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Secretary General

Heads of Governments, and Ministers

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen

Today represents a historic moment. We, Heads of Government and Representatives of
Governments are attending a signing ceremony for an Agreement that will change the world.
We have now set ourselves on a path to properly address climate change.

Some may say it's only a small step. We need to make it a huge one. We need to take the Paris
Agreement and mould it into an international call to action. It must become a document of
revival. With the necessary effort by all of us, the Paris Agreement will change our lives and
the lives of future generations. We must make this happen.

We are all here to sign the Agreement. But this is only the first step. We must also ratify the
Agreement to make sure it enters into force at soonest possible time. We, the people of Tuvalu
are so committed to the Paris Agreement that parliament has already agreed to ratify it. I have
come here with our instrument of ratification. ! hope all of you will follow and encourage your
parliaments to do the same.

I would like to refer to a preamble paragraph of the decision that accompanies the Paris
Agreement which refers to irreversible threat to the planer'. We must ensure that climate
change is no__tt irreversible. We must act quickly and we must act together. We must all sign and
ratify. Climate change is not just a concern for small island States, like my own. It's everyone's
concern.

I welcome the recent decision by the Intergovemmental Panel on Climate Change's to develop
a Special Report on the impacts of 1.5 deg C. I suspect that this report will have serious
implications for small island countries like my own. It may well spell a greater need for early
action to avoid the "irreversible threat".

I would also like to refer to a preamble paragraph of the Paris Agreement which includes a
reference to human rights, the rights of indigenous peoples, migrants, as well as gender
equality, empowerment of women and intergenerational equity.

There is much that can be read in this paragraph. The key message is that we must not leave
anyone behind.

I want to refer to one group of people within this paragraph. These are the migrants. Recent
studies suggest that an average of 62,000 people every day are displaced due to climate change
or weather related disasters. This is a staggering figure and should ring alarm bells throughout
the world.

The plight of people displaced within countries and across borders must be addressed as a
matter of urgency. I would like to seek a UN General Assembly resolution establishing a
system of legal protection for people displaced by the impacts of climate change and to ensure
they are afforded the necessary support and protection of rights they need and deserve.



I should add that the concern about displaced people is not an indication that the people of
Tuvalu want to migrate. This is certainly not the case. We want to stay. Our concern about
displacement is a humanitarian one.

This is one aspect of the Loss and Damage agenda. I wish to take this opportunity particularly
to acknowledge the vision of the French Presidency in their support of our position on Loss
and Damage.

We, in Small Island Developing States urgently need better access to climate change financing
to protect our islands. The disbursement of the Green Climate Facility must be based on
accessibility and the level of vulnerability, and not on how well a Party can write its adaptation
or mitigation proposals.

And we, like many other regions of the world, also need insurance arrangements to help us
rebuild from these disasters. I am hoping that we can get funding support from donors for a
Pacific Island Climate Change Insurance Facility. I seek international support for this Facility.

Finally, we government representatives must do all we can to foster these efforts by civil
society, the private sector, financial institutions, cities, local governments on rural and outer
islands, and other sub-national authorities.

We all must work together to make the Paris Agreement an agreement to change the world.
We must protect those who are displaced. Let us use the Paris Agreement as a driving force for
our sustainable future. The Paris Agreement must save Tuvalu, and save the world.

I thank you.


