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Mr President,

Today's ceremony marks a celebration of achievement with the record number of

states that have signed the Paris Agreement, including all 14 Pacific Island Forum

countries.  Significantly, those that signed and deposited their Instruments of

Ratification are all Small Island Developing States and members of AOSIS, including my

own country Samoa.

Such a bold move reflects solidarity and collective leadership and vindicates AOSIS

as the voice of morality and reason in the context of climate change where this is an

existential issue for some of its members. By ratifying the Paris Agreement the challenge

is out to the rest of the member states to follow their lead so that the climate

agreement we had fought hard to settle could enter into force expeditiously.
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Mr. President,

The new climate regime will create a floor for progress and look to coalitions of all

actors and stakeholders to determine how we can accelerate ambition and achieve the

kind of progress necessary to secure our future.

As a Small Island Developing State, Samoa knows intimately from harsh

experience that the impacts of climate change on the environment are already evident

and will continue to pose significant threats in the future.

On a global scale, Samoa's contribution to Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions is

negligible. Undeterred by this reality, Samoa, a small and vulnerable country is

increasing its efforts to reduce its GHG emissions to demonstrate to the international

community that it wants to be part of the solution to this global problem.

Samoa has demonstrated significant commitment to addressing climate change

by establishing a target of generating 100% of its electricity from renewable energy

sources by 2017 and then maintain this through to 2025 in anticipation of the increasing

electricity demand.

Our national sustainable development strategy (SDS 2016-2020) highlights the key

strategies for accelerating sustainable development across the priority sectors with

continued emphasis on the economic social and environmental pillars. Political

commitment is driving a number of actions aimed at not only adapting to the impacts of

climate change but also accelerating efforts to reduce GHG emissions.

The focus of Samoa's Intended Nationally Determined Contribution is on

mitigation given the short lead-time available for this process. Samoa is committed to
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communicate a revised NDC in 2020 and every 5 years afterwards. Samoa recognizes

that achieving this highly ambitious target will require significant efforts to removing

existing barriers which include increases in human capacity, technology and capital

investment and is to be supported by a combination of policy level actions and

development projects.

The Samoa Energy Sector Plan 2012 -with a theme of "sustainable energy towards

energy self sufficiency" is a roadmap to deliver outcomes consistent with the theme.

The Electricity Act 2010 introduces key regulatory changes which enables private

sector involvement in generating electricity and selling it back to the utility. Other

key policy drivers include the Greenhouse Gas Abatement Strategy, Climate Change

Policy 2007 and the Energy Efficiency Act.

Samoa has already undertaken and implemented a range of mitigation projects in

the energy sector including activities for electricity generation as well as energy

efficiency. Significant donor assistance through grant financing has enabled the

implementation of many of these projects.

Samoa recognises that the adverse effects of climate change will have significant

impact on the country particularly in sectors such as agriculture, coastal infrastructure,

health, forestry, meteorology, tourism, and water. Adaptation projects in these sectors

have been successfully implemented with external financial support and through them

reduction of emissions are also possible. Building climate resilience, disaster risk

reduction as well as adaptation projects in vulnerable sectors are considered priorities in

national planning.
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Samoa has focused on enhancing understanding, action and support to areas

related to damage and loss such as early warning systems, preparedness, risk

assessment and insurance through national and regional projects. Samoa continues to

receive support from the Global Environment Facility, accessing readiness funds through

the GCF in collaboration with all its development partners.

Thankyou.
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