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PRESS RELEASE

SOUTH AFRICA LAUNCHES WASH CAMPAIGN 

WHERE CHOLERA HAS STRUCK 
Ladysmith, 18 March – The Government of the Republic of South Africa is launching its national campaign on WASH – Water, Sanitation and Hygiene for all – together with the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council in Ladysmith, located about 390 kms. South East of Johannesburg in KwaZulu-Natal Province.

Ladysmith has had 8,268 cases of cholera since November 2001, according to government estimates.  The Minister for Water Affairs and Forestry, Mr. Ronnie Kasrils, pledged 25 million rand (about US $2 million) to the campaign in the region for the provision of emergency water services infrastructure in January this year.  These funds are over and above the annual amount of over 332 million rand (about US $28 million) for basic water supply and sanitation services in the cholera-prone rural areas of KwaZulu-Natal province.

Working closely with the Department of Health which has conducted an intensive health and hygiene education programme for the affected communities in the Uthukela district, the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry (DWAF) is also assisting with water sampling and distribution of disinfectants. It has partnered with the Geneva-based Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council (WSSCC) to draw more attention to the problem and to encourage other communities and countries to learn from its experience.     

The WSSCC launched the global WASH campaign during the International Conference on Freshwater in Bonn last December, where Minister Kasrils joined Sir Richard Jolly, Chair of the WSSCC and other officials in a “handwashing” ceremony.  This symbolized the fact that the simple, hygienic act of handwashing with water, or even ash, after going to the toilet, can cut diseases by one third and save many lives from diarrhoea and other preventable diseases.  

“The South African launch of WASH is a landmark event, not just for this country but also for other nations which are plagued by the devastating impacts of the lack of adequate sanitation – affecting more than 2.4 billion – mostly the poor in the developing world,” said Mr. Gourisankar Ghosh, Executive Director of the WSSCC.  “It is also a question of human dignity, especially for women and girls, who normally have to wait until dark to defecate because of the absence of these facilities in many countries.”   

Mr. Ghosh was joined at the launch by Minister Kasrils, the Premier of KwaZulu-Natal Province, Mr Lionel Mtshali of South Africa, councillors, multiple stakeholders including representatives of district municipalities, mayors, local authorities, community members, DWAF officials, UN representatives and the South African Breweries, an ally in a public/private partnership to promote better water and sanitation services.

A locally manufactured playpump, an innovative design that pumps water while children are innocently at play, was also inaugurated, along with a “Working for Water” booklet, a WASH T-shirt and other campaign materials produced by DWAF and the WSSCC.  Participants, which also included school children, were entertained by a “cholera roadshow” aimed at educating them and communities about safe water, sanitation and hygiene practices in order to cut down the incidence of disease. 

South Africa is one of 60 countries that signed the Bonn Ministerial Declaration during the International Conference on Freshwater (December 2001) attended by over 2000 participants from more than 100 countries.  The Ministerial and Bonn Conference Declarations both assigned high priority to water and sanitation as vital keys to sustainable development.  They pressed for a sanitation goal to be added to the international development targets mentioned in the UN Millennium Declaration of 2000.  This will be one of the issues to be addressed at the forthcoming African Sanitation Conference being organized by the WSSCC and the South African Government in Durban (29 July-1 August) just a few weeks before the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in August/September 2002.

***

For more information on the WSSCC and the WASH Campaign, please contact:


Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council

20 Avenue Appia, CH-1211, Geneva 27, Switzerland.

Tel. +41 22 791-3517/3544 - Fax. +41 22 791 4847

E-mail: wsscc@who.ch; Internet: www.wsscc.org
In New York: Ms. Eirah Gorre-Dale, WSSCC, c/o UN DESA, Water, Natural Resources and SIDS Branch, Division for Sustainable Development, DC2-2018, New York. N.Y. 10017.

Tel. +1(917) 327-2420 - Cell. +1(914) 309-5491 - Fax. +1(917) 327-3391

E-mail: gorre-dale@un.org
In South Africa, Mr. Babs Naidoo, DWAF, Private Bag, x 313, Pretoria 0001, South Africa. 

Tel. +(012) 336 8264 - Cell. +(082) 807 3547 - Fax. +(012) 324 6592

E-mail: NaidooB@dwaf.gov.za
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