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Statement by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General  on  

Sexual Violence in Conflict Margot Wallström  

RISK OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE REPEATING IN EASTERN CONGO 

(New York, 2 May 2012) 

 

I am deeply concerned about the deteriorating security situation in the eastern Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) following intense fighting between government forces, dissident 
groups and militia. The situation is again causing immense suffering for civilians who are 
experiencing displacement, human rights violations, and loss of property. 

Once again, a new wave of violence is being perpetrated by actors such as the Mai Mai leader 
Sheka Ntabo Ntaberi and Gen. Bosco Ntaganda, both of whom have been sanctioned by the 
United Nations Security Council for various violations including sexual violence crimes. 
Ntaganda has also been indicted by the International Criminal Court for war crimes. 

I am particularly worried about the volatile security situation in several villages in Walikale 
territory, North Kivu, which were besieged by armed militia, including Mai Mai Sheka. These 
villages were the scenes of horrendous crimes in July and August 2010, when at least 387 
women, men and children were the targets of sexual violence acts at the hands of the same 
group. The protection of civilians remains a challenge despite the concerted efforts of the 
Government of DRC and the United Nations to secure vulnerable populations, including through 
the deployment of a police presence in Luvungi, Walikale territory and the establishment of 
Community Alert Networks. 

I call on all parties to immediately refrain from any acts of violence and urge the Government of 
DRC to restore state authority and ensure the protection of civilians, including from sexual 
violence.  

Those responsible for human rights violations must be brought to justice. I remind all parties to 
the conflict that the world is watching, and that the fight against impunity will continue. 
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