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PRESS RELEASE

Water, sanitation and hygiene – a matter of survival for billions of poor people SAYS WSSCC Chair

Sir Richard Jolly, Chair of the Geneva-based Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council (WSSCC) has issued the following message on the occasion of World Water Day 2002

As we celebrate World Water Day on 22 March, we need to remind ourselves that water is our most precious resource, vital to our daily lives, our economies and to the health of our environment.  But to billions of people, mostly the poor and marginalized segments of society, it is a matter of survival.  Today, there are still some 1.1 billion inhabitants on Earth without access to a safe water supply and over 2.4 billion without adequate sanitation.

This scandalous situation exists despite the tremendous advances made during the International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade (1981-1990) to meet these basic needs.

Access to sanitation facilities is a basic human right that safeguards health and human dignity.  Every individual deserves to be protected from disease and other health hazards posed by the poor disposal of excreta and human waste.   Children, who are the first and the most vulnerable to fall prey to such hazards, deserve a better environment and the highest standard of living possible, according to the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  The latest WHO/UNICEF report says that preventable diseases such as diarrhoea and malaria are among the main causes of deaths especially of those under 3 years old, resulting from impoverished conditions of some 600 million children around the world.

During the International Conference on Freshwater in Bonn on 3 December 2001, the WSSCC launched the WASH campaign – a global advocacy effort by over 1200 members working in more than 140 countries - to mobilize political support and action to ensure an end to this scandal and the suffering of the poorest of the poor.  Special emphasis is being placed on promoting a global sanitation target – halving the numbers without sanitation by the year 2015 - without which health for all cannot be achieved.  The Bonn Declaration recognized this vital need and made an unprecedented step to recommend a sanitation goal to be added to the Millennium targets, to complement the existing goal of halving those without a safe water supply.

Revolutionary thinking and a new paradigm shift are required to change the attitudes and behaviours of those who are entrenched in top-down approaches and traditional water management policies.  We know from experience that clean water alone leads only to minor health improvements.  Sound hygiene behaviour must be recognized as a separate issue in its own right, with adequate sanitation and clean water as supporting components.  While each of the three elements has some health benefit, it is their combined effect that has far greater impact.  Water and sanitation should form part of an integrated resources management approach that leads to poverty alleviation and sustainable development.



The World Summit for Sustainable Development to be held in Johannesburg this coming August/September provides an excellent opportunity for all nations to redress this dire and unacceptable situation in today’s world.  As we commemorate World Water Day, we make a plea to every individual who is in a position to influence policy, provide adequate resources and generate political will, to do all that is possible to reverse one of this century’s worst public health disasters, so that countries can strive towards economic progress, social stability and global security.

***

For more information on the WSSCC please contact:  Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council, 20 Avenue Appia, CH-1211, Geneva 27, Switzerland. Tel.+(41 22) 791-3517/3544; Fax: +41 22 791 4847; E-mail: wsscc@who.ch;
Internet: www.wsscc.org/ In New York: Ms. Eirah Gorre-Dale, WSSCC, c/o UN DESA, Water, Natural Resources and SIDS Branch, Division for Sustainable Development, DC2-2018, New York. N.Y. 10017. Tel. No.+1(917) 327-2420; Cellphone:+1(914) 309-5491;Fax.+1(917) 327-3391; E-mail:gorre-dale@un.org/ In South Africa (16-24 March) c/o Mr. Babs Naidoo,Tel. +(012) 336 8264 - Cell. +(082) 807 3547 - Fax. +(012) 324 6592. E-mail: NaidooB@dwaf.gov.za
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