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Secretary-General, Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great honour for me to participate in this historic ceremony. The Paris Agreement is an

outstanding achievement of the global community. It was a turning point towards a climate-neutral

and climate-resilient world.

Ladies and gentlemen,

On 6 March 2015, Finland jointly with the European Union and its other Member States

communicated the Intended Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC). The EU and its Member

States committed to a binding target of at least a 40% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by

2030. The EU's INDC is in line with the goal contained in the Paris Agreement to keep the global

temperature rise to well below 2 degrees Celsius. In order to implement that contribution, the EU

and its Member States are elaborating legislation related to the EU 2030 climate and energy

framework.

Regarding climate action before 2020, Finland remains on track to meet its 2020 greenhouse gas

emissions targets and has already achieved its targets on renewable energy.

At the national level, the Finnish Climate Change Act entered into force last year. The Act

established a reduction target for greenhouse gas emissions of at least 80% by 2050 compared to

1990 levels. The Act serves as a legal basis for the long-term systematic planning and monitoring of

national climate change policies.

The Government will also prepare, by the end of this year, a new Energy and Climate Strategy for

the years 2020-2030. The strategy, which will address all the major sectors of the economy, will aim

at reducing greenhouse gas emissions in line with the EU targets. This will be done, for example, by

improving energy efficiency and increasing the use of biomass and other renewable energy sources.



Ladies and gentlemen,

We need all hands on deck to meet the climate change challenge, as you Mr. Secretary-General

have reminded us. As one example, I would like to mention pioneering work being clone by Finnish

municipalities. Nearly all the largest Finnish municipalities have prepared a climate change strategy.

They are working with local private sector partners to create local solutions that will lead the way to

reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. Several municipalities have already achieved impressive

emissions reductions thanks to improvements in energy production, energy efficiency in buildings,

waste management, transport and agriculture. As we can see, responding to the climate change

challenge makes good business sense.

We are thus taking the climate change challenge very seriously, as well as the need to swiftly reduce

emissions. We are also moving ahead with our national ratification procedures and are working hard

to ratify the Paris Agreement as soon as possible.

Finally, I would like to emphasise the intrinsic links between the fight against climate change and

the Sustainable Development Goals. For both the 2030 Agenda and our actions on climate change, I

underline the importance of gender equality. The equal participation of men and women will make

the climate change and sustainable development policies more effective. Moreover, in Finland, we

are aiming for a coherent and synergetic implementation of plans for climate change and

sustainable development. For instance, one of the five priority areas of the Government programme

is 'bio-economy, circular economy and clean solutions'.

Ladies and gentlemen,

While the signature of the Paris Agreement bears great importance, it is only the first step on our

journey to put it into effect. Indeed, actions speak louder than words.

Thank you.


