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UN Secretariat and Assembly must approve new rules for UN

peacekeepers — report

ra

Zeid Ra'ad Zeid
Al-Hussein

24 March - A new report requested by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan on sexual exploitation
occurring in peacekeeping missions recommends the UN standardize rules so that all personnel are held
equally accountable and that laws in troop-contributor countries and individual responsibility for victims,
including "peacekeeper babies," be strengthened.

The report was prepared by Prince Zeid Ralad Zeid Al- Hussein, the Permanent Representative of Jordan and

himself aformer civilian peacekeeper, after extensive consultations with officials from the UN Secretariat and
from troop-and police-contributing countries, as well as avisit last year to the Democratic Republic of the

Congo (DRC), where many of the allegations have surfaced.

"Resolving the problem of sexual exploitation and abuse by United Nations peacekeeping personnel is a shared
responsibility and can only succeed with firm commitment and action by both the Secretariat and Member States. We are
committed to implement the necessary reforms as quickly as possible," Mr. Annan said in a statement after he forwarded the

report to the General Assembly.

"I dso call upon Member States to act with determination and due haste and to provide the necessary resources to the
Secretariat and the United Nations agencies, funds and programmes to put in place the important changes required.”

The UN's top peacekeeping official, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, said he concurred fully with the report's findings. "What [Prince
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Zeid] says provides the basis for a sound strategy to address the issues. Now we want to push it forward," he told reporters.

The report says, "United Nations peacekeeping has a distinguished history of helping many States and peoples to emerge
from conflict with the hope of a better future." It adds, however, that peacekeeping personnel have all too often "read
normalcy into situation that is far from normal.”

"And it isthisinability on the part of many peacekeepers to discern the extent to which the society is traumatized and
vulnerable that is at the root of many of the problems addressed in the present report."

It points out many gaps in liability, especially since the present peacekeeping regime recognizes different categories of
personnel, governed by different sets of rules.

Because "troop-contributing countries are responsible for the conduct and discipline of their troops,” it says, the General
Assembly should apply the rules in Mr. Annan's bulletin on measures for protection from sexual abuse to all categories,

including civilian police, military observers, members of national contingents, UN Volunteers (UNV), consultants and
contractors.

On military personnel, the model status-of forces agreement has assumed that the Secretary-General will obtain formal

assurances from a troop contributor that it will exercise criminal jurisdiction over its troops in return for the immunity given
by the host State, the report says.

However, "such formal assurances are no longer obtained,” it points out, calling for such clauses to be inserted once again
into the model memorandum of understanding "to ensure that troop-contributing countries have alega obligation to
consider for prosecution acts of sexual exploitation and abuse committed by military members of peacekeeping missions
that constitute crimes under the laws of the troop-contributing country or the host State.”

Troop contributors must report how they followed up with the investigated cases the UN refers to them but since"a decision

whether or not to prosecute is an act of sovereignty,” the Assembly is asked to decide that contributors must agree on these
procedures before their troops and other personne are accepted for amission, it says.

The General Assembly must aso authorize a professiona investigative body with "experts who have had experience in sex
crime investigations, particularly those involving children,” it says.

A military prosecutor from the relevant troop contributor should be part of this professional investigating mechanism and a
troop contributor handling accusations should hold on-site courts martial, since that would facilitate access to witnesses and
evidence in the mission area, the report suggests.

"Troop-contributing countries whose legidation does not permit on-site courts-martial should consider reforming their
legidation," it says.

Since "soldiers are only as good as their commanders,” commanders who imposed discipline or cooperated with
investigations should be rewarded with a special commendation, or a medal.

Missions should have extensive programmes of outreach to the local population and the number of female peacekeepers
should be increased, it says.

Abandoned mothers of peacekeeper babies are in a desperate financia situation, the report says. Upon identification through
blood or DNA tests, fathers who are not UN staff members could make payments to a proposed UN Trust Fund for Victims,
which would also take care of children whose fathers were known to be peacekeepers, but who could not be identified.

A UN staff member who is a father of a peacekeeper baby, in addition to facing other punishments set out under UN
regulations, could pay the mother "say, the equivalent of one year's salary of aloca employee of the mission," the report

says.
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10,000-strong UN peacekeeping mission authorized for
southern Sudan

24 March - The United Nations Security Council voted unanimously today to send 10,000 troops and more than 700
civilian police to southern Sudan for an initia period of six months to support the peace agreement between the Government
of Sudan and the Sudan Peopl€'s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A), which ended more than two decades of civil strife.

