001. Throughout this period, approximately 300 technical as-
sistance missions were performed on a bilateral or regional basis to strengthen
all components of an AML/CFT regime. In addition, the World Bank has under-
taken 14 bilateral remittance corridor analyses that offer sending and receiving
countries new information on the characteristics of remittance flows. This infor-
mation provides the basis for policy reviews to promote increased flows at lower
costs, while enabling better compliance with AML/CFT standards.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization provides
frameworks supporting human rights-based approaches to education, learning
materials and curricula to promote inclusive pedagogies and diversified content.
Inter-university solidarity, understanding and dialogue are promoted through
the network of 550 UNESCO Chairs, the Global Learning Portal and the UNIT-
WIN programme, which provides opportunities for young people in all regions.
UNESCO has also prepared a code of conduct for scientists to help deter the use
of scientific work for terrorist purposes.

The International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL)* coordinates
numerous training programmes aimed at enhancing the capacity of States to
combat terrorism. To complement the courses, INTERPOL provides correspond-
ing Training Guides, including the “Bio-Terrorism Incident Pre-Planning and
Response Guide”. INTERPOL has also developed a Best Practices Guide in
Combating Terrorism, available on the CTC website. INTERPOL has conducted
regional workshops on Bioterrorism to and has also carried out five train-the-
trainer sessions identifying effective strategies for prevention and response,
sub-regional cooperation and assessing the legal authorization for undertaking
critical police functions.
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*While INTERPOL is not part of the UN system, it is a member of the Counter-
Terrorism Implementation Task Force (CTITF) which was established in 2005
and is chaired by the Office of the UN Secretary-General.

For more information of the Strategy-related work of CTITF entities, see the
Report of the Secretary-General “United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism
Strategy: activities of United Nations system info implementing the Strategy”
(A/64/818/ June 2010). The above inventory of United Nations counter-terrorism
related actions is based on information provided by CTITF member entities.

For more information please visit: www.un.org/terrorism.
For detailed information on the activities of CTITF working groups please visit:
http://www.un.org/terrorism/cttaskforce.shtml
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Pillar IV
Ensuring Respect for Human Rights while Combating Terrorism

Under the fourth pillar of the strategy, Member States commit themselves to
adopt measures to ensure respect for human rights for all and the rule of law as
the fundamental basis of the fight against terrorism. They also pledge to take
measures aimed at addressing violations of human rights and to ensure that
any measures taken to counter terrorism comply with their human rights obli-
gations.

CTITF members have pursued efforts collectively through working group on
‘Protecting Human Rights While Countering Terrorism.” The activities of the
Working Group include the development of practical tools, aimed at providing
clear guidance as to how Member States can adopt human rights compliant
measures in the context of counter-terrorism in ten specific areas.

The Working Group on Protecting Human Rights While Countering Terror-
ism has focused on the development of a set of Basic Human Rights Reference
Guides to assist Member States in strengthening the protection of human
rights in the context of counter-terrorism. These tools aim to provide guidance

to state authorities, national and international non-governmental organiza-
tions, legal practitioners, and UN agencies as well as individuals, on how hu-

man rights compliant measures can be adopted in a number of counter-terror-
ism areas. The first five Guides deal with stopping and searching of persons,
security infrastructure, detention in the context of counter-terrorism, the prin-
ciple of legality in national counter-terrorism legislation and the proscription of
organizations.

In 2008, the Working Group organised an Expert Seminar which focused on
the impact of terrorism and counter-terrorism measures on the enjoyment of
economic, social and cultural rights. The Working Group aims to continue con-
vening workshops bringing together relevant stakeholders the international,
regional and national levels to help facilitate the exchange of information and
experiences. The Working Group aims to organize a number of workshops on

a rotating regional basis, to facilitate meaningful participation of regional and
national experts and practitioners working specifically on the issues examined,
who can provide key first hand practical knowledge of the challenges and com-
plexities encountered, as well as best practices to be recommended.

