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· Mr. Salaheddine Mezouar, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation and COP22 President,

· Mr. XIE Zhenhua, Special Representative on Climate Change Affairs of China,
· Distinguished speakers, excellencies, friends and colleagues,
· I am honoured to address you here at the Chinese Pavilion this morning.
· At the outset, I want to thank the Governments of the Peoples’ Republic of China and the Kingdom of Morocco for organizing this important event with support from the United Nations. 

· Friends, ladies and gentlemen, with the rapid entry into force of the Paris Agreement and the Sustainable Development Goals, we begin writing a new chapter in the history of humanity. 

· The successful writing of this new chapter means that we need to rise to a new challenge – and we need to write it collectively. 

· While it is clear that developed countries need to provide support to developing countries to reach the goals of the Paris Agreement, the agreement also encourages complementary support, such as South-South Cooperation. 

· Actions to lower greenhouse gas emissions and boost climate-resilient development are a central element for the achievement of the SDGs.
· Support for the NDCs, adaptation plans and other measures integrates climate action into key socio-economic and sustainable development strategies. 
· And South-South Cooperation, with focus on mutual learning, capacity building and technical cooperation has the potential to significantly contribute to this. 

· There are already impressive examples of the assistance that South-South Cooperation can provide:
· One such example is the ‘One Belt, One Road.’ This initiative of the new Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank will only fund financially, environmentally and socially responsible projects.
· Another example are the agreements that His Majesty King Mohammed VI recently signed with the Government of Rwanda to fast-track sustainable development and green growth.
· Here at COP22, we also heard that the Moroccan renewable energy agency is planning to cooperate with other counties in Africa, including Senegal and Djibouti. 

· There are many more examples, and they can only be applauded!  
· They show that South-South Cooperation is rapidly becoming an integral component of international cooperation to address climate change and contribute to the achievement of the Paris Agreement and the SDGs. 
· And it is encouraging that this is likely to expand. 

· Such an expansion will be hugely helpful in supporting the implementation of Nationally Determined Contributions. 

· As such, I congratulate you for promoting South-South Cooperation.
· The climate change secretariat is fully committed to facilitate and encourage South-South Cooperation.
· I wish this event every success. 

· Thank you
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