The peacekeepers would form the UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS), which, as part of a considerable mandate, would liaise

and coordinate with the African Mission in Sudan (AMIS) "with a view towards expeditiously reinforcing the effort to foster
peace in Darfur," said the United States-sponsored resol ution.

Other parts of the mandate include monitoring and verifying the ceasefire agreement, helping to set up a disarmament,
demobilization and reintegration programme for ex-combatants, and promoting national reconciliation and human rights.

It requested Secretary-Genera Kofi Annan to report to the Council within 30 days on ways in which UNMIS could
reinforce the peace effort in the western region of Darfur through appropriate assistance to AMIS, including logistical
support and technical assistance.

"Let us be clear: the people of Sudan, the donor community and the United Nations face extraordinary challengesin
implementing the peace agreement. These must be addressed quickly and with determination. Serious political hurdles still
confront the peace process and we must have the full cooperation of the parties to overcome them,” Mr. Annan said in a
message read to the Council by UN peacekeeping chief Jean-Marie Guéhenno.

He noted that the UN would face unprecedented logistical obstacles in setting up the operation "in a country famous for its
extreme climate and prohibitive terrain” and that an appeal for $560 million for relief and recovery operations in southern
Sudan had brought in only 10 per cent of that amount.

The resolution stressed that no military action could solve the problems in Darfur and it called on the Sudanese Government
and the rebel groups, especially the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) and the Sudanese Liberation Army/Movement
(SLA/M) to resume peace talks rapidly and without preconditions in Abuja, Nigeria.

It also called on the UN Joint Assessment Mission, the World Bank and unilateral and multilateral donors to provide an

assistance package for the reconstruction and economic development of Sudan, including official development assistance
and trade access, and it welcomed a Norwegian initiative to convene an international donors' conference for the country.

The resolution noted that all the UN regulations for strict and appropriate peacekeeper conduct had to be observed.

World support for Israeli-Palestinian peace more vital than
ever, Security Council told

24 March - Internationa support for the Isragli-Palestinian peace process is more vital than ever since,
despite renewed hopes for progress, there is a sense that setbacks are inevitable, including Israel’ s failure [ i+
to freeze settlement expansion, the top United Nations political officer told the Security Council today. =

“I would like to stress here the UN’s concern over Isragl’ s failure thus far to dismantle settlement : —
outposts and freeze settlement expansion,” Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prande ot briefs
Prendergast said in hislatest monthly briefing, citing reports of a Government decision to build at least  security Council
3,500 new housing units this year in Maaleh Adumim, near Jerusalem.

“The Road Map states clearly that Israel should dismantle outposts and freeze settlement activity, and the Quartet position is
that neither party should undertake actions that threaten to prejudge final status talks,” he added of the peace plan sponsored
by the Middle East diplomatic Quartet — the UN, European Union, Russia and the United States. The plan calls for parallel
and reciprocal steps by both sides leading to two States living in peace, originaly by the end of 2005.
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“We believe that a halt to such action is needed now, to preserve hope for a viable future for the Palestinian people,” Mr.
Prendergast declared.

He said Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who visited the region last week, strongly believes that active support and
encouragement from the Quartet and the international community are more essential than ever.

He noted that in talks Mr. Annan had with the leaders of both sides, the Israelis emphasized their overriding concern that the
Palestinian Authority bring to justice those who perpetrate terrorist acts, while the Palestinians stressed the need for Isragl to
ease the closures that cause suffering in the occupied territory.

“The respective presentations by the parties impressed on the Secretary-General the immediate and pressing need to rebuild
trust and restore confidence. He urged the parties to engage in direct dialogue and negotiations. Peace processes, he warned,
cannot afford stagnation,” Mr. Prendergast added.

He said Mr. Annan had stressed that |sragl’ s proposed withdrawal from Gaza was not an end in itself but an important step

in a broader process and should be consistent with the Road Map, noting that Palestinian leaders fear it might become “ Gaza
First and Gaza Last.”

He called on Israel to abide by its legal obligations and find alternative ways to address its legitimate security concerns other
than the barrier it is building on occupied land in the West Bank, which was declared illegal in an advisory opinion by the
International Court of Justice (ICJ) that called for it to be torn down.

“There are many obstacles and challenges. But the deadlock has been broken,” he said in summing up the changes since last
month’s summit between Isragli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas with the
Palestinians vowing to stop acts of violence and Isragl pledging to cease military activities.

“1t goes without saying that continuation of the current process remains primarily the responsibility of the parties. But we,
the international community, should stand ready to assist them along the stony path from violence and terror, bloodshed and
suffering tow ards a better life of peace and security.”

