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Co-Chairs,

. At the outset, I express much appreciation to the Secretary-General for convening this

High-Level Signature Ceremony of the Paris Agreement, which signals a great step

by the global community towards ensuring our very survival on our planet Earth.

Indeed, the effects of Climate Change is urgent in Small Island Developing States

such as Tonga, whose vulnerability is increasing and rapidly eroding our capacities

for resilience. Capacities that need to be strengthened but, neither at the cost of our

sustainable development efforts, nor our efforts to improve health, education and

social welfare.

. Tropical cyclones continue to cause excessive problems for our country, and are

predicted to increase in intensity. Our region has already experienced six in this

cyclone season alone, and currently as I speak, Tropical Cyclone Amos is already

upon Tonga's shores. Predictions as such, are the realities we currently live with, and

with low ambition, and weak action, realities we will woefully endure.

. And in this light, allow me to reiterate that the Pacific Region as a whole, produces a

negligible 0.03% of global emissions, and that Climate Change is unmistakeably an

impediment instigated by the loosely regulated pollution of others. Yet, as

conscientious citizens of the global community, small islands like Tonga, have set
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high ambition and demonstrated tremendous leadership as evidenced by our climate

change commitments. Commitments which are reflected in regional partnerships,

such as the Majuro Declaration, and international agreements such as the Paris

Agreement, but more importantly, implemented through our actions at the country

level.

4. As such, Tonga recognizes and re-emphasizes the intrinsic value of limiting

temperature increase to 1.5°C and to ensure global cooperation and implementation of

the Paris Agreement, 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals, and the

SAMOA Pathway. This is strategically reflected and used to fi'ame and align, all

elements contained in our National Climate Change Policy 2016, the development of

our pending JNAP Phase II (Joint National Action Plan on Climate Change

Adaptation and Disaster Risk Management), and the National Organizational

Outcomes in our Strategic Development Framework 2015-2025.

Co-Chairs,

. Upon signing of the Paris Agreement, Tonga is committed in ensuring rapid

progression at the national level that will empower and enable our early ratification of

the Agreement, and our efforts to implement the necessary actions. Tonga has

embarked on an ambitious energy road map that would allow the proportion of

renewable energy in its energy supply to rise dramatically.

. An effort which is complimentary to strengthening our commitment to expedite and

eventually evolve our Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs) toward

concrete NDC. Actions where the Transfer of Renewable and Efficient Techiaology is

key in delivering our Mitigation targets through 50% access to renewable energy by

2020 and 70% by 2030. Tonga's INDC also reflects our commitment to double the

number of Marine Protected Areas by 2030, and to ensure viable and real sector

emission reduction targets in the areas of Transport, Agriculture, Environmentally

sound Waste Management, and Reforestation measures.



Co-Chairs,

o The of Kingdom of Tonga, extends values and imperatives towards strengthening

dialogue and partnerships for the enhancement of actions, support and synergies in the

areas of technology, capacity building and the requisite financing for implementation.

, Financing that is channelled through numerous initiatives such as the Green Climate

Fund, and also explore the establishment of Climate Change Initiative similar to the

Pacific Catastrophe Risk Assessment and Financing Initiative (PCRAFI). It is also

significant to establish a GCF office in the region that better understands the

challenges that we face and provide close support to the Pacific vulnerable states.

. Successful implementation of the Paris Agreement can only be achieved through

genuine partnerships and a robust element of transparency. Civil society must play a

role to ensure genuine accountability by state actors. Academia and the private sector

must also be steadfast in this parmership as they are, and will, continue to be the solid

drivers in our search for solutions to the adverse effects of Climate Change.

10. As one of frontline countries in the Pacific affected by climate change, I look forward

to more hard work ahead and the promise of a truly shared and sustainable global

vision and investment for both Tonga and the world's present and future generations.

11. Malo 'aupito


