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Statement by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General  on  

Sexual Violence in Conflict Margot Wallström  

IMPUNITY FOR CRIMES OF CONFLICT-RELATED  SEXUAL VIOLENCE MUST 
NEVER BE AN OPTION  

   
(Bogotá, 19 May 2012) 

 
 
As part of my mandate as United Nations (UN) Special Representative of the Secretary-General 
on Sexual Violence in Conflict, I have just concluded a four day visit to the Republic of 
Colombia on an official invitation from the Government. This was my first visit to Colombia. I 
came to listen, to gain a deeper understanding of how sexual violence during the long conflict in 
this country continues to affect society, and to reiterate the support of the United Nations.  
   
During my visit, I met with survivors of sexual violence, representatives of victims associations, 
the UN Country Team, and Government officials, including with the Vice President, the Vice 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, the High Adviser for Women’s Equality, and the Attorney General. 
Additionally, I met with the Ombudsman and with the Inspectors General of the Army and the 
Police. I also travelled to Villavicencio in the Department of Meta to visit a site for internally 
displaced persons, to learn about the Government’s reintegration programme, to hear testimonies 
from survivors of sexual violence, and to meet with ex-combatants of ELN, FARC, and 
paramilitary forces.  
   
I understand that the country as a whole wants to look to the future, instead of dwelling on the 
past. But there can be no lasting peace without security and peace for women. More needs to be 
done to support these survivors, both in terms of access to justice, assistance and to help them 
reintegrate into society. Additional resources are required to strengthen the capacity of the 
judicial system in order to address the issue of sexual violence.  
   
I welcome the Government of Colombia’s resolve to fight impunity for crimes of sexual violence 
perpetrated in the context of the conflict. Failure to hold to account those responsible means that 
survivors are even less likely to come forward to report these crimes. Impunity must never be an 
option. I also welcome the Vice President’s commitment to a framework for strengthened 
cooperation between the Government and the United Nations, for putting survivors and victims 
of sexual violence at the centre of our efforts to assist them, and to work together in an effort to 
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increase the sharing of information and best practices.  
   
Justice in Colombia has been delayed for so many, but it must not be denied. I will continue to 
monitor the situation and to engage with the Government, the UN Country Team, civil society in 
Colombia and the international community on this issue. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

For additional information, please contact: 

Mattias Sundholm, Office of the SRSG on Sexual Violence in Conflict, 

at +1 917 628 3531 or sundholm@un.org. 

 


