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nor Syria, which was refused. The Syrian authorities insisted that the interviews take 
place in Syria with the participation of Syrian officials.  The interviews took place 
between 20 and 23 September.  Each interview was conducted in the presence of the 
Legal Advisor to the Syrian Foreign Affairs Ministry or another representative of the 
Foreign Ministry, one interpreter, two note takers, and at times, an additional person 
whose affiliation was not identified. At the end of the interview process, it was apparent 
that the interviewees had given uniform answers to questions.  Many of those answers 
were contradicted by the weight of evidence collected by the UNIIIC from a variety of 
other sources. The Commission has not had the opportunity to follow up on these 
interviews or pursue its investigation regarding a possible Syrian involvement in the 
crime. 
 
35. The Commission has concluded that the Government of Syria’s lack of 
substantive cooperation with the Commission has impeded the investigation and made it 
difficult to follow leads established by the evidence collected from a variety of sources.  
If the investigation is to be completed, it is essential that the Government of Syria fully 
cooperate with the investigating authorities, including by allowing for interviews to be 
held outside Syria and for interviewees not to be accompanied by Syrian officials. 
 
 
III. THE CRIME  
 
36. On  14 February 2005 at approximately 1250 hrs, the former Lebanese Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri left the Nejmeh Square in Beirut going back to the Kuraytem 
Palace. He traveled in a motorcade comprising of 6 cars, together with his security detail 
and Member of Parliament, Bassel Fleyhan. 
 
37. When the motorcade passed the St. George Hotel at Minae Al-Hosn Street a huge 
explosion occurred and resulted in the death of Mr. Hariri and others.  
 
38. Shortly after the blast, the Director of Al-Jazeera TV in Beirut received a 
telephone call from a man who stated that the Nasra and Jihad Group in Greater Syria 
claimed responsibility for the assassination of Mr. Hariri.  This message was broadcast 
shortly thereafter. 
 
 
 
 
IV. THE LEBANESE INVESTIGATION 
 
Initial Measures    
 
39. To resolve a crime of this magnitude requires strong management capacity, clear 
roles, coordination and access to sufficient competency, manpower, equipment and 
means of assistance. The following brief outline reviews measures undertaken by the 