Apart from the activities taken by the working group, Task Force entities have
also take measures in their individual capacity:

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights advo-
cates the promotion and protection of all human rights and the implementation





of effective counter-terrorism measures. The Office provides assistance and
advice to Member States on the protection of human rights and fundamental
freedoms while countering terrorism, including the development of human
rights-compliant and anti-terrorism legislation policy and raising awareness of
international human rights law among national law enforcement agencies.
OHCHR promotes the enhancement of protection of human rights through
leadership and advocacy, technical assistance and training, and the develop-
ment of tools to assist practitioners, as well as deepening the understanding

of international human rights obligations in the context of terrorism through
focused research and analysis.

OHCHR also supports the work of the human rights treaty bodies, the Human
Rights Council and its various special procedures mandates, which have contin-
ued to address concerns related to the compliance of Member States with their
human rights obligations in the context of countering terrorism, and provide
recommendations in this regard. Within the Counter-Terrorism Implementa-
tion Task Force, OHCHR also leads the Working Group on Protecting Human
Rights While Countering Terrorism.

The Special Rapporteur on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms while Countering Terrorism, operating under the Hu-
man Rights Council, works to identify and promote best practices on measures
to counter terrorism that respect human rights and fundamental freedoms.
The Special Rapporteur also addresses allegations of human rights violations
in the course of countering terrorism. He conducts visits to selected individual
countries (7 country visits since 2006) and has engaged in correspondence with
more than 40 countries about their law and practice and individual cases (119
communications since 2005). He reports to both the Human Rights Council and
to the General Assembly. For additional information, please visit the website of
the Special Rapporteur:
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/terrorism/rapporteur/srchr.htm

The UNODC promotes a criminal justice based approach to terrorism, guided
by the framework provided by the international legal regime against terrorism
and implemented in full compliance with the rule of law and human rights. The
Office has organized numerous meetings with a specific focus on human rights
and has elaborated a number of technical assistance tools, available in all six
official languages, which address challenges faced by policymakers, law en-
forcement agencies, prosecutors, defense counsels, the judiciary and correction-
al authorities. Technical assistance projects aimed at improving the manage-
ment and operation of law enforcement agencies, the judiciary and penitentiary
systems are also relevant in accordance with the United Nations Standards
and Norms in Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice.

The United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute has
worked to identify best practices in the field of witness protection, with a spe-





cific focus on ex-terrorists or former organized criminal group members and
victims of terrorism. Activities aim at improving skills of public prosecutors and
other relevant investigating officials to optimize the use of information provided
by witnesses in accordance with the right of defense and to promote appropriate
approaches to victims of terrorism.

Under the Al-Qaida and Taliban sanctions regime, which is managed by the
1267 Committee of the Security Council, the Office of the Ombudsperson was
created in accordance with Security Council resolution 1904, adopted on 17
December 2009. Individuals, groups, undertakings or entities seeking removal
from the Consolidated List of the Al-Qaida and Taliban Sanctions Committee
can submit their request for delisting to an independent and impartial Ombud-
sperson who was appointed by the Secretary-General on 3 June 2010 and took
up office on 12 July 2010. The Ombudsperson is mandated to gather informa-
tion and to interact with the petitioner, relevant states and organizations with
regard to the delisting request, and present a comprehensive report on each
request to the Committee. Based on an analysis of all available information,
including that provided by the Monitoring Team, and the Ombudsperson’s ob-
servations, the report will set out for the Committee, the principal arguments
concerning the specific delisting request. The decision of the Committee on the
delisting request will be communicated back to the Petitioner by the Ombud-
sperson.

The Security Council also established in Res 1822 (2008) adopted in June 2008
the requirement that a narrative summary of reasons for listing be prepared for
each name on the List so that the basis for listing and other crucial information
on relevant activities for each name would be posted on the Committee’s web-
site; The Security Council also established the requirement to notify each indi-
vidual/entity of their listing or delisting within a set period.

For more information of the Strategy-related work of CTITF entities, see the
Report of the Secretary-General “United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism
Strategy: activities of United Nations system info implementing the Strategy”
(A/64/818/ June 2010). The above inventory of United Nations counter-terrorism
related actions is based on information provided by CTITF member entities.

For more information please visit: www.un.org/terrorism. For detailed informa-
tion on the activities of CTITF working groups please visit:http:/www.un.org/
terrorism/cttaskforce.shtml
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