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Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me to express my government's appreciation to the President of the General

Assembly, His Excellency John Ashe, for organizing this momentous event.

Two years before the reckoning of the MDGs, we now have to ask ourselves: What has or

has not worked in the past 13 years of the MDGs? What are we prepared to do in order to

ensure that the UN will be effective in addressing the present obstacles and challenges in

fulfilling its global mandate in relation to the MDGs?

The Outcome Document on the MDGs provides partial answers to these questions. It

represents a step in crafting tailor-made measures to address situations peculiar for each

individual country, especially beyond 20i5 when the MDGs have run its course.

Nevertheless, allow me to share our experience and lessons learned which may be useful

to other countries.

Our most recent assessment shows that the country is on track in attaining the MDG

targets in the following areas: providing educational opportunities for girls, increasing the

share of women in non-agricultural wage employment, reducing infant and under-five
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mortality, reversing the incidence of malaria, increasing tuberculosis detection and cure

rates, increasing the proportion of population with access to safe water and sanitary toilet

facility. However, there is a need to fast track and intensify efforts in four major areas:

poverty, education, maternal health, and HIV/AIDS.

Our country is not alone in this struggle. Many countries here today have been grappling

with its efforts to attain the MDGs. And given the current economic and financial realities,

these struggles have become much more challenging.

Let me characterize this challenge:

First is that GDP growth, even fast growth, has not created new, decent jobs fast enough.

Second is the need to set aside resources for good-quality data to accurately assess Our

MDG efforts, even if these compete directly with the very programs to achieve the MDGs.

Which brings me to the third, which is inadequate financing, including the Overseas

Development Assistance (ODA).  This then limits our capacity to implement  MDG

initiatives.

Fourth is climate change. The Philippines, as you know, experiences an average of at least

twenty typhoons a year- the highest annual average for any nation.  This poses a

significant threat to the sustainability of the impact of our efforts to achieve the MDGs.

We, in the Philippines, have adopted innovative approaches to meet our MDG

commitments.

To finance MDG-related interventions, we utilized a two-pronged approach. We have

been forging public-private partnerships in the provision of certain infrastructure which

then frees up resources so that we can increase the budget for the social sector. To





increase the efficiency of our MDG efforts, we have also integrated the MDGs in our

sectoral plans and have explicitly considered it in the prioritization of programs and

projects.  At the grassroots level, our local government units have also integrated the

MDGs in their local development plans.

Moving forward, the challenge is for government to ensure sustainability of development

efforts beyond the medium term through our post-2015 development agenda. We support

the focus on ecological integrity, meaning the proper utilization of natural resources,

complemented by efforts to reduce and manage risks related to climate change and

natural disasters.  This is one area where the international community could be of

significant help. Through shared knowledge and technologies, we could go a long way in

ensuring the sustainability of our MDG accomplishments.

We support the Outcome Document which puts adequate emphasis on the anti-poverty

agenda similar to what our government is doing as it focuses on inclusive growth,

sustainable development, peace building and global partnership. We know this

document has been a product of several consultations and we would like to commend

this effort of fostering inclusive participation towards a post-20] 5 development agenda.

Thank you.