Security Council extends UN mission in Afghanistan for another
year

24 Mar ch - Stressing the urgent need to tackle ongoing challenges in Afghanistan including the fight
against narcotics, terrorist threats and timely preparation for elections, the Security Council today

unanimously extended the mandate of the United Nations mission in the country for another 12 months g
through 24 March 2006.

In Resolution 1589, the 15-member body called on the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan Security Council
(UNAMA) to continue to help facilitate parliamentary, provincial and district elections, scheduled for

18 September, with the broadest possible participation, and urged the donor community to promptly make available the
necessary funding.

Stressing the importance of security for credible elections, it called upon Member States to contribute personnel, equipment
and other resources to support the expansion of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) and the establishment of
provincial reconstruction teams to coordinate closely with UNAMA and the Afghan Government.

Welcoming the Government’ s efforts so far to implement its national drug control strategy, the resolution supported the
fight against illicit trafficking of drugs and precursors within Afghanistan and in neighbouring States, including increased
cooperation among them to strengthen anti-narcotic controls to curb the flow.

The Council action followed receipt on Monday of Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s latest report in which he stressed that
Afghanistan will need sustained international help way beyond September’ s elections, which mark forma completion of the
Bonn accord that set up the country’ s transitiona phase after the ouster of the Taliban regime in 2001.
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Mr. Annan noted that a number of post-conflict peace-building tasks had yet to be fulfilled, including the restoration of
countrywide security, full resettlement of refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs), the rehabilitation of key
economic and social infrastructure and the establishment of functional state institutions across the country.

Eight candidates named to become UN High Commissioner for
Refugees

%, 24 March - Eight nominees have been short-listed to become the United Nations High Commissioner for
‘ N Refugees (UNHCR), replacing Ruud Lubbers, who resigned a month ago as chief of the refugee agency amid
ks amediafurore over alegations against him of sexual harassment, which he denied.
At the beginning of the latest search, Secretary-Genera Kofi Annan said he wanted someone with a thorough
knowledge of refugee issues and of unimpeachable persona and professional integrity. The person would
also have to have proven skills in managing a complex organization, be able to mobilize resources and be an unflinching
champion of the refugee cause.

Today Mr. Annan's spokesman, Fred Eckhard, issued alist of people chosen to be interviewed by a pand of senior
management officials in the next few weeks. The panel will refer the finalists to Mr. Annan and his Deputy, Louise
Fréchette, for final interviews. Mr. Annan will then forward the name of his nominee to the UN General Assembly.

The eight include Emma Bonino of Italy, Member of the European Parliament, Committee on Foreign Affairs, Committee
on Budget, Sub-Committee on Human Rights; Hans Dahlgren of Sweden, State Secretary for Foreign Affairs;, Gareth Evans
of Australia, President and Chief Executive of the Brussels-based International Crisis Group; and former Prime Minister
Antoénio Guterres of Portugal.

Also listed are Sgren Jessen-Petersen of Denmark, the Secretary-General's Special Representative for Kosovo and head of
the United Nations Interim Administration Mission there (UNMIK); Bernard Kouchner of France, Former Minister of
Health and Mr. Annan's former Specia Representative for Kosovo; Kamel Morjane of Tunisia, currently the Assistant High
Commissioner for Refugees; and Mark Verwilghen of Belgium, Minister of Economy, Energy, Foregn Trade and Scientific
Poalitics.

Annan appeals for maximum restraint in Cote d'lvoire as

political tensions increase
Mali T Eurkina | 24 March - With progress in the Cote d'lvoire peace process being limited and deadlines for the
implementation of provisions falling behind schedule, the security situation is precarious and mobilization
2 of militia-type groups is increasing across the West African country, United Nations Secretary-Genera
= Kofi Annan says in a new report to the Security Council.

iheria  Guinea

L

Dhidjan
“’"""m"'““ "| call upon the Ivorian parties and in particular those controlling the militia groups to exercise maximum
restraint and to refrain from resorting to violence, as a means of advancing their political aims," he says.

"The armed militias must be reined in and their leaders, as well as those behind them, must be held accountable, including
for their attacks against the civilian population and peacekeepers. There is avery real danger that events may spin out of
control with incalculable consequences for the people of Cote d'lvoire and the sub-region as awhole."

Despite the laudable efforts of President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa and the African Union (AU), the country remained
effectively divided, he says.

