
PARTNERSHIP INITIATIVES INFORMATION SHEET

Name of the Partnership/Initiative
INTERNATIONAL NETWORK OF PRACTITIONERS AND ACADEMICS TO SUPPORT
IMPLEMENTATION OF COASTAL AND OCEAN MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS

Expected date of initiation: September 2002
Expected date of completion: September 2005

Partners Involved:

Governments involved:  U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Ocean
Service, International Program Office (NOAA/NOS/IPO), USA; Institut Français de Recherche
Pour l’Exploitation de la Mer (IFREMER), France (interested expressed, to be confirmed); other
governments are being invited

Intergovernmental organizations involved:  Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission
(IOC), World Bank, United Nations Environment Programme, Global Programme of Action
(UNEP/GPA), United Nations, Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea
(UN/DOALOS) (for technical advice), IMO (invited), European Union (invited)

Major groups involved: NGOs: International Coastal and Ocean Organization (ICO); Coastal
States Organization (CSO), USA; Nippon Foundation, Japan (invited); Transatlantic Partnership
in Marine Policy (USA, Spain, Italy, UK); Marine Affairs and Policy Association (MAPA);
Partnership for Environmental Management of the Seas of East Asia (PEMSEA), Philippines;
Proposed European Network of Excellence on “Accelerating Learning in ICZM by Generating an
Adaptive European Network (ALIGN), EU; Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions in
Europe (CPMR), France (invited); The Coastal Union (EUCC), The Netherlands (invited); other
academic networks are being invited

Leading Partner: International Coastal and Ocean Organization (ICO) and Coastal States
Organization (CSO)
Name of the contact person/focal point: Dr. Biliana Cicin-Sain and Mr. Tony MacDonald
Address: ICO, c/o Center for the Study of Marine Policy, University of Delaware, 301 Robinson
Hall, Newark, Delaware, 19716, USA
Phone: +1 (302) 831-8086
Fax: +1 (302) 831-3668
E-mail: johnston@udel.edu
Main objectives of the Partnership/Initiative
Please provide a brief description:

Whereas:

• There has been significant advance in the adoption of programs for integrated coastal and
ocean management (ICM) by nations around the world following the 1992 Earth Summit (100
nations currently have some type of initiative in ICM compared to 59 in 1993);
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• After considerable planning, nations are now moving to the implementation stage, involving
especially subnational authorities in coastal management;

• Some nations are beginning to create integrated programs for the management of ocean and
coastal resources found in their 200-mile Exclusive Economic Zones;

• Academic teaching and training in integrated coastal and ocean management has expanded
significantly since 1992; and academics can provide valuable assistance to both national and
local governments in the implementation of ocean and coastal management;

There is a need to:

• Provide a technical support network for ICM, by identifying best practices, model program
efforts, by encouraging “lesson-drawing” and interaction between practitioners and academics

• Identify areas of mutual cooperation among academic institutions for research, exchange of
faculty and students, “lesson-drawing” of successful ICM experiences, and organization of
cooperative initiatives with governmental partners at both national and local levels to assist in
the implementation of local coastal plans and in the formulation and implementation of
national ocean/coastal policies in Exclusive Economic Zones.

• Organize and carry out a program of exchange among subnational authorities in ICM to
improve local practice

• Monitor international treaty/agreement negotiations and other international fora relevant to
ICM and identify issues impacting subnational ICM programs.

• Influence key international treaty/agreement negotiations and other international fora through
development of joint recommendations on the part of subnational ICM authorities

Please also provide a brief description of the relationship of the Partnership/Initiative with the
objectives of Agenda 21 as well as relevant goals and objectives of the United Nation Millennium
Declaration:

Agenda 21, Chapter 17
• Establishing / strengthening coordination mechanisms on integrated management and

sustainable development of coastal and marine areas and their resources, at both the local and
national levels (Paragraph 17.6)

• Organization of education and training in integrated coastal and marine management and
sustainable development for scientists, technologists, managers (including community-based
managers) and users, leaders, indigenous peoples, fisherfolk, women and youth, among others
(17.15)

• Ensuring capacity building at the local level and supporting pilot demonstration projects and
centers of excellence (17.17)

Agenda 21, Chapter 28
• Local authorities’ initiatives in support of Agenda 21 (entire chapter)
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Agenda 21, Chapter 37
• Building endogenous capacity, by developing and improving national and related subregional

and regional capacities and capabilities for sustainable development, with the involvement of
the nongovernmental sectors (entire chapter)

Millennium Declaration
III. Development and Poverty Eradication (good governance, implementation of the Barbados

Programme of Action
IV. Protecting our Common Environment (sustainable development, stewardship of natural

resources)
V. Human Rights, Democracy and Good Governance (more inclusive participation of

citizens in governance processes)

Expected results:
Please provide a brief description:

• Strengthening the role of subnational practitioners in ocean and coastal management in
developing sustainable ICM programs both within their own countries and in other countries.

• Providing a platform for communication, information sharing, and exchange of experience
among existing regional networks of practitioners and academics involved in coastal
management, thus enhancing opportunities for further lesson drawing and capacity building.

• Creating opportunities for exchange, collaboration, and training among faculty and
practitioners, with a view to support stronger linkages between multidisciplinary science,
education, policy, and management.

