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| welcome the new study on sexual violence in thEmbDcratic Republic of Congo (DRC)
published today in the American Journal of Publigalth (AJPH). It is a commendable effort
that helps to fill the gap in empirical researchhis area, because we cannot prevent what we do
not adequately understand.

While my Office works to address the issue of séxualence in conflict and post-conflict

contexts, where rape is often an instrument of arat/or commanded by military actors, the
AJPH study covers ‘sexual violence’ including dotreesind intimate partner violence. This
inevitably makes the AJPH figures higher.

Official UN figures tend to be conservative, be@tise United Nations can only report to the
Security Council information on sexual violencetthas been verified by the organisation itself.
The UN cannot extrapolate from a small sample tiselence of sexual violence throughout the
DRC. Additionally, the UN has ethical obligationsat are not generally incumbent upon
academic researchers, namely to avoid interviewumyivors or exposing them to any risk of
reprisal/re-traumatization in the absence of thiitalio deliver services or follow-up on the

case. The UN has a responsibility to survivorshis tregard that is different from a purely
academic orientation.

My Office has found that definitional ambiguity ame of a number of factors that explains the
difference between various findings. Different défons — some expansive, others narrow —
make data difficult to interpret and compare. Butges like this are important, and valuable in
shedding light on risk factors, such as age, ororegf residence, which moves the analysis
beyond isolated incident reports to convey a sehgatterns.

When | report numbers, | always include the provisat most cases of sexual violence go
under-reported, due to shame, stigma, fear of salsriand lack of help and/or legal follow-up.
Therefore, as | consistently underline, the nundfereported violations are just the tip of the
iceberg of actual incidents.



Conflict-related sexual violence is one of the majostacles to peace in the DRC. Unchecked, it
could disrupt the entire social fabric in the countSince | took office last year, |1 have
emphasised that the UN can do no less than brirgg & accountability tools to bear. Although

a lot of work remains to be done, achievementsuaelthe adoption of UN Security Council
Resolution 1960 last December, which gives usnguments needed to ensure that mass rape
IS never again met with mass impunity.
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