"The serious decline of the lIvorian economy continues, which increases political tensions and worsens the socia conditions
in the country. Human rights abuses continue both in the south and in the north, with little or no effort being made to curtail
the widespread culture of impunity,” Mr. Annan says.
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The south is ruled by the Government, while the north is controlled by the rebel Forces Nouvelles, with UN and French
Licorne peacekeepers stationed between.

Mr. Annan appeals to President Laurent Gbaghbo, the opposition Forces Nouvelles and all political leaders to carry out the
AU plan of action without delay.

Guinea-Bissau parties agree to delay elections for voter re-
registration, UN says

24 March - The United Nations offices in Guinea- Bissau are focusing on efforts to lower tensions between political parties
and creating a good political climate for a peaceful, fair and transparent poll, which has been delayed by a month, Secretary-
Genera Kofi Annan saysin a report to the Security Council.

With 20 political parties having challenged the 2004 voter register, the Guinea- Bissau National Election Commission and

the parties will revise the list, delaying the presidential elections until a yet to be determined time in June, a date which will
mark the end of the political transition in the post-conflict country, it says.

Since the Council has revised the mandate of the UN Peacebuilding Support Office in Guinea- Bissau (UNOGBIS), Mr.
Annan recommends that the office develop "stable civil-military relations through a profound reform of the armed forces as
an ingtitution subordinate to demacratic civilian authority."

The dignified reintegration of demobilized former combatants deserves particular attention, along with reform of the justice
system and the revitaization of the economy to sustain any progress from security reform, it says.

The country has improved noticeably since his last report in December, Mr. Annan says, but is still confronted with
tremendous challenges. "The State is still floundering and unable to effectively address the basic needs of the populace,”
while the old sources of conflict persist.

After "total' cooperation with Oil-for-Food probe, Annan expects
full vindication, aide says

23 March - Reaffirming that Secretary-General Kofi Annan had offered complete cooperation with the
independent committee probing the United Nations Oil-for-Food programme for Irag, a senior UN officid
stressed today that Mr. Annan expected to be fully exonerated by the upcoming report of the panel.

Mark Malloch ~ “There is total and utter cooperation by the Secretary-General with the Volcker panel,” Mark Malloch Brown,
Brown the Secretary-General's Chief of Staff, told a news conference today, referring to the Independent Inquiry
Committee (11C) headed by former United States Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker.

“[The Secretary-General] has met with them, as you know, on several occasions, he has responded fully to any questions
they had, he has made sure that the staff of his office, like the staff of the whole UN, have been equally forthcoming.

“We believe on Tuesday the Secretary-General will be exonerated of any wrongdoing,” Mr. Malloch Brown said in
reference to the next Volcker report expected to be released on 29 March. “That is the Secretary-General's solemn
confidence and faith.”

Mr. Malloch Brown's remarks came in response to questions raised in the wake of press reports concerning past employment
of his son, Kojo, with a Swiss company awarded an Oil-for-Food contract, and the Secretary-General's meetings with
officials from the firm, Cotecna.

Mr. Malloch Brown stressed that the Secretary-Genera “has consistently maintained that he himself is not guilty of any
wrongdoing, and that Kojo -— he believes the undertakings that his son has given him, that Kojo's work for Cotecna had
nothing to do with its contract.” He noted, however, that “Kojo has confirmed himself, as you know, that he misled his
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father” about the extent of his relationship with the company.

Asfor Mr. Annan's meetings with Cotecna officials reported by The Financial Times and the Italian || Sole 24 Ore, Mr.
Malloch Brown emphasized that none of those three encounters, including an “afternoon tea” during a World Economic
Forum in Davos, Switzerland, had anything to do with Cotecna's bidding for an Oil-for-Food contract and that all of those
meetings had been fully disclosed to the Volcker panel.

At today's press conference, Mr. Malloch Brown also clarified the circumstances surrounding an earlier decision taken on
the advice of the UN legal office to cover some of the legal fees incurred by Benon Sevan, the former head of the Oil-for-
Food programme, in connection with his appearance before the VVolcker panel. Mr. Sevan, who had retired from the UN but
was kept on a salary of $1 ayear to make him available to the I1C, had repeatedly raised the issue of compensation with the
Secretary-Genera and former Chief of Staff Igbd Riza.

According to Mr. Malloch Brown, the reason the UN had initially decided — on a strictly exceptiona basis — to agree to Mr.
Sevan's request was because “ he was at the centre of this web that the panel was seeking to unravel; that his role came about
because of his officia responsibilities as Head of the Qil-for-Food programme, and that, therefore, any transgressions that
had occurred, were related to his official duties.