• Strengthening the role of subnational and local coastal management practitioners in shaping
coastal and ocean law and policy at the international level, providing new opportunities for
subnational and local managers in both developed and developing nations to take a more
active role in monitoring and shaping international treaties that affect their jurisdictions.
Giving subnational coastal managers opportunities to learn about and profit from
sustainability and coastal management policies and data that are being used in other countries.

• For those countries that are developing and transitional, providing a clearinghouse and forum
for accessing information on available knowledge, funding, capacity, institutional
infrastructure and legal frameworks.

Specific targets of the Partnership/Initiative and timeframe for their achievement:

• Establishment of the Steering Committee on a regional representation basis (September 2002)
• First meeting of the Steering Committee (December 2002, tentatively in Washington, D.C.)
• Preparation of regional directories of subnational coastal authorities, subnational-level ICM

projects, academic institutions and networks involved in ICM (June 2003)
• Activation of an electronic listserver for the members (September 2003)
• Establishment of regional sub-networks of ICM practitioners and academics (December 2003)
• Development of regional clearinghouses on ICM, including institutions, individuals, projects,

and opportunities for collaboration and exchanges (June 2004)
• Initiation of a “sister” partnership programs among subnational authorities in coastal

management (September 2004)
• Implementation of the practitioners’ and academics’ visit and exchange program (January-

June 2005)
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• Preparation of a guide to good practice in ICM (September 2005)
Coordination and Implementation mechanism
Please provide a brief description of expected coordination/implementation mechanism of the
Partnership/Initiative.

The network is being developed under the aegis of the International Coastal and Ocean
Organization (ICO), established in 1991 as a not-for-profit organization to “link professional
planners, policy specialists, managers, institutions, and organizations around the world concerned
with the management and protection of coastal and ocean resources and space.”

A Steering committee of 15 subnational and local representatives and academic experts is being
established to refine goals and objectives and to develop the networks.
Arrangements for funding
Please describe available and/or expected sources of funding for the implementation of the
Partnership/Initiative (e.g. donor government(s); international organization(s)/financial
institution(s); foundation(s); private sector; other major groups, etc.)

The partnership is expected to operate mainly on a self-funding basis, relying on the operational
budgets of the regional networks participating.

The Steering Committee is circulating the proposal among potentially interested government
agencies and foundations to obtain support. Particular attention is being paid to existing funding
frameworks for networks of subnational authorities as well as academic and research institutions.

The U.S. NOAA/NOS/IPO will support the costs associated with the establishment of the
Steering Committee and its first meeting.
Arrangements for capacity building and technology transfer
Please include information if the Partnership/Initiative provides for training, informational
support, institutional strengthening and/or other capacity building measures:

The network will establish a process of communication, exchange, and lesson drawing about
sustainable coastal management planning and the criteria and conditions for successful
implementation at the subnational level. This will entail the following activities:

• Identify a number of successful examples of ICM program implementation at the subnational
level and analyze the conditions and reasons for their success. Examples should be
representative of different countries but applicable elsewhere.

• Identify subnational authorities and academic institutions involved with sustainable ICM and
initiate exchange activities. ICM authorities and academic institutions would be invited to
submit applications to participate in the program, and demonstrate their interest by preparing
an assessment of their current situation, past mistakes, and future trends.

Please also provide here a brief description of expected arrangements for technology transfer (if
applicable).

Links of Partnership/Initiative with on-going sustainable development activities at the
international and/or regional level (if any)
Please provide a brief description:
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The network will seek to expand its reach through cooperation and strategic partnerships with
existing regional and subnational groups and academic networks interested in sustainability and
ICM.
Monitoring Arrangements
Please describe expected arrangements for monitoring of progress in the implementation of
Partnerships/Initiative after it will be launched at the WSSD:
(e.g. frequency/modalities of preparation of progress reports; electronic updates, newsletters, etc)

The project will partner with the Global Web Service on Integrated Coastal Management (a
cooperative effort of IOC/UNESCO, NOAA, World Bank, UNEP/GPA and the Center for the
Study of Marine Policy of the University of Delaware) to facilitate information exchange
(http://icm.noaa.gov).

A progress report will be issued each year, while an electronic newsletter will be circulated
quarterly through a dedicated listserver.
Other relevant information:

The network will participate in the WSSD through the International Coastal and Ocean
Organization (ICO), accredited to the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC),
and present policy recommendations related to the role of subnational authorities and of academic
institutions in sustainable coastal management and development. Activities will include an
associated meeting of subnational coastal management practitioners in Johannesburg, and
outreach about the importance of supporting sustainable coastal development and ICM at the
local level.

***

Created in 1970, the U.S. Coastal States Organization (CSO) is responsible for bringing together
the 35 U.S. coastal states and territories and representing the interests of the states before the U.S.
Congress, and linking activities among state, national and international ocean and coastal
agencies.

Web-site (if available):

The network Web site will be part of the “ICM Global Web Service” at http://icm.noaa.gov.
Name and contact information of the person filling in this table:

Name: Stefano Belfiore
Position: Coordinator, Academic Programs, International Coastal and Ocean Organization
Address: Center for the Study of Marine Policy, University of Delaware, 301 Robinson Hall,
Newark, Delaware, 19716, USA
Phone: +1 (301) 713-3078 (ext. 174)
Fax: +1 (301) 713-4263
E-mail: sbelf@udel.edu


