UNITED
NATIONS S

Security Council _
Distr.
GENERAL

S/ 1998/ 223
12 March 1998

ORI G NAL: ENG.I SH
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REPRESENTATI VE OF THE UNI TED KI NGDOM CF GREAT BRI TAIN

AND NORTHERN | RELAND TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED
TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have the honour to draw to your attention the text of a statement on
Kosovo agreed by the menbers of the Contact Group at their meeting in London on
9 March 1998.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of the present letter and
its annex circulated as a docunent of the Security Council.

(Signed) S. J. GOMERSALL
Deputy Permanent Representative
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Annex

St at enent on Kosovo adopted by the nenbers of the Contact G oup,
neeting in London on 9 March 1998

1. W, the Foreign Mnisters of the Contact Group countries, together with
representatives of the European Conmi ssion and the Ofice of the High
Representative, net in London on 9 March 1998 to discuss the increasingly tense
situation in Kosovo, Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, and the unacceptabl e use of
force over recent days. The Bal kans regi on has seen too nmuch bl oodshed in
recent years or the international community to stand aside

2. W recalled that when we net in New York on 24 Septenber 1997, we voiced
deep concern over devel opnments in Kosovo and called upon the authorities in

Bel grade and the | eadership of the Kosovar Al banian comunity to joinin a
peaceful dialogue. W are dismayed that in the period since Septenber, rather
than taking steps to reduce tensions or to enter w thout preconditions into

di al ogue towards a political solution, the Bel grade authorities have applied
repressive neasures in Kosovo. W note with particular concern the recent
violence in Kosovo, resulting in at least 80 fatalities, and condem the use of
excessive force by Serbian police against civilians, and agai nst peacefu
denmonstrators in Pristina on 2 March

3. Qur condemnmation of the actions of the Serbian police should not in any way
be m staken for an endorsement of terrorism Qur position on this is clear. W
whol Iy condemn terrorist actions by the Kosovo Liberation Arny or any other
group or individual. Those in the Kosovar Al banian comunity who speak for the
different political constituencies should nmake it clear that they, too, abhor
terrorism W insist |ikew se that those outside the Federal Republic of

Yugosl avia who are supplying finance, arns or training for terrorist activity in
Kosovo shoul d i medi ately cease doing so

4, W condem the |large-scale police actions of the last 10 days that further
inflamed an already volatile situation. The violent repression of non-violent
expression of political views is conpletely indefensible. W call upon the
authorities in Belgrade to invite independent forensic experts to investigate
the very serious allegations of extrajudicial killings. |f these accusations
are borne out, we expect the authorities of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
to prosecute and puni sh those responsi bl e.

5. Qur commitnent to human rights val ues neans that we cannot ignore such
di sproportionate nmethods of control. Government authorities have a specia
responsibility to protect the human and civil rights of all citizens and to
ensure that public security forces act judiciously and with restraint.

6. In the light of the deplorable violence in Kosovo, we feel conpelled to
take steps to denonstrate to the authorities in Bel grade that they cannot defy
international standards without facing severe consequences. The Contact G oup
has decided to take a broad range of actions to address the current situation on
an urgent basis. The Contact G oup wel comes the continuation of consultations
in the United Nations Security Council, in view of the inplications of the
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situation in Kosovo for regional security. Against that background, the Contact

G oup:

Requests a mission to Kosovo by the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner
for Human Ri ghts;

Uges the Ofice of the Prosecutor of the International Tribunal for
the former Yugoslavia to begin gathering information related to the
violence in Kosovo that may fall within its jurisdiction. The
authorities of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia have an obligation
to cooperate with the International Tribunal. Contact Goup countries
will make available to the Tribunal substantiated rel evant information
in their possession;

Supports the proposal for a new mission by Felipe Gonzalez as the
Personal Representative of the Chairman-in-Ofice of the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) for the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia that would include a new and specific nmandate for
addressing the problens in Kosovo;

Supports the return of the OSCE | ong-term mi ssions to Kosovo, the
Sandj ak and Voj vodi na;

Recomrends that the Special Session of the OSCE Permanent Counci
neeting on 11 March arrange for enbassies in Belgrade of OSCE
participating States to intensify their visits to Kosovo so as to
provide for a continuous presence;

WII continue vigorously to support the efforts of Sant'Egidio to
secure inplenentation of the Education Agreenent and to identify
resources to assist a fair and acceptabl e arrangenent;

Proposes the establishment of an international consortiumincluding
non- gover nment al organi zati ons that would pronote the building of a
civil society in Kosovo and the distribution of humanitarian
assi st ance;

