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Co-Chairs,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the 12 Members of the Pacific Small Island
Developing States represented at the United Nations°

To begin, the Pacific would like to thank the Governments of South Africa, Poland, Peru, and
France for guiding us through four years of negotiations to deliver the historic document
before us. We also thank the Executive Secretary, Madam Christiana Figueres, who helped
shepherd a complex and contentious process to completion.

And finally, we would like to extend special recognition to the Secretary-General, His
Excellency Mr. Ban Ki-moon. This moment would not have been possible without your tireless
advocacy for action on climate change and for the most vulnerable.

The Paris Agreement represents a truly historic diplomatic achievement. The challenge of
uniting the world behind a common vision was immense.

This is probably the best deal we could get for the world, and we are committed to its full
implementation. All of our members will sign the Agreement today; eight Pacific Heads of
State and Government are here to do so personally. Half of our group will also be submitting
their instruments of ratification, and the rest will soon follow.

However, this is not a good deal for our Island Nations. At least not yet.

We are still heading for dangerous levels of warming, which would be devastating for our
Islands. The national contributions currently on the table still fall far short of our collective goal
to pursue efforts limiting temperature rise to 1.5 degrees.



Therefore, the hardest work starts now.

Achieving our temperature goal requires nothing less than a transformation - in our energy
systems, our production methods, and our transportation networks - and this transformation
must begin immediately°

The Pacific is ready to lead.

We have put forward ambitious contributions, and if developed countries mobilize the required
means of implementation, we are prepared to do more. Making the transition to renewable
energy is a particular priority, which will also bring far-reaching sustainable development co-
benefits. We also have innovative plans for building our resilience to climate impacts - often
using homegrown solutions. Our countries are ready to demonstrate what a resilient and
zero-carbon future looks like.

But we cannot do this alone. Our total emissions are miniscule. All countries must step up
with much more ambitious efforts, with heightened responsibility on the biggest historical
emitters. We were assured that, once everyone was on board, the Paris Agreement would
provide a good framework for progressively raising ambition over time. That day has now
come.

The stakes are high for the Pacific SIDS. We are already seeing dangerous climate impacts.
In just the past few years, we have seen a string of record-breaking cyclones and droughts
throughout the region. Meanwhile, unusually warm water temperatures, fed by El NiSo, are
bleaching our coral reefs and threatening our marine ecosystems. This is our new normal.

For this reason, we must move quickly on the Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss and
Damage. Vulnerable countries need a reliable and readily accessible source of funds to begin
recovery efforts in the aftermath of disaster and address economic losses.

We must also start taking seriously the security implications of climate change° For this
reason, the Pacific SIDS are calling for the appointment of a Special Representative on
Climate & Security at next month's World Humanitarian Summit.

The Paris Agreement is an important diplomatic achievement, and there is good reason for
this day of celebration. However, we should also be honest about its limitations. It is a much
more modest treaty than many had hoped for. As it stands now, it will not protect our Islands.

However, the Paris Agreement does open the door to the international cooperation needed
for transformative change, and its success depends on what we do from this day forward.

Thank you.
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