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No nation  can ma&&n a healhy  economy when ri@icant  ~att6; of ite
population are malnourim&d or traumatized or suffering thp L- of chroe
expaue to pollutanb.  It is in the intefvat of govcrnnwnts t0 provide basic
needt~iibdtitens~are~ofpr&tectine~h~althofall.

In the past five yearu,  since the ICPD in Cairu,  timtific  mwarch  has mutt?
ckariy  rev&xl the human  he&h impacts of environmental cantamination.
We have indisputable wihnxe  of rising r&s  af cancers, tulxxcul0sis,  lung
diseclws,  and reproductive impairmenta,  as w&l as tiw rppcar*m~  of vrx?or
borne  d’BSeaBtBinaffasnotpfWioUS~rfflicted.

One critkal consequence  of maintaining traditional practices and viewpoints
is the Werioration  of human health around the world. When we understand
our culture and history, we enhance our capacity to respond creativ4y  to our
present problema.  Although  we are all fkmed  by our culture, we! arp not
enslaved by it. We must we our endowed creativily to reach bcyund the
cultural and traditional control of practices that doom humankind to repcat its
past mistakes, learn from thww mistakes  and move in new directions.

Children are key when pursuing a future of equity and social justice.
Mothers are key to the lives of their children and to the building of
healthy families and populations. The most sustainable investment we
can make in healthy populations is to take proper cart’ of c~ur  children’s
health. - Kofi Annan, UN SecretaryGencral,  1997
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