“We just felt that the range of questions he was being expected to answer and the range of subjects he needed to respond to
was just too great for him to be able to organize himself and to present himself on those issues properly before the panel
without legal advice,” Mr. Malloch Brown said.

That arrangement, however, was terminated after the I1C released on 3 February its preliminary report, which found Mr.
Sevan had repeatedly solicited allocations of oil under the programme and by so doing “created a grave and continuing
conflict of interest.”

According to aletter made public at UN Headquarters on Wednesday, Mr. Malloch Brown informed Mr. Sevan that in the
light of the IIC's adverse findings, “we are no longer prepared to reimburse the cost of your representation before the I1C or
any other lega costs incurred by you after 3 February 2005.”

Responding to questions from reporters about the grounds for agreeing to a compensation arrangement in the first place, Mr.
Malloch Brown reiterated that the decision had been made on the advice of the Office of Legal Affairs. He also drew
parallels with the situation in the corporate world, where these kinds of legal support are initially available because of the
activities undertaken by individuals in the course of their official duties. But, he noted, “as soon as there is proof of
wrongdoing by the senior manager, any legal support of the company is withdrawn.”

UN refugee agency ends emergency tsunami relief operations in
Indonesia

24 March - The United Nations refugee agency is phasing out its emergency tsunami operations in
Indonesia's Aceh province as the Government moves from relief to reconstruction, and expects to end
by tomorrow what was an unprec edented programme for a body mandated normally to protect only
those fleeing violence or persecution.

UNHCR staff with tsunami
victims in Banda Aceh

But such was the enormity of the December disaster, which killed more than 200,000 people and left
up to 5 million more without basic services in a dozen Indian Ocean countries, that the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was asked to join the UN emergency response in Aceh, the
region most ravaged by the tsunami.

"UNHCR understands the Government's desire to review and rationalize the huge humanitarian effort in Aceh as it now
prepares for the next important stage - long-term reconstruction,” the agency said in a statement released today in Jakarta,
the Indonesian capital. "UNHCR remains ready to provide support in that stage if requested to do so by the Government.”

Shortly after the tsunami struck, the agency quickly mounted a programme to help provide shelter and other assistance to
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some 100,000 people along Aceh's devastated west coast, deploying mobile teams to temporary field locations in Medan,
Banda Aceh, Meulaboh, Calang and Lamno.

Swiss helicopters and sea transport provided by the Indonesian Army were used to transport lightweight tents, plastic
sheeting, jerry cans, kitchen sets, blankets and locally produced plastic sleeping mats. UNHCR also developed a strategy to
support early return and the provision of permanent housing units to the affected population in some of the smaller coastal
communities.

Other UN agencies are still on the ground in the province, including the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the World Food
Programme (WFP).

At the request of the UN Country Team, UNHCR in January presented a six-month $60-million operational plan for Aceh,
focusing primarily on shelter needs. About $33 million of the amount raised remains available, while $7 million has already
been spent. If UNHCR is not requested to take part in the reconstruction phase, it will be consulting with its donors on the
use of the unspent funds. Options could include reimbursement to donors or transfer to other agreed agencies.

"UNHCR is proud to have been a part of the UN response and to have been able to work aongside the people of Nanggroe
Aceh Darussalam. It is also grateful to have had the opportunity to contribute so effectively to the Indonesian Government's
overall response,” the agency said.

Africa shows alarming rise in tuberculosis, UN reports on World
TB Day

y 24 March - With 5,000 people dying from tuberculosis every day and Africa posing the “glaring
exception” to aglobal trend of falling or stabilized rates, the United Nations today observed World

)

g TB Day with an optimistic report on the battle against the disease in the world’s other regions and

' calls for even greater efforts.

of

4 \
. A
TB patients take treatment as «

part of DOTS srategy Clearly, we must work harder if we are to achieve, by 2015, the Millennium Devel opment Goal

(MDG) of halting and beginning to reverse the spread of TB as one of the world's mgjor diseases,”
Secretary-Genera Kofi Annan said in a message in which he called the scourge “both preventable
and curable.”

In most areas of the world, the battle is being successfully fought, but in Africa the disease has reached aarming proportions
with a growing number of TB cases and deaths linked to HIV, the UN World Health Organization (WHO) said in its new
report released today —“ The Global Tuberculosis Control study for 2005.”

Global TB prevalence has declined by more than 20 per cent since 1990 and rates are now falling or stable in five of the
world’s six regions of the world, but “the glaring exception is Africa,” where incidence has tripled since 1990 in countries

with high HIV prevalence and are till rising across the continent at a rate of 3 per cent to 4 per cent annually, according to
the report.

