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Colleagues,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

To begin, I would like to thank the Governments of France and Peru for uniting the
world behind the Paris Agreement. I would also like to thank the Executive
Secretary, Ms. Christiana Figueres, for her tireless efforts to keep the negotiations on
track.

Today, on behalf of the Republic of Palau, I have the honor to submit our instrument
of ratification. We make this submission with a sense of great pride, but also with an
even greater sense of urgency.

On March 22nd, I declared a State of Emergency due to extreme drought conditions.
Water levels in the capital are critically low, and the Government is currently
limiting use to three hours per day. Some areas can only be supplied by truck.

Retailers have completely exhausted their supplies of bottled water, and we have
advised people to take precautions to ensure the safety of their drinking water. The
situation in some of our outlying states is even more severe.

The drought is also hitting our tourism industry - by far Palau's largest sector - just
as we are emerging from an economic downturn. These conditions are expected to
continue for at least the next one or two months.

Palauans have shown incredible patience during the crisis, despite their deep
frustration. I am proud of the extensive conservation measures we are all taking to
extend our supplies as much as possible.



However, we urgently need international assistance. Palau would like to thank Japan
and Taiwan for the emergency relief they have provided, and we would he grateful
to any others willing to provide assistance.

Is this climate change? Severe drought is certainly one of the impacts we have been
warned about.

So, as I sign this new climate agreement, I'm forced to ask myself: What does this
mean for Palau?

Will it stop the temperature from rising, so that the next drought is more
manageable?

Will it help us improve our water system, so that next time our supplies don't run
out?

These are the questions I need to answer for my people. We anticipated this crisis in
our nationally determined contribution, which identifies the need for improvements
to our water system. Its implementation is now a national emergency, starting with
the installation of solar-powered desalination facilities.

For Palau, this will be the test of the Paris Agreement.

It was difficult for me to leave my country in a time of crisis, but I felt it was
important for me to be here to make this appeal to the international community. For
small, vulnerable countries, climate change is already pushing us to the brink. We
cannot wait until 2020 for implementation. There are many affordable solutions
that continue to go unused, while dangerous impacts happen as we speak.

The Paris agreement can succeed, but only if we are driven by a sense of fierce
solidarity. I look around the room, and I am encouraged by the enormous
outpouring of political support for this agreement. But let us not forget that we have
an enormous amount of work ahead. When you return home tomorrow, I implore
everyone to look around and ask: What more can be done?

On this day of celebration - Earth Day - we mark a great global achievement. But it
is only the beginning of the transformation to a low-carbon, climate resilient future
that all our people so desperately need to survive.

Thankyou.
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