
1 

 

 

 

Statement by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General  on  

Sexual Violence in Conflict Margot Wallström  
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As part of an official visit to West Africa, I am currently in Côte d’Ivoire. I have come here not 
only to gather a better understanding of how sexual violence was used as a tool of political 
intimidation in the context of last year’s presidential elections, but also to raise awareness of the 
risk of this happening again in the upcoming legislative elections. 
 
During my visit, I have held discussions with the leadership of the United Nations, including 
with Mr. Albert Gerard Koenders, Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG) and 
Head of United Nations Operations in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI). I have also met with survivors of 
sexual violence, civil society representatives, and caregivers. During my stay in Abidjan, I have 
engaged with the Minister of Family, Women and Children, the Minister of the Interior, 
representatives of the Ministry of Justice, the Commander of the Gendarmerie, the Head of the 
National Police, and the Chairman of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 
  
Together with SRSG Koenders, the Force Commander of the UN peacekeepers in Côte d’Ivoire, 
and the Heads of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, UNFPA, and UNICEF 
in Côte d’Ivoire, I have visited Duékoué and Bouaké. In Duékoué, I met with survivors of sexual 
violence committed in the context of last year’s presidential elections. In both Duékoué and 
Bouaké, I met UN peacekeepers deployed in the area. 
  
I encourage the Government of Côte d’Ivoire to translate its promise to fight impunity for crimes 
of sexual violence into concrete action. In light of the upcoming legislative elections in this 
country, I call on all people in positions of influence to speak up against the use of sexual 
violence as a tool of political intimidation and to do their utmost to put in place measures to 
prevent sexual violence from being employed to this effect. 
  
Much more needs to be done to support survivors of sexual violence in Côte d’Ivoire, both in 
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terms of access to justice, services and in order to help them reintegrate into society. Additional 
resources are also required to strengthen the capacity of the judicial system in order to address 
the issue of sexual violence. 
 
I will continue to monitor the situation and to engage with the Government, the UN presence in 
Côte d’Ivoire, civil society, and the international community on this issue. 
  
--------------------------------------------------------- 
For additional information, please contact: 

Mattias Sundholm, Office of the SRSG on Sexual Violence in Conflict, 
at +1 917 628 3531 or sundholm@un.org. 

 


