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Concept Note


Historical background to UN observance

During the 400-year duration, the transatlantic slave trade, one of the most tragic developments in human history, uprooted 25 to 30 million Africans.  It resulted in the death of millions, left physical and mental scars on the survivors and created far-reaching social, political,  economic and cultural legacies that continue to be felt today in numerous societies in Africa, the Caribbean, North and South America and Europe.

In 1994, UNESCO launched the Slave Route Project to break the silence on one of the major historical events in human history – the transatlantic slave trade – that has shaped our modern societies.  This project plays a significant role in contributing to a better understanding of the causes and consequences of slavery; in highlighting the global transformations that have resulted from this history; and promoting reflection on cultural pluralism through intercultural dialogue.

As an integral part of the UNESCO Slave Route Project, the Transatlantic Slave Trade Education Project (TST) aims at increasing awareness of the causes and consequences of the transatlantic slave trade – including modern forms of slavery and racism – through educational exchanges, sharing good practices and developing and diffusing educational material. It was launched in 1998 and is conducted through the UNESCO Associated Schools (ASPnet).

To further build on these efforts, the General Assembly adopted Resolution 62/122 in December 2007, which designated 25 March “as an annual International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade” and requested the Secretary-General to “establish a programme of educational outreach to mobilize, inter alia, educational institutions and civil society on the subject…in order to inculcate future generations with the causes, consequences and lessons of the transatlantic slave trade and to communicate the dangers of racism and prejudice.” 

The event
In accordance with this resolution, the UN Department of Public Information has organized three annual student conferences to mark this observance which have given students living in countries along the Slave Trade Route an opportunity to discuss and share what they have learned about this event and how it has shaped their societies.

As an integral part of the fourth annual observance of the International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade, the Education Outreach Cluster in the Department of Public Information is organizing a one-day conference for primary and secondary teachers, curriculum supervisors and administrators (K-12) from countries affected by the Slave Trade.  
The event will be organized as a videoconference including hundreds of teachers gathered at UN Headquarters in New York and groups of teachers gathered at distant sites in at least six countries in Africa, the Caribbean and Latin America and Western Europe.  Such an interactive forum would encourage a sharing of information and ideas and best practices among practitioners and experts who will be identified to lead the discussions.   Experts in the history of the transatlantic slave trade, in related curriculum development, and in new scholarship in this field will be featured at the conference. 

This event will shed light on current practices in the way the transatlantic slave trade is being taught and to define new approaches to teaching this history based on new scholarship in this field and new resources that are available to support the teaching about African history and the African Diaspora. In addition, it will highlight its relevance to observance of the International Year of People of African Descent.
The global teacher videoconference is the first educational outreach event for teachers being organized by the UN Department of Public Information (UNDPI). The annual student videoconference that has been organized the last three years to mark the observance of this International Day of Remembrance will once again be organized for middle and high school students in 2012 with the help of teachers who participate in this year’s conference.   Convening a global teacher videoconference at this time provides an important opportunity to share the work carried out by UNESCO with a much wider audience of educators which, in turn, has the potential to increase the number of schools that incorporate the transatlantic slave trade into their curricula.

The intention, therefore, is to expose more educators to the relevant developments in the field and tap this larger network to increase support for future UN student conferences organized for this observance.   

The problem from an educational perspective 

The transatlantic slave trade was part of an international economic system that impacted people’s lives in Africa, the Caribbean, North America, South America and Europe. The legacy lives on in all of these regions. 

In order to respond to the request of Member States to “inculcate future generations with the causes, consequences and lessons of the transatlantic slave trade and to communicate the dangers of racism and prejudice” as noted in GA Resolution A/RES/62/122 adopted on 17 December 2007, educators around the world must re-examine the curricula to improve their teaching about the history and legacy of the transatlantic slave trade to young people. 

From an educational perspective, one of the challenges in developing curriculum materials for schools involves finding the balance between emphasizing the different ways diverse groups in these regions are connected to the transatlantic slave trade while at the same getting across the commonalities that all young people must understand.  This conference hopes to contribute toward building a consensus on what new approaches to teaching about the transatlantic slave trade can serve as best practices for schools around the world.  
Recent activities to address gaps in teaching about the transatlantic slave trade

The following activities have been organized to critically review educational efforts in this area:  

· a 2010 Workshop on Teaching African History and African Diaspora History was held in Canada and sponsored in part by the UNESCO Slave Route Project; and,

· an online consultation on Teaching the Transatlantic Slave Trade” Achievements, Challenges and Perspectives” organized by the UNESCO Associated Schools Network (ASPnet).
The objectives of the event 

In order to share the body of knowledge coming out of these two activities, the UN Department of Public of Information felt that was a critical moment to organize a global teacher videoconference for this year’s observance of the International Day of Remembrance. 

The conference therefore aims to expose educators who have not kept abreast with new approaches, to: 

· new scholarship and educational resources on the transatlantic slave trade;
· new and recent developments in approaches to teaching on the transatlantic slave trade;
· the role of UNESCO in developing curriculum material for teaching on the transatlantic slave trade; 

· the purposes of General Assembly resolution 62/122;

In addition, this event seeks to obtain a commitment from educators to incorporate the teaching of African History and African Diaspora History into their curricula.  

Target audience 

This videoconference will be open to teachers, curriculum supervisors and administrators at the primary and secondary level (K-12) in countries that have been an integral part of the transatlantic slave trade. Due to the interdisciplinary nature of the content, educators from different subject areas in the humanities, where appropriate, are welcome.
Specifically, the following groups will be invited to the conference:
- Teachers, curriculum supervisors and administrators from the New York City school system and the environs, and from other parts of the United States (via videoconference);   

- Teachers, curriculum supervisors and administrators from other countries involved in the transatlantic slave trade in Africa, Europe and North America, and Latin America and the Caribbean.  The teachers will be invited through the network of UN Information Centres to gather in groups and participate as a distant site in the videoconference; 
- Teachers, curriculum supervisors and administrators from UNESCO’s Associated Schools Network (ASPnet).
The conference will be webcast live on www.un.org/webcast. Teachers who cannot participate via videoconference or attend the event in New York will be able to send comments and questions over the Internet to the conference during the event.

***
