
 

The Ministers and Heads of Delegations that participated in the 
High-Level Segment of the substantive session of 2003 of the 
Economic and Social Council, held from 30 June to 2 July 2003 
adopted a declaration with the following references to least-
developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small 
island developing states. (E/2003/L.9* dated 3rd July 2003) 

 

9. We invite members of the World Trade Organization to 
implement the commitments regarding trade-related technical 
assistance and capacity-building for developing countries, in 
particular the least developed countries, so that they can benefit 
from liberalized trade opportunities and adopt measures to 
reduce supply-side constraints, including by improving 
productivity and product diversification and enhancing 
competitiveness and community-based entrepreneurial capacity. 
We urge them to facilitate the accession of developing countries 
to the Organization, in particular the least developed countries 
and countries with economies in transition, taking into account 
the individual level of development of each country that applies 
for membership. In this regard, we welcome the recent 
agreement of the Organization to facilitate the accession of the 
least developed countries. 

11. We urge developed countries that have not done so to make 
concrete efforts towards the target of 0.7 per cent of gross 
national product as official development assistance to 
developing countries and 0.15 to 0.20 per cent of gross national 
product of developed countries to least developed countries, as 
reconfirmed at the Third United Nations Conference on Least 
Developed Countries, and we encourage developing countries to 
build on progress achieved in ensuring that official development 
assistance is used effectively to help achieve development goals 
and targets. We acknowledge the efforts of all donors, commend 
those donors whose official development assistance 
contributions exceed, reach or are increasing towards the targets, 
and underline the importance of undertaking to examine the 
means and time frames for achieving the targets and goals. 

34. We recognize the special needs of the least developed countries 
and reaffirm our commitment to the implementation of outcomes 
of the Third United Nations Conference on Least Developed 
Countries, in particular the elements related to rural 
development, enhanced market access and provision for 
enhanced technical assistance and support for capacity-building. 

  35. Recognizing also the special challenges in rural development 
faced by small island developing States, we reaffirm our 
commitment to the implementation of the Programme of Action 
for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing 
States and emphasize in this regard the importance of the 
international meeting to be held in Mauritius in 2004. Noting 
also that the geographical situation of the landlocked developing 
countries is an added constraint on their efforts to promote rural 



development, we call for the implementation of specific actions 
related to the particular needs of those countries.  

 