“Evidence in this report provides real optimism that TB is beatable, but it is also a clear warning,” WHO Director-General
Dr Lee Jong-wook said. “As (former South African President) Nelson Mandela has said, we can't fight AIDS unless we do
much more to fight TB, and it is time to match his words with urgent action in Africa on the two epidemics together.”

Even Uganda, an African HIV reduction success story, is today curing fewer TB patients than it did four years ago. More
than half of al people with TB in Uganda remain without access to life-saving DOTS services due to strained general health
facilities.

DOTS, the internationally recommended strategy to control TB, combines five elements: political commitment, microscopy
services, drug supplies, surveillance and monitoring systems, and the use of highly efficacious treatment regimes with direct
observation of treatment.
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There has been mgjor progress in China and India, which account for one third of the global TB burden and have rapidly
scaled up DOTS. As aresult, cases thus treated worldwide rose 8 per cent in 2003 compared to the previous year. Other
countries such as Indonesia and the Philippines are showing similar progress.

Assuming strong commitment and resources are sustained, four regions — the Americas, Eastern Mediterranean, Southeast
Asia and Western Pacific — are on track to reach the Millennium Development Goal. The two exceptions are Africa, due to

the TB/HIV co-epidemic, and Europe, where there are high levels of multi-drug-resistant TB and dlow advancesin DOTS in
countries of the former Soviet Union.

Since 1995, over 17 million people with TB have benefited from effective treatment under DOTS, but more could be
achieved within countries, and in research into new diagnostics, drugs and vaccines, if the annual $1 billion funding gap for
TB control was filled.

“To achieve worldwide impact, more is needed,” Mr. Annan said in his message. “And we must provide greater support for
the increasingly wide range of caregivers who help find peopleill with TB and assist them with treatment. These providers

include not just public health doctors and nurses, but also community leaders, former patients, women’s groups, and many
others.”

WHO regional offices marked the Day with specia activities, supporting symposiums, fundraising events and the
distribution of educationa posters. UN representatives on the front line joined in the effort. In Afghanistan, for instance,
spokesperson Ariane Quentier drew attention to the severe problem TB poses, with 18,402 Afghans diagnosed with TB last
year, 67 per cent of them women.

UN legal expert calls on Ecuador’s Congress to ‘rectify’ removal
of judges

24 March - A top United Nations legal expert who visited Ecuador to study the “serious crisis’ that “could irreversibly
affect the independence of the judiciary,” has called for urgent stepsto fully re-establish the rule of law in the South
American country and “rectify” congressional measures replacing Supreme Court judges.

The Specia Rapporteur of the UN Commission on Human Rights on the independence of judges and lawyers, Leandro
Despouy, visited Ecuador last week, citing urgent concerns over the replacement of 27 of the 31 Supreme Court judges with
magistrates of Congress's own choosing and the resignation of the court’s president.

During a news conference in the capital Quito, the Special Rapporteur identified a number of serious irregularitiesin the

measures adopted by the National Congress concerning both the removal of the previous magistrates of the Supreme Court
of Justice, the Constitutional Tribunal and the Supreme Electoral Tribunal, and the designation of the new ones.

“It is the duty of the National Congress, as the organ that adopted the key measures of removal and designation which
provoked the current crisis, to take measures to rectify the situation,” he said.

The formulafor the establishment of the Supreme Court of Justice should include the independence of the judges, a
procedure to fill vacant posts through election by the rest of the judges of the Court, a system of designation of judges
guaranteeing their capability and probity, and including a transparent process for the participation of citizens.

Mr. Despouy thanked the Government and all the authorities and sectors of the civil society that cooperated very openly in
making the visit possible and for having provided vauable information.

During his weeklong visit, which ended 18 March, he met with President Lucio Gutierrez, Congressional |eaders, judges
from courts at various levels, as well as with judicial associations, jurists and non-governmental organizations (NGOs).
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Phone home but pay the bill, UN mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea
tells peacekeepers

24 March - The United Nations peacekeeping mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea has so far been able to recover only $14,000
out of $364,000 in fraudulent telephone calls by contingent troops and civilian personnel, despite efforts to recover the
money from the various countries' Permanent Missions at UN Headquartersin New Y ork.

The UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) said in a press release today the abuse was mainly due to the use of

stolen PIN codes officially issued to senior personnel allowing them to phone home, with the charges deducted from wages
at the end of each month.

