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Your Excellency Mr. Ban Ki-Moon,

Nations,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Secretary General of the United

It is a privilege and a pleasure for me to address you at the signing
ceremony of the Paris Agreement today.

Many speakers today have used the word "historic" to characterize the
success all of us achieved at COP 21 in Paris. I fully agree with this
assessment.

The Agreement that we adopted in Paris is
1. Firmly based on science, referencing 2 degrees and 1.5 degrees, with

a clear view to achieving a balance between greenhouse gas
emissions and removals in the second half of the century.

2. It is comprehensive - all of us will be part of it.
3. It is dynamic, with contributions to be strengthened every five years,

and informed by regular stock-taking.

In many respects the Agreement is not only what we all had hoped for,
but indeed more than many of us had dared to hope before the Paris
conference. This is no mean feat!

Now is the time to bring the agreement to life. The signing today is an
important first step. Many further steps must follow, both nationally and
internationally- reflecting different circumstances, while recognizing our
common concern: a safe planet with a safe climate.

Austria, as member of the European Union, is strongly determined to do
its fair share and to help others in doing so as well. The EU has already
launched the implementation of its INDC with a view to turning this into
an NDC as soon as possible.

At the heart of the EU's INDC is a commitment to reduce emissions by at
least 40 percent by 2030 from 1990 levels. We will achieve this through
two main policy instruments: An upgraded EU Emissions Trading System
and Member States' targets for the sectors outside of the Emissions



Trading System, like transport or household emissions. Work on both
elements is well underway.

In Austria, we are currently elaborating an integrated climate and energy
strategy for post-2020. And we are working towards what is called
"Energiewende" in German - an energy transition away from fossil fuels,

into renewables.

Implementation also means helping others in achieving their INDCs and
NDCs - and providing support where needed. Doing all this requires
dexterity and dedication. The momentum from Paris is something we
must use to the full extent.

Let us not only keep the momentum from Paris, but let us increase it. Let
us all work together to solve the climate crisis.

Thank you very much.


