ESCAP. "Asia-Pacific High-level Intergovernmental Beijing + 15 Review: Progress, Challenges and Priorities for Action"

Drawing on ESCAP's High-level Intergovernmental Review of progress towards implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action in the Asia-Pacific region, the presentation will highlight achievements in areas such as reducing poverty and improvements in education for girls. However, significant challenges remain if gender equality is to be achieved in this diverse region. The economic crisis and climate change have added to the challenges and threaten gains which have been hard won over the past 15 years. In looking ahead, Ms Heyzer will highlight the critical role of women in leadership and decision-making.

ESCWA. "The Arab Regional Review of the Implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action +15: Achievements and Challenges"


The Arab Regional review of progress achieved in the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action revealed important achievements in the area of improving women’s health and education. Achievements include legal reform, amendment of discriminative legislation and the adoption of temporary special measures to accelerate women’s de facto equality. However, despite these gains, several gaps and challenges persist. The region still suffers from low rates of women’s economic and political participation. Furthermore, the issue of violence against women, particularly in the context of conflict-stricken countries, still needs to be holistically addressed by decision-makers in the ESCWA region. Other factors that impede gender equality in the Arab region are related to structural barriers and lack of sex-disaggregated data for evidence-based planning and policy-making.
ECE. "Regional Perspectives from the UNECE region on progress achieved and remaining gaps and challenges in the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action"

The Beijing +15 Regional Review for the European Region revealed the achievements and challenges which have emerged in the region against the backdrop of the financial and economic crisis, highlighting the importance of gender equality for sustainable development and economic growth. The common achievements in the region include substantial progress in combating violence against women and improving women’s access to employment. Progress also was made in the collection of systematic and reliable sex-disaggregated data and statistics, as accurate and reliable statistics are the backbone of good policy. The remaining challenges include persisting gender wage gaps, insufficient application of gender responsive budgeting and the continuing difficult situation of migrant women and women belonging to minority groups. The most important challenge across the region in all twelve areas of concern remains the effective implementation of already existing legislation. Progress towards gender equality requires institutional changes; however, the successful implementation of policies – and real progress towards gender equality – crucially depends on changes in attitudes and beliefs.

ECA. "Perspectives on Africa’s Implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action: Achievements and Challenges" 

The presentation will focus on progress and challenges being faced by Africa in the region’s implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action in critical areas of concern. The Africa review was undertaken at the Eighth Africa Regional Conference on Women (Beijing + 15) from 16-20 November 2008, in Banjul, The Gambia. The Africa review highlighted the gains made in the fields of education, political participation and human rights.  However, the participants expressed concern regarding the limited achievements in reducing maternal mortality; the increasingly high rates of violence against women; the slow pace of implementation of UN Security Council Resolutions 1325, 1820, 1888 and 1889; and women’s access to productive resources, which serve as critical enablers for poverty reduction. The Banjul outcome document focused on seven priority areas for implementation, to be achieved by the same date as the Millennium Development Goals, 2015. The seven priority areas will be shared during the High-level Panel.
ECLAC. "Beijing+15.  What works? Changes, challenges and strategies towards gender equality in Latin America and the Caribbean: Policies, alliances and resources"

An analysis based on information provided by governments to the questionnaire for the Beijing +15 Review shows that by 2005, against a backdrop of persistent social inequality, the region had attained gender parity in education. There were also significant achievements such as the adoption of equal legal frameworks, the creation and strengthening of mechanisms for the advancement of women, and the design and implementation of policies, plans and programmes for gender equality.  However, main challenges remain, such as the effective implementation of legislation, lack of statistical information, and weak management and monitoring capacity in many Governments to translate the laws into programmes and policies.  The fight against trafficking and smuggling of persons and against sexual exploitation for commercial purposes has emerged as a major issue, drawing support from both Governments and civil society. The emerging questions are: What have we learned? What has been effective?