“The recovery of the full amount is an ongoing process, in which UNMEE's Communications, Finance and Administration
sections are working in close collaboration with UN Headquarters,” the Mission said.

Established in 2000 after a cessation of hostilities accord ended a bitter two-year border war between the two Horn of Africa
countries, UNMEE currently consists of 3,335 military personnel and 212 civilians from 40 countries.

UN agency, ending Angolan refugee repatriation soon, focuses
on re-settlement

<5 =& 24 March - Angolan refugees in Namibia are set to begin boarding planes for home early next month
v | | as part of a United Nations refugee agency programme that has helped more than 300,000 Angolans
\| re-settle themselves after three decades of war and will return more than 50,000 others by October.

' Convays from Kisenge in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to Angola’s Moxico province

should end in April, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said, while repatriation
flights from Zambia and Botswana will resume in May, along with land convoys from Zambia.

Angolan refug

UNHCR plans to repatriate 53,000 Angolans during the next seven months. “ After that, the three-year period of assisted
repatriation will be concluded,” says Annette Nyekan of UNHCR in Angola.

“As of 2006, UNHCR will not provide transport but we will still offer repatriation packages for those who return
spontaneoudly,” she adds.

UNHCR' s reintegration package contains two months of food rations from the UN World Food Programme (WFP), along
with such basic non-food items as a kitchen set, plastic sheeting, building materials and agricultural tools.

With the end of the repatriation phase, UNHCR will turn its full attention to the other three phasesin its “4Rs’ strategy:
reintegration, rehabilitation and reconstruction.

Landmines are a threat to life and limb in large parts of the country. The infrastructure has been destroyed, basic services are
lacking and job opportunities are scarce, UNHCR says, especialy in the provinces most affected by the war —Moxico,
Cuando Cubango, Uige and Zaire.

In addition, Uige in the north has lost 95 people to arare acute haemorrhagic fever called Marburg virus and al non-
essential travel to that area has been suspended.

With al of these problems, the head of UNHCR’s Angolan Programme Unit, Jose Samaniego, says, “Our programmes here
are increasing. We are shifting the focus from bringing people back home to making their return sustainable.”

In 2006, most of the $10 million budget will cover community-approved, UNHCR-supported projects to improve water
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supplies and sanitation, health, education, income generation, road repairs and other needs, the agency says.

UN-backed Asia-Pacific meeting told high growth
environmentally unsustainable

24 March - Thefirst high-level mgjor environmental conference since last December's devastating Indian
o Ocean tsunami opened today in Seoul, Republic of Korea, under United Nations auspices with awarning that
q

high economic growth in the Asia-Pacific region is environmentally unsustainable.

"We cannot continue with a'grow first, clean up later' policy,” the Executive Secretary of the UN Economic
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) Kim Hak-Su told the Fifth Ministerial Conference
on Environment and Development in Asia and the Pecific. "We need a new paradigm, a balance of economic
growth and ‘green growth."™

Kim Hak-Su,
ESCAP

He told delegates from 53 countries attending the six-day meeting that while the region's recent spectacular economic
growth has contributed to the reduction of poverty and socia progress in many places, "it has also placed increasingly high
pressure on the region's environmental resources beyond its carrying capacity.”

Industrial production in the region increased by almost 40 per cent as compared with a global increase of 23 per cent from
1995 to 2002. Increasing economic growth itself is placing enormous pressure on environmental carrying-capacity. In order
to grow without jeopardizing environmental sustainability, not only pollution control but improvement of eco-efficiency of
production and consumption are necessary.

Mr. Kim congratulated governments for efforts to boost environmental performance, which have resulted in improvements
in urban air quality in some cities, slowed rates of forest loss, increased forest planting rates and considerably reduced the
use of ozone-depleting substances.

"On the other hand we still observe with concern declines in fishery resources, degradation of marine and coastal resources,
loss of biodiversity and forests, land degradation and natural disasters," he said. "Deterioration of these natural resources
have continued to affect human health and livelihoods, and increased the vulnerability of many economies.”

The Conference, organized by ESCAP under the theme this year of "Achieving environmentally sustainable economic
growth in Asia and the Pacific,” is held once in every five years. Thirty-one Ministersin charge of the environment will take
part in the Ministerial Segment set for 28 to 29 March.

African nations can better fight invasive forest pests thanks to
UN-backed web site

24 Mar ch - African countries will now be better able to guard against invasive pests that threaten their
B forests, sometimes from as far afield as North America, thanks to a new United Nations-backed web

$# site launched today to fight a danger that has grown seriously with the increase in trade, travel and
transport.

