
 

 

 

 

 

Side-event during the  

High-Level Thematic Debate on Human Rights, and the  

High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development  

 

Human Rights in the Follow-up and Review  

of the 2030 Agenda  
 

Co-sponsored by: The Permanent Missions of Chile and Denmark, jointly with the Danish 

Institute for Human Rights, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the 

Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions. 

 
Date and time:  13th July 2016, from 11:00 AM to 1 PM, conference room 11 

Opening Remarks: 

His Excellency Mogens Lykketoft, President of the UN General Assembly  

His Excellency Søren Pind, Minister of Justice, Denmark  

Introductory remarks and moderation of the Panel: 

 Mr. Ivan Šimonović, Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights (TBC) 

 

Panelists: 

 Ms. Kate Gilmore, Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights  

 Mr. Gilbert Houngbo. Deputy Director General, of the ILO  

 Ms. Joan Carling,  Representative of the Indigenous Peoples Major Group  

 Dr. Lisa Grace S. Bersales, Co-Chair of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on SDG indicators 

  Mr. Michael Windfuhr, Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions 

 

 
Introduction: 

The 2030 Agenda is explicitly grounded in international human rights. Research by the Danish Institute for 

Human Rights shows that 92 % of the targets of the 2030 Agenda reflect provisions of international human 

rights and labour standards1. Moreover, the Agenda specifies that the Follow-Up and Review (FUR) 

processes at national, regional and global levels should be guided by the principles of accountability, 

participation and non-discrimination, which are at the core of the human rights-based approach to 

development. 

                                                           
1
 See: http://sdg.humanrights.dk    
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At the global level, the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) is expected to provide political leadership, 

guidance and recommendations on the implementation of the Agenda, including through country and 

thematic reviews. The 2016 session of the HLPF is the first since the adoption of the 2030 Agenda, and is 

therefore crucial for exploring and setting precedents for effective and efficient FUR. The theme of the 

2016 Session is “Ensuring that no one is left behind”, which reflects the fundamental human rights 

principles of equality and non-discrimination. 

In parallel, the President of the General Assembly, H.E. Mogens Lykketoft, is organising a High-Level 

Thematic Debate on Human Rights on July 12-13.  The Debate will take an overarching view of the human 

rights situation in the world today and, inter alia, highlight how action globally to realize human rights can 

contribute to progress on sustainable development. 

Purpose and focus: 

The side event aims at constituting a substantial bridge between human rights and sustainable 

development, by exploring the operational convergence between human rights realisation and sustainable 

development. The event will thus reinforce the notion that sustainable development and human rights are 

mutually dependent in ensuring dignity and prosperity in our common vision of leaving no one behind.  

More specifically, the high-level speakers at the side-event will discuss how human rights monitoring and 

follow-up and review of the SDGs, at national, regional and global levels, can be supplementary and 

mutually reinforcing. 

Framing questions: 

At the side-event, high-level representatives of the UN-system, States, rights-holders, national human 

rights institutions and the statistical offices will discuss the following key questions:   

 How do human rights underpin the SDGs, and how can the human rights principles of equality, 

participation and accountability be built into FUR processes?   

 How can States use existing human rights reporting to build cost-effective and efficient national FUR 

processes?  

 How can information and recommendations from treaty monitoring bodies and special procedures 

under the Human Rights Council, as well as ILO supervisory bodies and National Human Rights 

Institutions contribute to FUR processes and guide SDG implementation?  

 What types of data collection, statistical and analytical capacities are necessary to ensure that “no one 

is left behind”? How can human rights bodies and statistical offices complement each other and work 

together? 

 