Recogni zi ng that nei ghbouring countries of the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avia have legitimate security concerns stemm ng from viol ence
and unrest in Kosovo, will arrange an urgent neeting of the Contact
Goup with representatives of Governnments in the region to discuss the
grave consequences of an inter-ethnic conflict and its possible
spillover to other parts of the region. W expect themto do all in
their power to prevent support for terrorism The meeting will in
particul ar address:

- The possi bl e despatch of a short-term OSCE nonitoring group to
enhance the ability of the A bania mission's Shkodra field office
to nonitor the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Kosovo) border

- The possi bl e strengthening of the present OSCE mission in Skopje;
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Recomrends that consideration be given to adapting the current mandate
of the United Nations Preventive Depl oynent Force (UNPREDEP), and
woul d support the nmai ntenance of an international nmilitary presence on
the ground in the forner Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia when the
current mandate of UNPREDEP expires;
WIIl rnonitor the situation in Kosovo by frequent joint visits to
Pristina by Contact Group and other representatives.

7. At the sane tine, it is not enough for the killing to stop; too nuch damage

has al ready been done to human life and to the credibility of the Federa
Republic of Yugoslavia. Because of the gravity of the situation, we endorse the
foll owi ng neasures, to be pursued i medi ately:

(a) Consideration by the Security Council of a conprehensive arms enbargo
agai nst the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, including Kosovo;

(b) Refusal to supply equipment to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
whi ch m ght be used for internal repression, or for terrorism

(c) Denial of visas for senior Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Serbian
representatives responsible for repressive action by security forces of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in Kosovo;

(d) A noratoriumon governnent-financed export credit support for trade
and i nvestnent, including governnment financing for privatizations, in Serbia.

The Contact G oup notes that the Russian Federation cannot support neasures
(c) and (d) above for immediate inposition. But if there is no progress towards
the steps called for by the Contact G oup, the Russian Federation will then be
willing to discuss all the above neasures.

We call upon President Mlosevic to take rapid and effective steps to stop
the violence and engage in a commtnment to find a political solution to the
i ssue of Kosovo through dialogue. Specifically, he should within 10 days:

- Wthdraw t he special police units and cease action by the security
forces affecting the civilian popul ation

- Al ow access to Kosovo for the International Committee of the Red
Cross and other hunanitarian organi zations as well as by
representatives of the Contact Group and ot her enbassies;

- Commit hinself publicly to begin a process of dial ogue, along the
lines of paragraph 10, with the | eadership of the Kosovar Al bani an
communi ty;

- Cooperate in a constructive manner with the Contact Group in the
i npl ement ation of the actions specified in paragraph 6 above which
require action by the Governnment of the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avi a.
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If President M| osevic takes these steps, we will imedi ately reconsider
t he neasures we have now adopted. |If he fails to take these steps, and

repression continues in Kosovo, the Contact Group will nmove to further
international neasures, and specifically to pursue a freeze on the funds held
abroad by the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Serbi an Governnents.

The Contact G oup has decided to neet again on 25 March 1998 to assess the
response of the Governnent of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

8. Bel grade's own actions have seriously set back the process of nornalization
of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia's relations with the internationa
community. Unless the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia takes steps to resolve the
serious political and human rights issues in Kosovo, there is no prospect of any
improvenent in its international standing. On the other hand, concrete progress
to resolve the serious political and human rights issues in Kosovo will inprove
the international position of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and prospects
for normalization of its international relationships and full rehabilitation in
international institutions.

9. No one shoul d nmi sunderstand our position on the core issue involved. W
support neither independence nor the nmaintenance of the status quo. As we have
set out clearly, the principles for a solution of the Kosovo probl em shoul d be
based upon the territorial integrity of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, and
be in accordance with OSCE standards, the Helsinki principles and the Charter of
the United Nations. Such a solution also nmust take into account the rights of

t he Kosovo Al banians and all those who live in Kosovo. W support an enhanced
status for Kosovo within the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia which a
substantially greater degree of autonony would bring and recognize that this
nmust i nclude meani ngful self-admnistration

10. The way to defeat terrorismin Kosovo is for Belgrade to of fer the Kosovar
Al bani an conmunity a genuine political process. The authorities in Belgrade and
the | eadership of the Kosovar Al banian conmmunity nust assune their
responsibility to enter without preconditions into a neaningful dial ogue on
political status issues. The Contact Group stands ready to facilitate such a

di al ogue.