Forest products corbu " ; : - . . . ¥ . .
to reduce poverty and Until now, African countries lacked effective means to share information on forest-invasive species

hunger despite an increase in the spread of pests across Africa," UN Food and Agriculture Organization

(FAO) specidist on forest health Gillian Allard said. "The new web site is facilitating the information
flow."

The site, created by African specialists at the initiative of the Forest Invasive Species Network for Africa (FISNA), is hosted
by FAO. Features include information on new outbreaks of invasive pest species and woody species. It also provides
references, publications and other links related to invasive species in Africa, those that are not native to a specific forest
ecosystem, whose introduction does or is likely to harm the ecosystem.
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Through FISNA, countries are aready sharing information on the latest outbreaks of such species. For example, an insect
pest, the blue gum chalcid, has recently been discovered in Kenya and Uganda damaging young eucalyptus trees and nursery
seedlings. On the web site it is noted that the pest has previously been recorded in Morocco, Iran, Isragl and Italy.

Also, since 2001, the giant conifer aphid, a pest native to the eastern United States and Canada, has been recorded damaging
pine tree plantations in Malawi. The web site shares information on how this can be controlled. Furthermore it shares
information on how the spread of the cypress aphid, which has been harming cypresses and cedars in Africasince 1986, is
being controlled.

"Once this regional web site is linked to other existing regional networks on invasive species, it will become much easier to
protect African forests from species that transcend national and regional boundaries,” Ms. Allard said.

UN agency seeks to improve Palestinian housing and urban
development

24 March - In ahid to improve Palestinian housing and urban devel opment, the head of the United
Nations agency that promotes socialy and environmentally sustainable towns with adequate shelter
for dl is currently visiting the region for talks with Palestinian and Isragli leaders.

The Executive Director of the UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) Anna Tibaijuka
yesterday briefed Palestinian Prime Minister Ahmed Qurei on the progress of the new Special Human
Settlements Programme for the Palestinian People.

Anna Tibaijuka and Prime
Minister Ahmed Qurei

The project, the result of a resolution unanimously adopted by Palestinians, Israglis and other Member States at the 19th
Session of UN-HABITAT's Governing Council in May 2003, focuses on capacity building, policy reform and providing
technical assistance to the Palestinian people.

At Mr. Qurei's request, Ms. Tibaijuka offered to provide technical expertise to support the Palestinian Authority in the areas
of housing and sustainable urban development.

On Tuesday she met with Israeli Deputy Prime Minister Shimon Peres and discussed many issues, including the pending
disengagement of Israel from Gaza.

UN-certified fish no red herring for environmentally-conscious
consumer

24 March - Consumers can soon rest assured that the fish they are eating has not been caught in an
environmentally-unfriendly way under a new eca-labelling scheme adopted by the United Nations
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQO) in abid to ensure the sustainability of the world's marine
fisheries.

The voluntary guidelines for ecolabelling fish products, adopted earlier this month by FAO's
Committee of Fisheries (COFI), involve atag certifying that a product was produced in an environment-friendly way,

allowing consumers to make informed choices and creating a market mechanism that promotes sustainable production
methods.

The distinctive logo or statement certifies that the fish has been harvested in compliance with conservation and sustainability
standards such as those that guard against overfishing or adverse impacts on protected, endangered or threatened species as
well as on sensitive habitats.

The guidelines outline general principles that should govern eco-labelling schemes, including the need for reliable,

independent auditing, transparency of standard-setting and accountability, and the need for standards to be based on good
science.
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They are aimed at providing guidance to governments and organizations that already maintain, or are considering
establishing labelling schemes for fish and fishery products from well-managed marine capture fisheries.

With trade in fishery products at an al-time high and concern over the status of wild marine stocks growing, eco-labelling

offers away to promote responsible fish trade — crucia for many developing countries — while preserving natural resources
for future generations.

Acknowledging the hurdles poorer countries face due to lack of financial and technical resources, the guidelines call for
financial and technical support to help them implement and benefit from eco-labelling.

The export value of fish and fishery products has soared from $15 hillion ayear in 1980 to $57.7 billion a year today. For
developing countries — whose market share in value termsis just over 50 per cent — this trade offers a vital source of income.
In fact, net revenues from fish trade (exports minus imports) by developing countries have reached $17.7 billion — afigure
larger than that earned from their exports of tea, rice, cocoa and coffee combined.

The UN Daily News is prepared at UN Headquarters in New York by the News Services Section
of the News and Media Division, Department of Public Information (DPI)



