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IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE COMPASSIONATE, THE MERCIFUL

Mr. Chairman,

At the outset, let me take this opportunity to congratul ate you and the other
distinguished members of the Bureau/ on your well deserved elections_.IWe are confident,
that under your leadership/ the work of this Preparatory Committee,will embrace success.
| would aso like/to fully associate my delegation/with the statement made yesterday
moming,by the distinguished representative of Ciuyana/ on behaf of the Group of 77 and

China.
Mr. Chairman,

The International Conference on Population and quelopment/ five years ago was



amajor global eveillt addressed the critical issue of populati on/ in the context of
developmen; and produced/ an important document} for whose review and appraisal/ we
have gathered hcrg’[hereforefhe very first and the foremost objective of the review
process, inclusive of this Prep. Corn. Meeting, is to remain faithful to the letter and spirit
of the Cairo Programme of Actioil_j'ghg}:eview processis called 0g to assess,the state of
the implementation of that document) take stock of achievements at both national and
international levels so far,/identify the obstacl es,/and also to explore new initiatives and
measures, to further promote its impl ementatigrﬂlt is therefore imperative for all of us,
developed and developing, not to get derailed from a path of constructive, objective-
oriented discussion,and éot miss a propitious opportunitl\é for genuine north-south
partncrship/ which was the hallmark of the Cairo Conferen@:’éjThe few days available to
us hen; should not be alowed/to be wasted on unnecessary controversy and sterile debate,
on new concepts and ideas which are far from internationa acceptability/ and7 in any
event, can hardly be expected to contribute to the implementation of what we agreed
back in 199fj’lhe right approacr|1 to this aspect of our worl;in the meeting/ is detrimental
to our success now, and at the Special Session itsefjjTo this end, , We rely on the wisdom

and discretion of you,/Mr. Chairman/ as well as on the cooperation of everybodD



Having made this po;nt/ let me say that as underlined previoudy/ by other
col Ieagues;lhe question of population is not a numbers gam_ejRather,, itis a}t;out human
beings/and it deals with such important and sensitive concepts and issues as family),
marriage? reproductim} and sexuality, which play a central rolein the life of all societi e‘g
At the conceptua level;, because thege concepts involve long-established universa
fundamental ethical principles, and values, their treatment necgssarily requires
commensurate consideration/ and cannot be subjected to aolas;ezfélu‘;‘e) laissez sz;;/ser
mentality and approzicEAt a more practical Iev<§ howeve} popuiation policie; and
programme§ congtitute an essential element,in the overall human development strategy
of each and every society/ and whose successful planning and implementation dependsy
in the fina analysis,/on the overall progress in the economic growth and development
of each individual socieg. Within this context, poverty is to be considered as the most
formidable enemy of human development policiesin genera}, and population policiesin
parti C‘_‘}f’_‘l Needless to say,/then, that poverty eradication/would help to create the
necessary socia and economic milieu/in wlﬁcf};lccess to basic services/, including health
services and family planning) could be improved and provided on a mass sca}ﬂBut, as
we all know, enabling environment for the formulation and implementation of sound

population policies’ cannot be merely limited to the national level. {Creation and

sustenance of an overal enabling environmen} at the international level, is equally
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imperativev particularly/ in ‘these times of unfettered globalization/ and its drastic

economi(;/. socio-cultural and even political impac} on al societies? in particular,

developing countries./(

Mr. Chairman,
o't
Existing data: 3~ -fotal global domestic resource flows for populati@
‘ndrcak’

-weateghat developing countries have made substantial progress in achieving the goals

set in Cairo.This is clearly indicative of their practical commitmen; to what they
undertook in ICPD five years agg.JThat, however, cannot be said about the international

assistanci.]A whole lot more needs to be done in this respesg And in fact, an important

part of our success in the review process, is directly related to, and contingent upon
SUCCESS in resource mobilization and international cooperatiom/.yb\nother area of progress
in the developing countries/concerns the formulation of new national population policies
or programmesgor revising of the existing policies and programmes/.‘We believe thisis
the right approach/ and should be further encouraged and facilitated by the review
procefﬂFormulaIion and implementation of national population policie§is bounc} to
make a real difference on the ground.|The international community/ can indeed make a
valuable contribution in this area,by provision of necessary resources, both financial and

technical/ and through a more concerted efforts/ in the field of capacity buildin§ in the

developing countrE Rapid and continuing growth in the number of young people on
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aglobal scal§ particularly in the developing coumries/, is one of the mgjor challenges we

al face now, and more so in the future, which needs to be addressed in earnest and with
priorit\y)’.l' he review process, should undertake to adopt requisite initiative3 and measures,

i
towards creating a safe and supportive environment for ﬁdolgsgcnts,/which cdlsfor the

active involvement and participation of:all stakeholders. J

Mr. Chairman,
The internationa communlty isfully aware of the achievements of the Islamic
wh'ch broydle~ _— '“c_ Portaenal PoPolution ]fonh ‘”fhn 3. 2/1-, 1266 4,
Republic of Iran in the field of population poI|C|es over the past dec@Howevcr due | "9/
/9}1_

to time constraint, | cannot elaborate on our national policies nowj particularly as far as
the relevance and applicability of our experience is concerned.|That could Walt for some

v,  NewnthlsSy T weald like 7% Take che ’l’"{‘&"

other occasiciris‘ LAY emphas1ze the

importance of due consideration in the outcome of the review process, for the provision
of necessary services for refugees, and displaced people,within and outside their

countries)

Thank you very much.



