By UNMISET Spokesperson’s Office

Dili, 06 November 2002

SERIOUS CRIMES UNIT ISSUES TWO NEW INDICTMENTS

The Serious Crimes Unit today issued two new indictments to the Special Panel for
Serious Crimes of the Dili District Court.

One of the indictments involves crimes allegedly committed by five members of the
Mahadomi militia in Manatuto District during 1999. One of the five is the former
Bupati (district chief) of Manatuto and the founder and commander of the militia
group. The other four men were section commanders in the Mahadomi militia.

The indictment contains 13 charges of crimes against humanity. Five of the counts
concern the murder of six men in May and September 1999. The other counts include
charges of torture, imprisonment, persecution and deportation committed within
Manatuto District between May and October 1999. The five accused men are all
believed to be residing in Indonesia at the present time.

The second indictment is against two Indonesian officers who were members of the
Indonesian Battalion 745 which was stationed in Lautem District during 1999. One of
the accused was the commanding officer of Battalion 745 and the other a platoon
commander.

The indictment charges 17 counts of crimes against humanity, including 14 counts of
murder in which members of Battalion 745 are alleged to have killed 21 civilians
during September 1999. Many of the civilians were killed during the Battalion’s
withdrawal from East Timor, as they travelled overland from Lautem to Dili on 20
and 21 September 1999. Included within the charges is the murder of Sander Thoenes,
a Dutch journalist who was allegedly killed by members of Battalion 745 in Dili on 21
September 1999.

This is the first indictment to be issued by the Serious Crimes Unit which charges
Indonesian soldiers for their conduct, independent of their involvement with militia
groups in East Timor. All of the counts in the indictment concern crimes committed
directly by members of Battalion 745.

Both of the accused are believed to be residing in Indonesia at the present time.

Arrest warrants have been requested from the Dili District Court in respect of the
accused on both indictments. Once received by the General Prosecutor, these will be
forwarded to the Attorney General of Indonesia. The arrest warrants will also be
forwarded to INTERPOL. Timor-Leste became a member of INTERPOL late last
month.
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MEDIA BRIEFING NOTE

By UNMISET Spokesperson’s Office

SRSG LEAVES FOR NEW YORK TO ADDRESS UN SECURITY COUNCIL

The Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG) Kamalesh Sharma left
Dili yesterday for a 12-day trip that will take him to New York City to formally brief
the United Nations Security Council on UNMISET’s progress during its first six
months of operation. He returns to Timor-Leste on 19 November.

Before arriving in New York on 12 November, Mr. Sharma will visit London and
Lisbon. While in London, he is scheduled to meet with high government officials
including Philippa Drew, Deputy Under Secretary for Global Issues and Sir Michael
Jay, the Permanent Under Secretary of State.

In Lisbon, the SRSG is expected to meet with Portugal’s President Jorge Sampaio and
other government officials.

While in New York, in addition to addressing the UN Security Council, Mr. Sharma
will attend a reception hosted by New Zealand’s Permanent UN Representative to
mark the mid-November withdrawal from Timor-Leste of the New Zealand Battalion
and its Aviation Detachment.
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